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STOP KNOCKING US, SAY POLICE 
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lop cop 1 
it’ plea on march 


“PLEASE stop knocking the po- 
lice" — that’s the plea from Dal- 
ston top cop Peter Twist on the 
eve of a procession taking place 
in memory of people who have 
died or been injured in police 
custody.: 

‘The march has been organised by 
Hackney Community Defence Associa- 
tion, which aays the march is necessary 
to remind people of past and current po- 
lice injustices. 

But Chief Supt Twist says such events 
damage relations between the police and 
the community and demoralise his men — 
pp bil eksicg se) unfair picture 24 the po- 
‘lice 


He told the Gazette: “I very much re- 
gret the way that these unhappy inci- 
ents are continually being brought 
before the people of Hackney when the 
police have serie and cera Ld iapr 
to improve relations with the co 
the borough.” 

He pointed to successful police initia- 
tives, such as the police consultative 
group, the crime prevention panel, and 

lice area forums, a3 f of better re- 

tions between the police and the com- 
mumity. 

“Marches and meetings harden the 
hearts of le who are still suspicious 
of the police and make it very difficult 
for us to open dialogue with certain orga- 

_nisations. 

“Ags one of the new generation of 
younger chief superintendents, I am 
aware that there has been a radical 
change in the attitude of the police. We 
are now far more accountable and open 

‘than was the case five years ago. 

“If mistakes were made in the past, 
my concem is to make sure that they do 
not happen again.” : 

He said that young officers were 
briefed on the history of rows belween 
the police and the cofnmmunity when they 
arrive in the borough. 

“It is demoralising for many of the 

nger police officers newly arrived in 

ackney to be tarred with the brush of 

colleagues who were serving in the bor- 
ough many years ago. , 
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@ Flashback to last year’s demo. 


“It diminshes the spirit of co-opera- 
tion and public support which Lt eal 
them to do a very difficult job in what I 
now consider to be on’s toughest 
area of policing. 

“I believe there has been a drop in hos- 
tility towards the police. Ever since I ar- 
rived in the borough, many le have 
been contacting me to establish a dialo- 


gue. 

“If you truly want better policing for 
the borough of Hackney, give the young 
et and women who police your wry 

€ support and co-operation they need." 

But Graham Smith, of the HCDA 
said: “We will not forget what has hap- 
pened in the past. The march is to com- 
memorate four people who have died in 
police custody. 

“The police have becn more careful in 
the recent past because of public 
outrage. We must ensure that these 
things do not happen again.” 

Bamor Hesse was heavily involved in 
the campaign for an independent public 
inquiry into the the death of Colin 


Roach, who was found shot at Stoke, 


Newington police station in 1982. He 
told the Gezetie: “It's important to have 
annual commemorations of long-stand- 
ing grievances that people want to re- 
dress. If they are not raised annually, 
they will be forgotten. 
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“People don’ t campaign against injus- 
tice for the hell of HETneee cares have 
not resolved. 

“I can’t say that the policing in Hack- 
ney has noticeably improved. In the last 
four years there has been at least one 
case a year where the behaviour of Hack- 
ney police has attracted national atten- 
tion.” 


And Unmesh Desai, who works for 
Hackney Council's police committee sup- 
port unit, said: “The police urge us to for- 
get about the past. But their behaviour 

$ not chanped. 

“Senior police have recognised that 


there are problems with the way policing 
is carried out, but it hasn't translated it- 
self to stratagey on the ground. 


march won't go away — it’s a per- 
manent fixture in the political calendar 
to remind us of the tragedies of the past, 
ries the problems that are stil! with us to- 
y." 


@ The torchlight procession begina with 
a tally outside Hackney police station at 
Spm on Sunday (January 8) and conti- 
nues to Dalston and Stoke Newington sta- 
tions. Bamor Hesse and Unmesh Desai 
will speak at a public meeting to mark 
the sixth anniversary of the death of Co- 
lin Roach on Thursday (January 12) st 
7.30pm at Hackney Town Hall. 


Hackney’s dead 
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Tunay's death 


VICTIMS of the alle- 
ged brutality of police 
officers based at Hack- 
ncy and Stoke Newing- 
ton police stations are 
commemorated by a 
torchlight procession 
which will assemble 
outside Hackney poli- 
ce station on Sunday, 
January 8th at 5.00pm. 

Following a tally 
with invited speakers 
the gathering will 
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Family & friends. of Tunay Hassan laying a wreath at the spot of 


march to Dalston and 
Stoke Newington poli- 
ce stations. 


Among those who 
have died or suffered 
scrious injury whitst in 
the custody of officers 
based at Hackney, 
Dalston or Stoke 
Newington include: 
Ascta Simms — 1971, 
Colin Roach — 1983 
and Tunay Hassan - 








1987 who all dicd. Plus 
Mrs Nellie Knight and 
her daughters who re- 
ceived scrious injuries 
at the hands of Stoke 
Newington police 
officers 1981 and also 
Trevor Monerville 
who was forced to 
undergo major surgery 
on January 8th 1987 
following one week in 
the custody of Stoke 
Newington police. 





BY MARGARET BANKS 


THREE HUNDRED 
people marched 
through Hackney and 





Stoke Newington, in [, 
east London, last Sun- | 
day evening to protcat | 


at police attacks on 
the community. 
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Sunday night's march io Stoke Newington Police Station in north London 


Hackney march demands 
‘No police attacks’ 
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The Soaligitt procession rr: i _ 


was organ te mark the 
second anniversary of the 
emergency brain operation 
on Trevor Monerville, who 
beaten at Stake Newnes 
alten a e Newin 
Police Station. ca 


Trevor was in «@ critical | 


condition in an intensive 
care unit as a reault of the 


injuries he received. yet his | 
father, John, could not dis. } 
cover the whereabouts cf | 


his son until he found him 


in Brixten prison hospital | 


wing. 
Since that time Trevor 
Monerville hos been sub- 
to continuous police 
atassment: he has been 


arrested no fewer than five | 
times in the Jast two years. | 


Funds have now been | 


raised to send Trevor away 
from England to the West 
Indies, eo that he can be 


free from intimidation by 


e police. 


But the march was held, | 


not just ta highlight Trevor 
Aenerville sicase, pat ex- 
pose the ce alincks on 

hole sections of the com- 
tiunity, 


' Delegations 


In addition to the Trevor 
Monervilla Campaign, 
there were delegations 
from the Campaign for Jus- 
tice for Tunay Haasan, who 
died in Dalston police sta- 
tion in 1987; the Broadwa- 


ter Farm Defence Cam- 


the Newham Moni- 1% 


r 
ign; 
lathe Project, who are par- 


the Plaistow 
are being tried after bein 
arrested during a brats 
Reg raid on a party; strik- 
ng Dover seafarers; and 


the Viraj Mendis Defence [| 


Campaign. 
A lively delegation from 


the Young Socialists and FF 


the Workers Revolutionary 
Party ree up a chant of 
‘Defend You 


lice State! Organise the 
General Strike!’ 

Before the march there 
was a rally outside Hack- 
ney police atation, and the 
tearch proceeded via Dal- 
sion Pe sistion to Sticke 
Newington police station, 
where a wreath was laid in 
memory of those who have 

there. 

At the rally, John Moner- 
ville snid: 'l am very plod io 
feign Ukecear ote 

_ people like you who 
have enabled us to send 
away. 

‘But if lt wasn’t for the 

lice, Trevor would not 

ave to go awny at alll 
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"We are here to demand 


the right for people to live 
peacefully in this arca,’ 


The mother of Tunay 
flassan was at the rally 
and supporters reminded 
the rally that it has been 
one Piel since the inquest 
on Tunay. A civil action is 
under way against Hack- 
ney police regatoing 
Tunays treatment at Dal- 
aton police station, 

The marchers held a mi- 
nuto's ailence at Dalston 
Police Station and laid a 
wreath in Tunay's memory. 


Shaun Waterman, of the 
Broadwater Farm Defence 
Campaign, reminded the 
rally that last month the 
House of Lords turned 
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‘Tottenham Three’: Win- 
aton Sileott, Mark Braith- 
waite and Engin Raghip. 
He anid: ‘We will not put 
up with having our young 
poops beaten, framed u 
and kilfed in police custody!’ 


Meeting 


Pauline Roach, the sister 
af Colin Roach who died in 
Sioke Newington Police 
Station in 1981, announced 
that a public meeting would 
be held on this Thursday at 
Hackney Town Hall, to 

tomote a new edition of 
¢ book ‘Policing in Hack- 
ney’ produced by the Roach 


lo- 1- $4 
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TUNAY 
HASSAN 








Family Support Com- 
mittee. 


Unmesh Desai, from the 
Newham Police Munitoring 
Project, condemned the st- 
lence of local councillors on 
the issue of police attacks 
on youth, 

Ile said: ‘We remember 
the courage of all those who 
have s up to police bru- 
tality.” 

He called on everyone al 
the rally to attend o pickel 
at Newham West Magis- 
trates Court on the 25th, 
26th and 27th of January 
when the case of Ron Sprin- 
ger and the "Newham Four’ 
comes up. 

















A TORCHLIT ssion in mem- 
‘ory of people who have died or been 
ad d in police custody passed off 


peacefully on Sunda 

The pai fi reckon X00 pe ople took part 
in the event, which began with’ s & lly at Hack- 
ney police nation vifiich went on to Dalston and 
Stoke Newington stati 

en Dalston, a wreath v was laid by a weeping 

ye Hassan In of her son Tunsy, 

wha died at Dalston police station two ycars 
ago. The inquest jury found he died from de- 
pendance on dr he. ita lack of car. 

And at Stoke bier eat e¢ Rosch laid 
a wreath in memory her brother Colin, who 
ee shot dead in the foyer of the station 


An inquest retumed » suicide verdict, al- 


peak i their decision was disputed by an inde- 
inquiry into his death pu last 


Also on the march was John Monerville 


whase son, Trevor, needed brain surgery fol- - 


lowing his arrest by Stoke Newington 
in 1986, is = 


Graham Smith, of the Trevor Monerville 
Campaign, said: “The march was B succes3, 
and is now firmly established as en annual 
event in the Hackney calender.” The campaign 


all reo ir 





is fundraising for cash 10 send Trevor abroad 
to convalesce frwn his injuries. 

The pollce estimate that there were just 250 
marchers in ot pecan 

Chief Supt Twist of Dalston stati 
said: “The marchers were well-behaved 
and there was no trouble. 

“While the penple on the march were clear- 
ly very serious, I got the impression that many 
taw it as an annual event, and no longer bore 
the same hostility towards the police as in pre- 


vious years." 
is added that 40 police were needed to ste- 
ard the march, said: “I am not sure that 


te le of Hackney are getting the best va- 
tom their police in having them Steward 
Ns phos event, 

“I would sooner have employed these offi- 
cers in combatting the many serious problems 
that we have on the streets of Mackney. 

“T hope shat none of the marchers, if indeed 
they live in Hackney, relumed to home to find 
they had been burgled. 


roger dt Communily Defence Organisa- 
tion, which helped organise the march, is 10 
run regular advice sessions at The Family 
Centre in Rectory Road, Stoke Newington. 
For details of the seessions — which will be 
held on weekday evenings — ring 249 0193 


Demo recalls deaths i in 
- police custody — 


peaceiTully 
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‘A MAN was beaten to death in Stoke 
Newington High Street by four-attackers 
iwho comered him so there was ‘No es- 
Cape » A jury heard this week. 

ie eye-witness to the attack on 52-year-old Tho- 
imas Lee saw one of the assailants stamp twice = 


Neue Sonbeatke OC. Pol Madan on 
Genco 


b Jt was just before midnight on October 4, 1987 
éwhen a man on a bicycle confronted Mr Lee and 
Started to ride eround him, she suid. 


Murder victim | 
‘had noe 


(TH # 


Mr Lee, who lived in Belgrade Road, waa struck 
in the face and brought to the d. He died in 
Homerton Hospital from internal brain ¢ damage alter 
cight days on a life suppor machine. 


Michael Kellerher, a 33 “year-old ‘bricklayer of 
Somerford Estate, Stoke Newington, pleads not guil- 
ty to murdering Mr Lee. 

Miss Southworth told the court: “The fact that po- 
lice have not come up with the other three men 
despite endeavours may be a reflection on the 
times in which we live and the unwillingness of 

te to come forward with information.” 

e said Kellerher was arrested afier a minicab of- 
fice conuoller who witnessed tome of the incident 
called police when the defendant came into his pre- 
mises a fortnight later. 

Another witness, who assisted a police artist in 
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a Vietlin sea Lee. 


drawing & picture of the person he regarded 23 “the 
hae gag » Picked Keilerher out of an 


on pa 
Rellerher, who had stremously denied invotve- 
ment in the incident when questioned by police, 
made a confession of guilt to a fellow prisoner 
while on remand after his arrest, alleged Miss South- 
worth, 


et” CHestively stated he hed struck and kicked Mr 


Kellerhes, a heroin user at the time, told an inter- 
viewing officer the drug did not affect his senses, 
But, said the prosecutor, he later confided to a 
lice constable he knew “ dea know what I am 


when I am on a bender, Oa cee Waldinel LHL 
the bloke. ... I am a bit confused, but I cannot 
remember.” 

* "The trial continves, 
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Hands off the Monerville family 








| THE 
PR AISRTOVWS 


{ 






i oo ee 


b 
fl 
ian i (ah, 








NEARLY a hundred people picketed Hackney Police 
Station In east London on Tuesday night, in a 
Spontaneous and angry response to the police attack 
on the grandparents o pe ce brutality victim Trevor 
Monerville on Sunday night. 

Mr Burke, aged 76, was dragged out of his house by 
the police in his underpants, and his wife, aged 70, 
was charged with causing actual bodily harm after 
belng pinned to the floor of a police van by her wrists 
and ankles. 


VL 


The picketers demanded the dropping of charges 
and the suspension of the officers involved. 


John Monerville, Trevor's father, said: ‘They are not 
police if they do not believe in faw and order 
themselves — they are a gang of thugs, twelve thugs 


“on the street,’ 


He said that they were demanding a public apology 
icy mus eppalling and disgusting’ treatment of Mr and 
rs Burke. 
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Taken fo police station in his Underpants then re 


Monerville grandad 
___ arrested 


A ROW erupted this week after the 76-year-grandfather of Trevor Monerville 
ea pried to Hackney police station in his underpants. 


was found 19 have 
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charged with arsauk following an ailcguion 
that she had struck a policewoman. Fler family 
claim she was strip-ieasthed al Hackney po- 
lice station. Bui on Tuesday police dropped 
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Family appeal 


_for witnesses 


“Hockney police think they can come inlo s 
black person's home and do what they want” 


Burkes bem in the police vim to contact 


up to 12 officers were involved = but 
my yl pes a 

ief Supt Niall Mulvihill, who is in charge 
of Hackney police, told the Gazette: “The pro- 
gecution ageins Mes Burke is being disconu- 
saree erp ph bo 
public interest.” added age, her = 
viows good charscter, and the untikelihood of 
a repetition of her alleged offence were all fac: 


tora in dropping the cha 
Me aid bat iiwedll be wheng ef Sian 
comment on the circumslances susrounding 


Uhe atrests because an official complaint 
against the officers involved waa being invest- 


igated. 
Dave Dugmore, police community lial- 
scocbet denied that ie Bakes hed bere tres 
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ELOERLY COUPLE 
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ted badly because they were black, “If anyone at 

ia suspected of committing an offence, His FUL ies gs, MEE ey 244-9849 Se ed el ee 
dealt with sri ah to the =regardlessof §=- @ Dictured, (left te right): Sleters Annetie Monervitle, Carol Burke, and Victoria Burke = 
the colour of their skin,” he said. appealing for witmesses to thelr parenta’ arrest, 





Brickie confessed to fellow prisbhét 








Addict jailed 
for motiveless 


street killing 


A HEROIN addict who took part in 
the motiveless killing of Good Sa- 
tharitan Thomas Lee was jailed for 
six years at Middlesex Guildhall 
Crown Court on Friday, 

Aj ieklents bilctael Kalieches pay 
arimsalenntace, He was cleared of i 
doe to Jack of intent. 

Kellerher was ted anny to start kis sen- 
the rearons wh 
four men should Jaunch an od 
on 52-year-old Mr Lee ri) 

Me had just visited « bereaved 

San bl Hol Dab Nore 
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violence against a defenceless man going 
ext his lewful business in the street at right. 
We are entitled to think we can walk alone in 






rod ee Kelso il corer 
ewingion, Was not person 
who strock out in the firtt place. 

Miss Jean Southwood, OC, wold the court 
ct irapher teehee ha heel 


ER driver left dis- 

abled ee an oe hp pepe adn 
ice G ie oA 

epee gag 

Tn an alleged confession to a fellow prisoner p 
while on pernand Kellerher said he hit Mr 
Les with a stick before kicking bir. 

Kellerher later denied making the sutemert 
tan Misa Southworth aid the witeees's ac- 


+e. 

Another wihinest hel lice arc 
photofits and res of gece pe “fren al- 
milaritics™ lo cher. fe 

Me John Griffiths Willierns, OC, defending, 
tald Kellerher’s involvement may be ex: 
plained in some way to hit heroin addiction. 

He said: “There can be no douln thal the 


the sireet at night.” three others were much younger tha Keller: 
The feces said that ahough “random kick- her and that he was out that night and hap- 
ing” of « perfectly innocent victim had taken = pened upon these other pertons.” 
: utr. ded after they allegediy at- 
4 w Prosecution Service on When Chief Supt Niall M ual 
Tock aiho| MAGN hucwsctes Gecehiate Merk als ete tanta Geka ees at eed 
Shock at no ae pegpetsbhie for 14 months ac Gary when the Gazetie broke the mira pol pal seg ei cot: an Novernber 5, 1987. 
- charges [| cux wah rel HP Te te aitviy.of the Cranston Ex siderations when the case Is Now the Police Complelats Av 
; overpolice — Mr Stretch Is continulng tale, ald: “I'm choked and stun- looked at. I'm provi d See seam lation the offl- 
ca eteeted ire | with a civil actlom against thera = peed, J Just don't beere It." pa area pint should be disciplined. Until 
assault oat nd disciptinary acilon is stil a His father Eddle Stretch con: ating cr bles and the decision ts taken, will 
ee tes ba oie : : i firmed they were proceeding with The slat Read were be suspended from duty 
pro eae The deciston, made by the a civil action against the officers. based at City ’ 
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Hackney 
police: 
In arrest 
row 


THE elderly grandparents of a 
young man who left Britain recen- 
tly to escape alleged police persecu- 
tion are now ihemschve: at the 
centre of a row over harassment. 


Marie Burke, 70, and her hus- 
band Edgar, aged 76, are the grand- 
parents of Trevor Monerville who 
suffered severe brain damage after. 
his arrest by Stoke Newington po- 
lice in 1987. 

After this incident, Trevor Mo- 
nerville was arrested another five 
times by loca] police. Still trying to 
recuperate from his injuries, Mr 
Monerville finally left Britain last 
December. 

His solicitor is continuing to 
bring legal charges over his treat- 
ment. . 


Reported 


On Sunday evening Marie Burke 
went out in the family car with a 
lend, leaving her husband in bed 
i 









Ms Burke's car was involved ina 
minor accident. She locked the car 


where it was and returned home. 


where she reported the incident to 
Hackney police station. 


Shortly after this four police offi- 


cers arrived at the Burkes’ home 
and allegedly demanded to 
breathalyse Edgar Burke, who re- 
fused, saying that he had not been 
in thecar and waaill. Mr Burke was 
then arrested. 

When Ms Burke remonstrated 
with the officers reinforcements 
were called. Eventually 12 police 
were involved. Subsequently Ms 
Burke was arrested. 


Dropped 


Edgar Burke was released 
without charge. His wife was taken 
to Hackney police station where 
she says that she was strip-search- 
ed. She was charged with actual 
bodily harm. 

The Metropolitan Police has now 
confirmed that all charges against 
Marie Burke have been dropped by 
the Crown Prosecution Service on 
the grounds that further action was 
“not in the public interest,” 

Neither the Burkes nor the local 
community are satisfied with this 
gesture. The couple themselves are 
considering legal! action. 

A spokesman from the Hackney 
Community Defence Campaign 
said yesterday: “The dropping of 
the charges does not absolve the 
police.” 





Peter Murtagh 


HE Crown Prosecution 

Service has refused to 

Support police officers 
who charged a 70-year-old wom- 
an with assaulting a woman 
police constable. 

However, an internal police 
investigation will continue into 
claims by Mrs Marie Burke of 
Richmond Road, Hackney, that 
she was herself assaulted, and 
her 76-year-old husband, Edgar, 
was dragged from bed by police 
during a fracas at their home. 

According to the service, 
afier reviewing the evidence 
and talks with the police, the 
police charge has been dropped. 
A prosecution would not be jn 
the public interest because of 
Mrs Burke's age, previous good 
character, and the non-likeli- 
hood of a repetition. 

Mr and Mrs Burke are taking 
legal advice on a civil action. 

Mrs Burke was detained last 
Sunday after her husband's 
car, in which she was a passen- 
ger, crashed. The family says 
that he was not the driver, Back 





Police’s assault 
case rejected 





at home, Mrs Burke says she 
reported the accident to the 
police by telephone. 

When they arrived, Mr Burke 
refused a request for a breath 
test. Reinforcements were 
called, and 14 officers are 
understood to have arrived. Al- 
though Mr Burke was taken to 
Hackney police station, he was 
not charged. According to the 
Burkes he was “taken from his 
bed in his underclothes and 
dragged” into a police van. 
When Mrs Burke objected, she 
was thrown into the van with 
four officers “pinning her to the 
floor’. She says that in the 
station she was strip searched. 

Because of the investigation, 
Scotland Yard declined to com- 
ment on the Burkes' claims. 

Their grandson, Mr Trevor 
Monerville, aged 20, is suing the 
police over brain damage suf- 
fered two years ago. After ex- 
amination in custody by a 
police surgeon, he was later op- 
erated on. Charges against him 
were dropped. . 

He has now left Britain to 
avoid what his family calls 
police harassment. 


Cel = 64 


@ Brian Sedgemore— 
officers should be 
suspended 


Call fot probe lite” 
elderly couple’s arrest 


Labour man names arrest officers 


in Parliament motion 
HACKNEY MP Brian Sedgemore this week sensationally named two offi- 


Report by MAX 
+ VELODY 





cers involved in the arrest of an elder! 


to be suspended. 

He said that PC 263 Har- 
greaves and WPC 210 Tina Mar- 
lin should be suspended pending 


an investigation into allegations - 





Mr Sedgemore, MP for Hackney 
South, said in s written House = 
mons Early Day Motion: “This incidens 
would never have occurred if Mr and 
Mr Burke had been white and middle- 


of assault, false arrest, and false tats.” 


imprisonment of the Dalston’ 


couple. He also: 


@ CALLED on the Director Of Pubtic | 


prceccisions to instigate an inquiry with 
view to bringing criminal charges. 

@ CLAIMED that the 70-ycar-old wo- 
man had endured a humiliating strip- 
search at Hackney police station. 

@ ACCUSED police of lying about the 
number of officers involved in the arrest 
last week of 76-year-old Edgar Burke 


and his wife Marie at their home in Rich-. 


mond Road. 


I’m quitting’ 


Mr Burke was taken to the police sta- 

n in hia underpanis and his wife 
cherged with atsault following an inci- 
dent at their home last week. 

The charges against Mrs Burke were 
er cropped by the Crown Prosecution 


The independent police watchdog, the 
Police Complaints Kuthonty, is invest- 
igating the way the arrest was handled — 

igh the Burkes say they have nol of- 


ficially Lainesd. 
Instead, they are planning to sue the 


i police for civil damages. 


Hoxton says 
terrified 
Gary 


TERRIFIED Gary Stretch 
Is io quit Hoxton after no 
charges’ were brought 
against the seven polleemen 
he alleges beat him wp. 


Mr Stretch, who was Icft 
with horrific Injurles follow- 
Ing a night out at the Limes 
Pub In Hackney Road, says 
he ts now too nervous to go 
out at night. 


‘I'm so AB eae now,” 
he sald, “T've been afrakd to 
go cul In the dark since that 
night. But now nobody is 
acing to be charged I’m 
gulng to have to move. 


“I don’t want to go but J 
don't see there Is any other 
option. I can't be [n at 4 pm 
for the rest of my life.” 


Mr Streich is continuing 
with a elvil acilon against 
the seven Pes who he asys 
beat him up. 

He named the men as Pes 
Peter Citssotd, Paul Wells, 
Cari Simon, Paul Caddy, 
Alan Barr, Simon Haw and 
Dave Thompson. 

Chief Siipt Niall Mulv- 
blll confirmed that they are 
the seven Clty Road officers 
who have been suspended 
since the Incident. 


y black couple — and called for them 


Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill, who is in 
charge of Hackney police, said this week. 
that i! would be im of him to com- 
Mezit on & case it was under invest- 
igation. 


. Bot when asked whether any officers 
had been suspended, he said: there is 
no question whatever of suspensions.” 
He also refuted Mr Sedgemor's sugecs- 
tion that black le received worse 
treatment st the hands of the police. 


The Burkes are the grandparcnts of 
Trevor Monerville, the youth who was 
found to have brain damage following 
his arrest two years ago by Stoke New- 
ington Police f ats il visited the 
Burke family last Friday to hear their 
story. 





Yard probe to decide on 










FOUATEEN months a 


HOW did Gary Stretch receive the 
injurics which have kept him off 
work for the last 14 months? 

That's the controversial question left unan- 
swered since that night in the Limes pub on 
November 5 1987. 

Mr Streich was ich with half his ear hang- 
ing off, & blood-red eye and bruising and 
gashes on his back. 

The 25-year-old window cleaner hesn’t 
worked since then. He still has scar Ussue on 
his spine and can’t lift bear objects. 

But he and the police officers are at Jogger- 
heads aver what happened that night. 

Mr Streich claims that he was dragged out 
of the Limes pub by the off-duty officers and 
beaten up in the sireet — but the officers put 
forward a different story. 

The Garetic has obtained one of the PCa‘ 
statements considered by the Director of Pub- 
lic Prosecutions. 

zy dete there © a8) a cutie ialihe ab 
after a confrontation with a group of men, But 
he does not admit they caused any criminal in- 
juries to Mr Stretch, . 


L 


UG 


go Gary Stretch was beaten up and left with 
horrifle injuries In a Hackney pub. Last weak the Director of Public 
Prosecution decided no charges would be brought against seven offi- 
cers accused of the assault. What happens next? Gazette reporter 
Martin Talbot spoke to the people involved. 








David Fitzpatrick, a Green Party member of 
Hackney’s Police Consultative Group, called 
for an inquiry inio how Mr Stretch got his in: 


jones. 

eet: at is unbelievable, wah ny nds 
te wedge of what apperenily ‘é 
that there hus/rsel besa ecive eiiesthy crv: 
nal investigation. 

“The whole thing haa come to a clearly un- 
satisfactory conclusion. Any injunes or dam- 
age 10 Stretch must be investigated otherwise 
there can be no public confidence in police in- 
vestigations.” 

Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill, of Hackney po- 
lice, said that the Police Complaints Authority 
is contidering whether of not to discipline the 
officers. 

He said: “I am as anzious ss anybody for 
the matter to be finalised at en early date. I 
have had officers surpended now for 14 
months, which is a massive strain on police re- 
sources, the officers and their families.” 

Det Supt John McAnile, of Scotland Yard's 

faints Investigation Hurcau, said that 0 
disciplinary investigation was being cactied 
out by the Yard's Intemal Discipline Branch. 


2¢-1- 8F 





RACIAL harassment, rookle cops and Travellers were all discussed at 


last Thursday's meeting of Hackne 


Council’s police consultative 


committee. Gazette reporter Martin Talbot was there. 







paign to tackle racial harassment 


might not perceive 
it is one of seven boroughs which will be focused on as part in the borough. But that wouldn't be 
of the London-wide month-long campaign next month. a as 


Thousands of homes in the borough will be feafletted with in- aah will be launched in corijunction ackney 
formation about the problem and how #1 can be tackled. Council at To re Tae 


Supt David Dugmore, of I 


mative camnpeign. The public will he told what cen be done to 


LEUPCSERUEEO SUA CEO EA TAD DAC EOEREAC ETON HT EPOG ODL ROREN REA A DORE UTA NESE ETOOONDTOCE OT TRDLEPOEE LOGE Eed oC TDOTT ROG UND APPESETAAS HOA FEDEGELNPTT MU SUCPIAGO ATMO ETLBOCTTURISORETY TTT AE EMHETITTTTEHTY 





Cahipaigh alts to combat tace Hate problem 


HACKNEY has been singled out for rpecial attention in a cem- 


"Some 


taid: “Hi‘s an infor: Supt 


eradicate thia nasty problem, 


i Scacaece 


have suffered recial harassment.” 


wn Hall on February 
Dugmore said that a tteering commitice had been set up 
with repretentetives from eihnic groups in the borough. 


Police getting 


too complacent 





' Say watchdogs 


POLICE are becoming compla- 
cent about Hackney's crime pro- 
pe watchdogs have 


aimed. 

They slanuned police riatements that 
ihe jatest figures — which show more 
ctimes solved — were encouraging. 

Ohief Supt Niall Malvihilt of 1 


lice said the figures showed leas ol 


ae but more acsta and a hi 
clear-up ratc. lie anid: “That ja most defi- 


Tilely cnonuraging.” 
Hut consultative rember Maur- 
ice Gwen said are 50 


robberies a week and 140 boraiarles in| 


Hackney. That's nothing to be compla- 
tenta 

“The figures also only show about one 
out of 10 reported ries iolved md 
Nese than one out of 10 burglaries, These 
figures are far, far too high. 

Cir Joe Lobenticin agreed: “I don't 
think we can be encouraged by the fac 


AT te al 


@ Chief Sopt Nisit Motvihtil - 
nel ennplacent.” 





think these figures are indicative of com- 
rai = our officers are not compla- 
cont 


“There have been Jexs offences over- 
all, Gut arrests are up 13 per cent. Also 
18.7 per cent of crimes are being ralved 
which ia up on last year.” 

The Agures reveuled on Thursday com: 
Rrovesnber 1988 wich the corecopeesicg 

over 
petiod in 1987. ri 

Assaults are 24 per cent op on last 

= from $00 in 1987, to 9972 in 198K 
is in tine with the national trend, he 
ae police are also solving more of 


robberies had seen offences drop by 20 
Be es ene 


one 
who 


that against the person hat gone 


cent, 
win this day and age that is quite onac- 


want toknow thatthe a+ have a major 


qialeet td ed st bed cal ees! 


i Top cop 
‘gives run 
down on 


Chief Supt Mulvihill hit back: 


HACKNEY’S lop out. 
Hed the polices powers 
in moving Trareiters on, 


Chief Supi Niall Muts!- 
hil said that there are 


three tegal means of mov- 
ing therm. They are: 


@ Section 39 of ihe Public 
Order Act, which can be 
used to more people from 


@ Section 137 of the Wiltal 
Obsiruction of The High- 
waye Act, which can be 
used ta move Trarefiers 
parked by the roadakie: 
@A court order, which 
can be obtsined from the 
county court. Hackney 
Council preferred this aa 
they didn’t Whe using the 
Publle Order Act, 


thal police were happy to 
be present wher /t wos 
belng ixywed to make sure 
there was no breach of the 


peace. 

But be added: “We hare 
to adopl « compassionate 
stance. It's not as simple 
as to clmply more people 
at any Ume of day. 

“Sometimes H fs Ina 


Travellers ptrsrs's cc 


poorer la mare caravans; 






ROOKIE cops should spend more of 
thelr training mixing with Hackney's 
ehole minoritles. 

That was the ieee tpable Inetsage to 
Clty Road's head of police training, 
Tnap Howard Rack, on Thursday. 

ory Cilr Bernard Landsman, who 
ts a member of the consultative group, 
sald; “What sirlkes young policemen 
when they come to Hackney bs the tre. 
rae ethnle wiz we have. 





Ethnic mix call 
over police 
training 


even more sense for cach officer ic 
work within groups such as these as 
pari of a project.” 

Insp Back asked members of the 
group for Ideas to help raw recrults 

¢1 used fo the specific problems of po- 
Icing In the borough, 

In 20 weeks’ basic tralning at Hen- 
don pollee iralning centre the roukles 
fearn everything fram the basic law to 
powers of arrest and search, he said, 

Bul when they step from the clacs- 
room onto the streets of crime-ridden 
Hackney it's the hardest part of theie 
career. 44 

Insp Rack asked: “What shoot we 
eipoie Ihem to la order for them to 
ert the speciallst understanding of the 
exirsord ara problems af policing ia 


Each receult's 10 weeks’ on-the-job 
training fs spilt up Into siz weeks on 
the beat whh a hardened, experienced 
cop and four weeks In the stallon. 

nsp Bick sald: “It's a vital 10 


weeks = & make of break period af the * 


tnd of which we bope are produced 


: 3 Fo- 
David Fitzpatrick, of the Milfelde Wee off bo understand Hack- 
eel ra c¢ officers who understand Ha 


r4 -_ er 
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Pine Fn Cato meetings during he 


Supt Motvihi recom. pPropriste lo move * 
mended the use of the ®! diferent tlmes of 
courl order and added night” 





Commissioner 
to get manning 
demand 


LONDON'S ton cop is s¢1 for a thow- 
down with Hackney's police watchdogs. 

Metropolitan Police commistioner Sir 
Teter Imbert has agreed to attend «@ mect- 
ing of Flackney's Police Community 
Consultative Group. 


u ched by Group chairper- 
ton Betty Biernfeld at x Busirese. Weich 
meciing L Dajetan Jasi month. 

Priorities 


Mrs Hfomfeld told the Gazene: “I'm 
sure he is fully aware of our feelings 
sbout the under-manning of Hackney = 
there just aren't enough officers walking 
the streets. 


* "Ome of our first priorities when we 


were first seals bl = peop 

firong represerimions to ome 
secretary Douglas Hurd abou the pro- 
‘i a 


i 


« Discussing F 


r 


She said she Me Imbert would: 
rahe Panag lative group, si bi 
scusting the borough's, poticin 
fa members. eee 2 ies 
Last week Mrs Blonafielé hat sugges] 
ted that Mr Imbert he come lone of the 


BF 


10 


Frail penioners beaten up by police 


HACKNEY police 
officers were once 
again involved in an 
unnecessary fracas last 
week when an elderly 
couple were attacked 
in their home. 

Officers investigat- 
ing 2 road accident in- 
volving a car belonging 
to 76-year-old Edgar 
Burke were reported 
to have dragged him 
from his sick-bed to 
the police station dres- 
sed only in his under- 
wear. 

Mr Burke’s 70-year- 
old wife, Marie Burke, 
suffered injuries as the 
officers pushed past 
her to enter the cou- 
ple’s bedroom at their 
home in Dalston, east 
London, 

Mrs Burke was alle- 
gedly dragged from 
her home and thrown 
on the floor of the 
police van, where she 
further suffered police 
officers standing on 
her wrists and ankles. 

At the station Mrs 


Burke was reportedly 
forced to undergo a 
strip search before 
being charged with 
actual bodily harm. 
Mr Burke, whose di- 


abetic condition has’ 


led to his being reg- 
istercd disabled, was 
released without 


charpe alter the police 
found out he was not 
travelling in the car at 


mg i 


the time of the acci- 
dent. 

The Crown Prosecu- 
tion Services dropped 
the charges apainst 
Mrs Burke two days 
after the incident. 

The Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso- 
ciation (HCDA) is set 
to demand the Direc- 
tor of Public Prosecu- 
tions carry out an in- 
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vstigation in the public 
interest. 

An HCDA spokes- 
person said that the 
twelve officers directly 
involved in the attack 
on Mr and Mrs Burke 
should be charged with 
indecent assault and 
kidnapping. 

Chicf Supt Niall 
Mulvihill, in charge of 
Hackney police, re- 
fused td comment on 
the incident as an offi- 
cial complaint against 
the arresting officers 
was presently being in- 
vestigated. 

He did, neverthe- 
less, deny the involve- 
ment of twelve offic- 
ers, claiming there 
were only three offic- 
ers present. 

However, an inde- 
pendent witness, who 
prefers not to be tden- 
tificd, says he passed 
the Burke home at the 
time of the incident 
and counted no less 
than 27 officers. 

Arresting officers 


were unavailable for 
comment. 

Mr John Monerville, 
the Burke's son, told 
Caribbean Times that 
he expected little bet- 
ter from Hackney poli- 
ce. 

“LT still find myself 
feeling a little shocked 
that anyone could be- 
have this way towards 
two elderly people,” 
he said. 

, “The police’s con- 
duct was disgraccful 
and it provided 
another example of 
how lawless they are 
becoming,” he added. 


The HCDA is re- 
commending that all 
officers involved in the 
incident be immediate- 
ly suspended with a 
view to eventual dis- 
missal. 


Hackney East MP 
Brian Sedgemore has 
arranged for an carly 
day motion in the 
House of Commons 
this week. 
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probe ‘call 
i ae : 
;HACKNEY Community De-: 
fence Association has called: 
ron the Director of Public Pro-: 
raccutions to investigate the’ 
jarcummances ride dl 
ithe arrest of pensioners Edgar; 
cand Marie Burke. 

© The association, which is 
an pa er yma fog 
campaigning grou e: 
terug ke out following: 
‘last week's House of Com-! 
mons motion from Hackney- 
‘South MP Brian Sedgemore,” 
in which he named officers in-' 
volved in their arrest and; 
called for them to be suspen- 
ded pending an investigation 
into allegations of essault, 
false arrest, and false imprti- 


sonment. 
’ Mr Burke, 76, and Mra 
Burke, 70, were arrested at 
their home in Richmond 
Road, Dalston, three weeks 
‘ago after Mre Burke had 
oned the police to report an : 
Fhe cowie tis erocesiing| 
2 e sre ing 
with @ civil action against the 


police. 


J 


HG 


ye 


but he is also to _ 


be congratulated '*. ~« 


: BRIAN Sedgemore MP is to be congratulated fot 


the firm stand he has taken on the actions of the 
Hackney police officers involved in the arrest of Mr 
‘and Mrs Burke, the two pensioners taken from their 
con January 16°" Wh 

_ We hope all police officers share in the commun- 
eit abhorence of crimes against the old and dis- 
abled. However, it appears that Chief Supt 
Mulvihill is Act so damning when police officers are 
accused of such crimes. In effect, he has condoned 
the actions of police officcrs — dragging a disabled 
man of 76 from his sick bed and sinp-searching a 
woman of 70 — by stating: “There is no question 
whatever of suspensions.” —s 
It does not take # statement by en MP in the 
House of Commons for people to recognise grave in- 


peice and abuse of human rights. Any senior po- 
ice officer with regard for community concern , 


would have suspended the police officers s- 


‘ible immediately. Hackney police's failure to do so | 


raises serious doubts as to their declared concern for ' 


 communit licing. ~ GRAHAM SMITH, . 


HACKNEY OMMUNITY DEFENCE ASSO.- 
eran. RECTORY ROAD, STOKE NEW: : 
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Burkes plight ignored 


THE mistreatment of 
two old age pensioners 
was thought unworthy 
of news coverage by 
the national press. 

Mr and Mrs Edgar 
and Marié Burke suf- 
fered a terrifying 
ordeal when police 
officers came to their 
home to investigate a 
traffic incident which 
involved their car. 

Mr Burke, aged 76 
and a registered diabe- 


tic, was dragged from - 


his sick bed to the poli- 
ce Station to make a 
Statement. Seventy- 
one year old Mrs 
Burke received similar 


‘Ga 


treatment and a charge 
of actual bodily harm 
which was later drop- 
ped. 


Injuries 


‘The Burkes are the 
grandparents of Tre- 
vor Monerville, the 
man who has taken out 
a civil action against 
nearby Stoke Newinp- 
ton police concerning 
injuries requiring ma- 
jor brain surgery, 
which he claims he ori- 
ginally received whilst 
in police custody dur- 
ing January 1987. 

The Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso- 


Se 7% 


ciation (HCDA) 
alerted all the relevant 
press almost immedi- 
atcly. 
However, despite 
this, being briefed and 
given access to all the 
relevant parties the on- 
ly nationally distri- 
buted papers which 
deemed the story im- 
portant cnough for 
thetr news papes were 
the Caribbean Times 
and the Morning Star. 
“Thames TV news 
came and flapped 
around a lot but later 
told us that they were 
unable to use the piece 





get an MP to comment 
on it,” said a spokes- 
person for the HCDA. 

Peter Murthur of the 
Guardian told Carib- 
bean Timés that he 
had written the story 
and presented it to his 
news editor but it had 
not been used. 


Action 


“The selection of 
news for cach'day’s 
edition is left to the 
jurisprudence of the 
news editor,” he said, 

Mr and Mrs Burke 
are considering taking 
legal action against the 


because they couldn’t . police. 
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-gCouncil and engets join 


HACKNEY Council and ihe pole police anti - 

urie ¢ hatchet this week an 

teed fo ware peer cl lNew ir initiative 
tacks, : 

nieces a ee brings joint — 

Own Tall An police ave CO-opera- “| pe _ crackdown - 


blicly on any initiative. ae 
ayor Medlin Lewis is to chair a steer- 3 
ing group monitoring racial attacks. And on attac ks 
in the next few weeks, every home in the 
borough will get an action guide onhow §* 
catch offenders. sitack victims had been wary of the pallel be. 
The campaign was Because cause of the way they had been treated in the 
Hackney Town Hall Depaty Assistant Com- st + and added that the council's own appal- 
missioner Wyn Jones, who is 4 combi Dam ing housing conditions had proved fertile 
Hackney crackdown, said: “I hope thi breeding ground for racial attacks, 
rete heralds a fresh relationship between ihe cee s said there were no plans to set 
lice and the borough of Hackney,” a pedal race attacks police unit in Hack- 
Spee Poe eas see 
™ aimed somne cre- 
dit for the launch of the crackdown, “The fact exufied nn? ne MARPOWEF Could not be 
that this campaign has been faumched shows asa he added that, if the need arose, he 


ed have taken on board a lot of what — would consider sctting up a special unit inthe | @ Mayor Medlin Lewis launches the campal with DAC WwW pation 1d Su D 
we have been saying over the years about ra- borough to tackle racial violence. 3 ~ Dugmore, of Hackney's youth and the camp i ’ oem). ss : 7 


cial attacks. J think the police have Ieamed a 
la.” © This week's launch ts part of a £400,000 — —3 
Stabbed Pc says: 


Both police chiefs and council bosses hadto = campaign across 19 London boroughs 
‘I'm ho heto’ 





face criticism at the Iaunch. Unmesh Desai, of | almed at fighting racial harassment. 


i" - Armed police ; 
in estate raid 


A POSSEE of crack police marksmen 
swooped to smash a Downs Estate drugs 
den on Saturday afternoon. 
: Fifty police officers, including a dozen 
“Blue Berets” of Scotland Yard's tactical 
firearms unit, swarmed on the estate at 
about icatine. 

Potlce launched the rald after staking out 
an address In Glendown House for several 
weeks aller a ip-off. 








' Th z . Z 
a peal aale open the front door and ar NRAVE r0KIG cop ColinWatson, who chased & 
Fesled five people in the rald. A pollce 
spokesperson sald that (wo guns and some burglary suspect despite being stabbed three times, 
ros wars Wad Rh hia said this week? “Don’t call me a hero. He got 
{Té ACi+ awa 
sad. . lip mo that the address was cee . oe modest policeman who joined the force 10 months ee 
ed to deal drugs. and has spent just four months on the beat was left for dead 
pare were wormed that the people could with knife wounds in his chest end back i 
aie co we armed pollce as a pre: | “Fhe 31-year-old Dalston Pc was called in in his van patrol unit 
surtamen speared a ery Corn Sa Newington ty donc 
arge 
with various drugs offences. , a Aalerg thse eer frat nel i prienipesst cic ne 
a tke alley, 


Pe Watson stayed in the car with the man while his collea- 
ied checked the heute for more evidence, but the man sudden- 
produced a knife and held it to his throat. 
Ered it and the blade sliced into my fingers,” he said. 
at ed him into the front of the car and the door came open. 


He tried to get away and I by tackled him. That was when 
LH G LE - os oe fe itabed tee twice bithe beck: 
But the brave bobby gave chase and caughi up with the man 


about 100 yards away as he headed for Green Lance. 

“| hit him twice with my truncheon, but he stabbed me again 
in the chest and as I fell to the ground he shouted “Now you're: 
dead,” and ran off. 

+ “Y'c Watson called out 's stop him’ to a young man who brave- 
ly had a go, but he backed off when he saw the suspect wield- 
ing the knife,” said Det Sgt Tony Fuller. “We are keen to find 
the couple because they could have vital clues, 

“We also want anyone clac who was in the arca at about 8- 
8.30pm end'noticed anyone matching the suspect's description 
sunning away.” 

Pr eS is described as a light-skinned black man, 6ft 

tall, aged 20-25, and weighing 17-18 storné with large bel- 
=A He was wearing a crew neck woollen green or blue jumper 
with flecks in it and cord trousen 

He with information should contact Dalston police, tel: 
484 


Clues in hunt for 
police knife attacker 


DETECTIVES have been given vital clues to the identity of the 
knifeman who stabbed rookie cop, Colin Watson, three times 
and left him fordead, . 

The brave 31-year-old Dalston policeman chased the bur- 
plary suspect along Lordship Road, Stoke Newington, with 

ood pouring from two stab wounds in his back. 

He managed to catch up with him but the vicious knifeman 
plunged the weapon into his chest. 

Police have traced a young couple who the suspect bumped 
into as he was pursued by the brave bobby, 

“We saline meee pe ee and they have 

v * gai cr, 
PT he iotfemen ran off jowart Green Lanes and it’s there 
we want witnesses, He made off in the direction of Tottenham, 
probably on foot and still holding the knife.” 

The incident happened on Sunday, February 5, between 8pm 
and rene The suspect is described as a light-skinned black 
man, 6ft 2ins tali, aged 20-25, and weighing 17-18 stone with a 
iarge belly, He was wearing a crew neck green or blue woollen 
jumper with flecks in it and cord trousers, Anyone with infpor- 
mation should telephone 488 7271, 


ale 


Kidnap and 
poisoning charges 
are dropped 


THE Crown Prosecution Service has dropped kidnapping and 
poisoning charges against 10 people. 

The announcement was made at Old Street Court where com- 
mittal proceedings in the case were to take place. 

The five men and five women, all of whom were on bail, did 
not attend court as they had been previously notified that the 
case against them was to be formally discontinued. 

They had been charged with forcibly abducting and carrying 
away Mark Berry from his home at Graham Road, Dalston on 
October 18 last year, and unlawfully and maliciously admin- 
istering poison or & noxious thing to him. 

Those charged were: Helen Steel, 23, of Linden Road, South 
Tottenham; David Thomas, 21, unemployed, of West Bank, 
Stoke Newington; Alan Hirons, 21, unemployed, of Oxted 
Court, Homeleigh Road Estate, Stoke Newington; Elizabeth 
Henton, 40, a teacher, of Mayola Road, Lower Cla on; Gre- 
gory Toubkin, 35, unemployed, of Oxted Court, Homeleigh 
Road Estate; Jonathan Blair, 25, student, of Oxted Court: Ju- 
dith Sayer, 24, courier, of Graham Road, Dalston: Katherine 
Lorimer, 25, and Justin Tidbury, 27, both of Godston Court, 
Homeleigh Road, Stoke Newington and Ann Hickling, 22, un- 
employed, of the Homeleigh Road Estaic, Stoke Newington. 
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OFFICERS from 
the notorious Dal- 
Ston police station 
have been accused 
of assaulting a 
mother-of-four 
and holding her 
unlawfully. 


The woman, who 
can not be identified, 
suffered an ordeal 
which is becoming in- 
creasingly typical of 
those experienced by 
black people who 
come into contact with 
officers based at east 
London stations, parti- 
cularly Hackney, Dal- 
ston and Stoke 
Newington. 

The woman says she 
was singled out from a 


queue of motorists 
who were all ob- 
Structed by an oncom- 
ing refuse truck. 

The officers made a 
thorough check of the 
woman’s vehicle be- 
fore discovering an 
irregularity on her tax 
disc. 


Consistent 


The registration 
number on her disc 


' Was consistent with 


that of her car, except 
there was a letter 
which more closely re- 
sembled an E than the 
G which was printed 
on her licence plate. 


Despite the | 


woman’s assurances 


CT 


that the tax disc had 
simply been written 
badly, the officers in- 
Sisted she accompany 
them to Dalston sta- 
tion. 

The woman’s pro- 
tests that she be allo- 
wed to make arrange- 
ments for someone to 
pick up her children 
from school and 
hursery were ignored 
while the police check- 
ed her immigration 
Status with the Home 
Office. . 

Despite obtaining 
complete verification 
of the woman's driving 
documents and immig- 
ration status, the offic- 
ers insisted on locking 
her in a cell. 


police 


She said her protests 
at her treatment were 
answered with a vj- 
cious beating at the 


_hands of four officers. 


She saved herself se- 
rious injury by claim- 
ing she was pregnant. 


_ Injuries 


Her examination by 
@ police doctor on fi- 
nally being released re- 
vealed injuries to the 
face and head. She was 
later forced to call for 
an ambulance when 
she began bleeding at 
home. 


On returning to the. 


police station, as in- 
Structed, the woman 
was told that no 


24 ~ 2-8 


ssaulted” woman to 
sue Dalston 





charges would be 
brought against her. 

However, two 
senior officers re- 
quested she sign a 
document which stated 
she accepted their 
apology for the mis- 
handling she had re- 
ceived and her agree- 
ment not to take the 
matter any further. 

To her credit the 
woman resisted the 
pressure placed upon 
her and, on the advice 
of her solicitor, is now 
pursuing a civil action 
against the Dalston 
police. 

A spokesman for 
Dalston police refused 
to comment on the in- 
cident. 
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A MAN wrongly suspected of being an 
armed robber is demanding an official 
‘apology from police after armed offi- 
cers from Scotiand Yard's crack blue 
‘berets firearms unit stormed hls Hack- 
‘ney home and arrested him. 
T Police marksmen ringed the ground-floor 
maisonette In Orwell Court on Hapeer- 
ston’s Suffolk Estate last Friday morning 
following a nationwide hunt for 2 gang who 
fired shots at pursuing police after a 
£20,000 raid in Nottingham the previous 
evening. ©: 3 
r Police from Clty Road had been keeping 
the Hackney home of 31-year-old Kevin 
White under observation since the early 
hours after a police patrol noticed his Ja- 
guar car parked in garages at the rear of 
ls home matched the description of the one 
used by the robbers in thelr getaway. 
&: Police immediately surrounded the block 
and sealed off the area and warned nelgh- 
bours to stay indoors. 4 
« Then as his unsuspecting 50-year-old mo- 
ther left the malsonette to po to work, she 
was held by police. : 
<' As residents of Matblocks overlooking his 
wiome watched from the safety of their balco- 
inies, police trained thelr guns on a bewil- 
ered Kevin and ordered him to come out 
rwith his arms held high. 
Bs a was absolutely terrified and didn’t 
sa What was happening,” he sald. “It 
was liké a scene from one of those cops and 
robbers shows on television, but this time.it 





HC 


THe TT 


offer apology 
gun-point 
t blunder 


a 


was real, 

“{ knew I hadn't done anything wrong, 
but the sudden realisation of what was hap- 
pening got to me in the police van and I faln- 
ted with shock. 

“Apparently they suspected me because 
When they examiried the car just after dam 
the tre was still warm, but that was be- 
cause I had been out at my giriflend’s and 
had returned home at that ime. 

“They also told me they had checked the 
police computer and found I had previous 


: convictions for stealing cars, but that was 


when J was a juveniie. 

After belng placed In a police cell and 
questioned by detectives from Nottingham- 
shire, he was later diminated from enquir- 
les and released. : 

“1 feel very bitter about what happencd, 
not Jest because of the way I was treated 
but because my mother was forced to suffer 
such a harrowing experience as welt,” he 

id 


sald. 
This week the top cop at Hackney and 
City Road offered Mr White a public apo- 


Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill! sald: “Mr 
White has clearly been eliminated from con- 
nection with this Investigation. He is not a 
su for any offence. 

“I regret any inconvenience caused to 
him or his family and the nelghbourhacd, 
but I hope they will understand the need 
for the police to have acted as they did, and 
at all times I can assure them that it Is in 
good faith.” 
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Harassment 
advice 


A NEW advice centre in 
Stoke Newington for victims 
of racial harassment or police 
malpractice s next week, 

© sessions will -take 
Place on Monday and Wed- 
nesday evenings between 
6pm and and have been 


organised by Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Association. 
They will include basic: legal 
advice, advice on rights, and 
personal rt. 

HCDA is based at 50 Rect- 
ory Road, and there is a 24- 
hour answ ¢ service on 
249 0193. - | 
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better service is provided by them 
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Fu timmaidsn Seeneaees mee me 
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Nicked drug dealers 
get replaced quickly 
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Complaints procedure 


hag called) §=you have ne 
reports 


endest Potica Com- ven." life. Many officers, [ con 
cisinte Authority te eee of the aol are ln quits a 
templets their iavestiga- Mitificids Users Group sate and very ” 
Hons Inte complaints sald a “sense of ding Eddie MeGlaty of Hack. 
made agatast Hackney of- had been created by In- ey and Tower Hamicis 
Ticere vertigailons being allewed = Chamber of Commerce 
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chairman, Charles Coie, Chlef | 
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MP vows to go to Home Secretary 
pe ee eee SOUS SECIEtal) 


-~Road closures fail to-~ 


1 * 
Triimenione SLAaMpP Out vice problem 
Ing beard thet the focal fish end chip shop a 
even displeys 0 sign bs ke window telling jark- ; 
Sea bt does not sell druge, FURIOUS residents have hit cot at the fallure Scere rat ale thet Seems New ingion 
En the laxen raid heroia with o strect ;0f road closure tactics in cheering Suumford did net have the man-power to te a 
value of over was esed, Hid of fu provunte plague. “yeamp” operation in the area, like the 10-0ffl-) 
“One dealer hed a one and 9 half pounds of » And local MP Duane Abba has vowed t cer that cleared King's Croes, 1 
heroin in his possession.” wxid ‘lake the issue to Iloma Secretary Douglas He called for changes in the law, outlawin 
Trevor Harvey from Chry Road > “Hurd in a bid to bp the ares once and for wlers om fort and disqualifying dri- 
“Ancther wes arrested with 67 folded pack-- ait vert Jour kerb crawling. In the meantime he 
3 of heroin on he.” t Angry residenu have met. the Hackney ssid he would be increasing the seamber of pa 
He said the problere would net go away and Nonh and Stoke Newington MP on Monday — upls in the area’ 
whet police seeded was information oo that in a lant ditch bid to clear the area of Me view = Quict residential tide-ctreeie off Ambhurst’ 
premises could be ond the scree anal problem. Roed have been tumed into streets of shame 
Bryan oh tread. "They eaid that council roed cloaurca de- ao the proninses ply their vex fer -anle td. 
ei Sop. said the potice fe Hack- signed to stop kerb-crewlers just push the pro: Residents are woken up in the middle of the 
‘Bey Yure comsniteed te tackling the drogs pro- bier from one quict cide -strest to the neal night eae asgumy with their costo- 
blem ond sald it was one of the division's top Now Ms Abbot hea called on Stoke New- ment. Jocal women sey they have been 
priorities, ington police chief Peter Twist for « “ewamp” Peooesoned by kart easier 
Bah talet eee ripen el opel Dperniion to clear the wea. Mondfield, fram Amborst Fark, seid: 
Boe problem,” be Hut she added: “[ will wait to hear from “We are even afraid for our children. We 
Chief Supt Telet, but in the end it’s don’t want them comming home and secing 
more rescurers for Stoke Newington. Ten pre-  chings like this, 
pared to go to the Flome Secretary on “Aa the counci] close toeds the 
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‘Drugs raid swoop 
on nightclub 









com om = where your everyday ecry- ~—aihepher ag rakes * Between 380 end 200 le wirein 2088 conducted here for o very long 
ightclub egret early sesoed ot Be hab st eee tnap N =e dogs, including saifler dogs 
. highictu According to Chief Orman : 
~~ Race attack reports spiral Sunday morag and wrested 2 yen eames eee Sortie reac 
eg wide within 30 9 a1 officers ai Hackney, Chy Road, 
cednecgenacteeend | mcrae mtetomrs camden: Se goon pion 
i rd] aE 
“gtacks hes resubled i en increase in the reports: Nine of the surpects were arrested, bat do-, bia were sedzect in the ral on Faces night Excellent BE pgeror eer py © chan: 
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A wal of 43 sacle incidents wese seporied avaiable. Pot te aeina u Croft that the . mutenum of fuss. The officers dwel Police aay thal, of the 25 people arres- 
sulpsear blr oper oly bits Of the 90 ruspexte, 36 were white, IE Af el bose ened Fe on Soxlied, 8 Sere ax tinicn ocekald ee ted, two were wornen. 
Superintendent Deve Dugmore, head of the GaiTibean and the othess unknown. "4 well ag several complaints abuut noire. a 
eeanghs, peice: youh end commen Of the victims, the greatest number of race 


* mitecks Grected of the Jewish commun- 
iy, followed by the Afro-Caribiea and then, 
the Asian sxmneramity, 
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Amnesty call for sweatshop workers 
FOF Sweatshop workers 





THE children of illegal immigrants arrested in 
‘A Surprise raid on a Dalston clothing factory 
led a march of 3,000 banner-waving demon- 
eat through the streets of Hackney on Sun- 


The massive march ~ one of the largest ever 
seen in the borough — was in protest at the 
threatened deportations of 14 Turkish workers 
and their families. ; 

Seven of the 38 “sweatshop” worker: arres- 
ted as suspected illegal immigranis by police 
and Home Office officials at the factory in 
Springfield House, Tyssen Street, last week 
have already been kicked out of the apr 

Six are still being held in custody at Home 
Office detention centres and Rotherhithe po- 
lice station. 

Before the march, Hackney North and 
Stoke Newington MP, Diane Abbott, and Is- 
lington North MP, Jeremy Corbyn, addressed 
& mecting against the deportations and immi- 
gration controls at the Halkevi Turkish Com- 
munity Centre in Stoke Newington Road. 

Eleven of the 14 workers facin expulsion 
have applied to the Home Office for political 
asylum and four are waiting the outcome of ap- 


Immigration swoop |... way 
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als against the notices to deport them. 
Pcie of Hackney’s 7,000 strong Turkish 
community called this week for the unauthor- 
ised workers to be granted an amnesty and al- 
lowed to stay. 

Nafiz Bostancui, president of the Hatkevi 
Turkish Community Centre said: “It is not pos- 
sible to solve the immigration problem with 
police raids, 

“Those facing deportation have families oy 
with children who will | be uprooted from their [FF 
homes and schools if the Home Office expell & 
them.” 
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Dalston's » Chief Supt Peter Twist, 
who took hatoe ck the salina side of the 
operation, stressed at Thursday night's police 
community consultative group meeting that 
the Turkish community had not been singled 
out. “The community has not been largelted 
and this large scale operation was not a fishing 
expedition, he said, 

Lots of work went into this by the Home 
Office who had strong evidence provided to 
them by an anonymous tip-off. The police 
were simply there as the statuatory law enfor- 
cement body because we were asked to be,” 


a $F oa 
@ Young protesters on Sunday’s march. 
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‘HE contribution 
f an east London 
ousewife brought 
ome the reality of 
iscrimination to 
ist week’s public 
orum to discuss 
1e next course of 
ction open to the 
ampaign on be- 
alf of an impris- 
ned black woman 
n the United 
tates. 

The Knight family 
tels a particular 
mpathy with the 
{OVE = supporters 
impaign for justice as 
icir own eight year 
mp quest continucs to 
rove fruitless. 

When Mrs Knight 
nd her daughters Jen- 
ifer and Janice be- 
ime involved in the 
test, and loudest, of 
scrics of arguments 
ith their neighbours, 
1¢ Deightons, in 
ovember 1981 the 
cighbours called the 
olice, 

On arrival the police 
rst consulted the 
cighton family be- 
»re launching into the 


three females. 

Mrs Knight suffered 
a split lip while Janice, 
then only 13, was 
struck on the nose. 

After more than 12 
hours in Stoke 
Newington police sta- 
tion Mrs Knight and 
Jennifer were charged 
with a breach of the 
peace.Two days later 
they were told that the 
Deightons had decided 
they now wished to 
press charges. 


Trial 


The ensuing trial at 
Snaresbrook Crown 
Court in September 
1982 found Mrs Knight 
and Jennifer facing 
five charges cach, in- 
cluding assault, actual 
bodily harm and gre- 
vious bodily harm on 
the Deightons, 

Both were acquitted 
on three charges cach 
and the jury was hung 
on two. The subse- 
quent retrial also failed 
to secure a verdict, de- 
spite the tenacious 
efforts of the prosecu- 
tion, and the Knights 
were eventually found 


not guilty. 

Mrs Knight decided 
that she and her 
daughters had suffered 
sufficient physical dis- 
comfort, mental 
anguish and humilia- 
tion to commence an 
action against the poll- 
ce. 

On the confident 


advice of their solici- 
tor, who believed she 
had a very strong case, 
Mrs Knight was pre- 
pared to serve a writ 
on the police claiming 
substantial damages 
for assault, false arrest 
and the malicious pro- 
secution of herself and 
her daughters. 


However, the case 
was thwarted by the 
withdrawal of legal aid 
by the Law Socicty. 

“t don’t believe I 
should give up,” said 
Mrs Knight. 

“The case of Ramo- 
na Africa humbles me 
somewhat because | 
fecl that the loss she 


anted - justice for the Knights 


and her family experi- 
enced is far more 
traumatic, but it serves 
to show us that we are 
not alone in our sor- 
row and it gives us 
strength to continue 
secking an avenue af- 
ter all roads scem clo- 
sed,” she added. 


MP calls for police 


to be prosecuted 


HACKNEY MP Brian 
Sedepmore has called 
for criminal charges to 
be brought against two 
police officers, WPC 
210 Martin and PC 263 
Hargreaves, for their 
part in a craven attack 
on two old ape pen- 
sioners recently. 

A civil action is 
being sought against 
Hackney Police over 
an incident which took 
place last January in- 
volving a squad of no 
less than 12 against a 
76 year-old diabetic 
and his 70 year-old 


Advice to combat 


wilc. 

A routine traffic off- 
ence inquiry became a 
horror story as the two 
pensioners were 
thrown into a police 
van where the man was 
forced to undergo a 
breathalyser test while 
his wife was forcibily 
strip-scarched and 
charged with actual 
bodily harm before 
being released. 

Two days tater, 
faced with adverse 
publicity from a public 
outcry, the charges 
against the 70 year-old 


woman were dropped. 
Nevertheless, 
charges of assualt, un- 
lawful arrest and un- 
lawful imprisonment 
arc being sought 
against the police. 


Comment 


Chief Superinten- 
dent Mulvihill, of 
Hackney, claims he is 
unable to comment on 
the situation because it 
is under investigation. 
He did, however, 
assert that “there is no 
question of any sus- 
pensions.” 


racial attacks 


A RECENT spate of 
atiacks on the black 
community of Hack- 
ney has prompted a 
local organisation to 
set up bi-weekly advice 
Sessions. 

The Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso- 
ciation will run the ses- 
sions with the help of 
locals with expericnce 
of racial harassment or 
police malpractice. 

Basic Icgal and 


rights advice will be 
given and if necessary 
people will be put in 
touch with sympathetic 
solicitors who have 
handled racial harass- 
ment cases in the past. 

Sessions will be pri- 
vate and held in the 
offices of the Family 
Centre, 50 Rectory 
Road, London NI6 
7TQY.Telephone 01- 
249 0193. 
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watchdog 
call 
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RACE watchdogs. have called for 2 
people's forum to be set op to monitor 
policing in Hackney. 

The call, from Hackney Council For 
Racial Equality, followed « mecting 
held carlier this month at Hackney 
Town Hall. 

Among the kers at the confer- 
ence was David Hennings, of Greater 
London Action For Racial Equality. 
Speaking of the Metropolitan Police, 
he said: “People at the top have leamt 


UC 


the language of equal opportunities, 
but on the ground there is little teal evi- 
dence of changing attitudes. 

"Racial abuse of suspects, passport 
raids, wrongful arrests, and detention 
under the Mental Health Act conti- 
mucs.” 

Unmesh Desai, of Hackney. Coun- 
cil’s Police Committee Support Unit, 
said: “We are not anti-police, we are 
simply saying that policing is a local 
servicé which should be accountable to 
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local residents like any other local 
service, 

“A People’s Forum on policing 
would be a means whereby the police 


. could be more accountable to the com- 


munity,” 
earey already has one police for- 
um — the Police Consultative Group, a 


statutory body set up two years ago by 
the police, and regularly attended by 
around 25 community representatives. 


2 | 


Vicious 


stabbing 


outside 
gay bar. 





POLICE say a stabbing victim is lucky 
to be alive after a vicious atiack outside 
8 gay pub. 

The thug struck outside the London 

pprentice pub in Old Street where Ai- 
den Reidy, 31, of Cudworth Street, Be- 
thnal Green was drinking last 
Wednesday night. 
* Mr Reidy was approached by two 
men who asked him the time. As he 
glanced at his watch, one stabbed him 
in.the stomach while the other man just 
looked on. 


> 


HC 


Det Sgt Jeff Lancaster of City Road 
police said: “The attack was so brutal 
that we're lucky not to have a murder 
inquiry on our hands. The only motive 
appears to have been that Mr Reidy is 


Mr Reidy was rushed to the intensive 
care unit at London Hospital, Whiteche- 
pel. As the Gazette went to press his 
condition was “stable,” 

Police have issued a description of 
the stabber and want to hear from any 
witnesses,to the attack which happened 


Racist 
attack 


RACISTS shoved buming 
pepers through the letterbox 
of a Bangladeshi man’s home 
and scrawled offensive 
messages on the front door, 
ul Hai heard knocking 
on the door of his first-floor 
flat at Fellowes Court, 
ggerston. 
Fa ed Sg Ms I 
esperson said Mr Hai 
had already suffered several 
racist attacks, but had no idea 
who was responsible, 


Z£-4-87 


jest after Zam, 

He is of Mediterranean/Greek a - 
ance, in his early 20s, 5ft Sins cht, of 
slight build, clean-shaven, with short 
dark bushy hair and a cockney accent. 

Contact DS Lancaster at City Road 

CID on 488 5271 with information. 
@ Hoxton shopkeeper, 25-year-old 
Glen Stuart, was stabbed in the sto- 
math in Purcell Street, Hoxton, last Fri- 
day night after a punch-up earlier that 
evening with his attacker at a pub. He 
went to London Hospital. 


aes 
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‘ROOKIE cops are being thrown onto the violent streets of Hack- 
ney because street-wise crime-fighters are afraid to work here, a 
police chief said this week. 

- The claim came after three constables were rushed to hospital following se 
cious attacks in just five days this week. One Pc needed 16 stitches in his head and 
face after an attack, and another was rushed to Homerton's intensive care unit after he 


was stabbed in the chest. 

Two of the officers are probatio- 
ners with lesa than two years’ exper- 
ience ce the gary wang 
concemt ler 
Twist. Paying aheee to tbe Pookien 
bravery, he said: “Many of these offi- 
cers are.young, and working in Hack- 
ney ig their first experience of the 

ers of inner-city arcas. 

“Unfortunately, many officers with 
experience in London now recognise 
the dangers in areas such as this and 
are reluctant to serve here. Few police 
officers wish to work in arcas where 
the likelihood of them being assaulted 


by MARTIN TALBOT 


is $0 i 

“If it wasn't for young officers 
such as these, I would have prave dif- 
ficulty policing the streets of Hack- 


e Bennett, Chair of the Metro- 
politan Police Federation, said attacks 
on officers rocketed to 4,500 in 1987 
from 3,400 the previous year. That 
means one in every four officers has 
been the victim of assault. 


ate Vi- 


He said: “The problem is that we 
lose officers so quickly and often the 
replacements are being thrown in at 
the decp end and not bein given the 
opportemily to leam their jon." 


Pe Paul Evans, 24, was attacked by 
aman who was being arrested at a flat 
in Manor Road, Stamford Hill, on 
Wednesday moming. 

Pe Evans was rushed in 2 patrol car 
to Homerton Hospital where surgeons 

t 16 stitches in four deep wounds to 

is head and face. They feared that 
one wound was 10 deep it may have 


Injured demonstrator 
wins High Court 
damages against police . 


A DEMONSTRATOR who ended up Commenting on two sets of police notes al- 
with a broken leg after being attacked by —legedly made independently, Mr Justice Pos 
police officers at a march in support of said: “The similaritics are overwhelming. 


the miners’ strike has been awarded 
£8,700 sanege in the High Court. 
Dernct McWard, 27, a handica care 
worker of Northfield Road, Stamford Hill, 
sued the Commissioner for the Me itan 
Police for false imprisonment and assault after 
the attack, which ha in February 1985. 
The police had ed that he was amon 
a “large and aggressive crowd” on the ma 
in Whitehall who had surrounded three offi- 
cers, kicking one and hitting another with a 
crash-helmet. 


Twenty colleagues came to their rescue, 
chasing the demonstrators down the road. One 
officer claimed he had been solely responsible 
for caching Mr McWard and bringing him 
down, with only one other constable helping 


to remove him. 
Rejected 

_ But the judge rejected much of the police 
evidence, decciing that he had been pleat 
on by as many as five officers, “using exces- 
sive foree to detain him." He preferred to be- 
lieve the “broad account” of events given by 
Mr McWard and eyewitnesses to the incident. 


The judge added he was “quite satisfied” 
that the two officers had collaborated in mak- 
ing the reports, “for reasons best known to 
themselves.” He also rej claims by the 
lice that Mr McWard had been “weaving his 
way in between officers" in a vain attempt to 


evade arrest. | 


Screaming 


Witmesses said he had been screaming: “My 
leg, my leg ~ it’s broken,” but that police had 
draggcd him away in “a cruel and 
mannet,” ignoring the severity of his injuries. 

The judge decided Mr MeWard was not re- 
sponsible for the original attack on the three 
police officers, and was not involved in any 
subsequent violence against the police. 

However, claims for exemplary damages 
were rejected by Mr Justice Potts, who said: 
“The task of police officers engaged in crowd: 
control is notoriously difficult. ‘This incident 
in which he was involved was akin to the sort 
of scrum in American football.” 

He also rejected suggestions that M 
McWard was deliberately punched while on 
the ground, and that police had dragged him 
away knowing his leg to be broken. 


‘@ The violent face of Hackney — Pc Paul Evans, still 
in his blood-stalned shirt, displays his injuries. 


eracked his skull. 

And Pc David McIver, 23, of the 
vice squad, who has three years’ ex- 
perience, was acu in the chert tw 
a man suspected ut Witng dre, 
also in Manor Road, diamfore Hilt, m 
the early hours of yesterday (Thurs- 
day). He was st#ble in Hornerton Hos- 

ila) as the Gazelie went to press. 


Just days earlicr, Pe Colin MacLen- 
nan, 21, broke his arm 4 three 
men in Stoke Newington Church 
Sucet on Saturday. The officers will 
all be on sick leave for some weeks. 


UG 14-484 
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-_ Call for inquiry 
Into arrest injuries 


quiry Into how her client came to re- ; sat 


arrest. b 
Clifford Nash, 69, suffered extensive in- 
uries and brulsing when he was arrested In; 
4 his garden in Elderfleld Road, Homerton, | 
on Wednesday of last week, 
When he appeared in court his clothes 
; Were filthy and his head, chest, and back | 
| Were covered in cuts and brulses, | 
| Mr Nash clare right), 2 retired chef 
i with two ch idren, xppeared before Old * 


i Street magistrates tast week facing three 
| charges connected with the incident. The ‘EE tee Te: 
Case was adjourned untfi May 4, ee ae See 


He Is a familiar figure around the streets 

omerton as he ig a “revival woe man” — : aS ee: 

a devout Christian fundamentalist given to Sas pee! rk 
chanting loudly. Ter RIES vos 


; ' : s Hh . 


: Years, and he has received many visits from| 


Which the police have been to his home, E ‘ 
“However, this latest incident fs of a com- |”: apa 
pletely different order, and I shall be asking Ff js 
the police for a fult explanation as to how | aris 
ed. 
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oe oa a 


thoroughly 


Top cop’s 
tears for 
- rookies 


ROOKIE cops are having to confront 
violence in Hackney because more 
experienced policemen are afraid to 
work in the borough. 

That's the claim from Dalston's top 
cop, Chief Supt Peter Twist, who spoke 
out after three constables were nushed to 
hospital following separate, vicious at- 
tacks im just five days. 

One Pc needed 16 stitches in his head and 
face after an attack, and another was taken to 
Homerton Hospital's intensive care unit after 
he was stabbed in the chest. 

Two of the officers are probationers with 
Jess than two years’ experience on the streets, 

Paying tribute to the rookies’ courage, 
Chief Supt Twist said: “Many of these officers 
are young and working in Hackney is their 
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@ Chief Supt Peter Twist. 






Three young 
Pcs injured 
in separate 

attacks 


first experience of the dangers of inner-city 
areas, 


“Unfortunately, many officers with exper- 
ience in London now recognise the dangers in 
areas such as this and are reluctant to serve 
here. Few police officers wish to work in areas 
where the Tiklihood of them being assaulted is 
sohigh. =: 

. “If it wasn't for young offi- 
cers such as these, 1 would 
have grave difficulty policing 
the streets of Hackney.” 

Mike Bennett, chair of the 
Metropolitan Police Fedcra- 
tion, said attacks on officers 
rocketed to 4,500 in 1987 
from 3,400 the previous year, 

These grim figures mean one 
in every four officers have 
been victims of assault. 

He said: “The problem is 
that we lose officers so quick- 
ly and often the replaccments 
are being thrown in at the 
deep end and net being given 
the opportunity to learn their 


Pec Paul Evans, 24, was at- 
tacked by a man who was 
being arrested at his flat in 
Manor Road, Stamford Hill, 
last Wednesday moming. 

Pc Evans was rushed in a 
patrol car to Homerton Elospi- 
tal where surgeons put 16 stit- 
ches in four deep wounds to 
his head and face. They 
feared that one gash was so 
Oe it may have cracked his 


And the vice squad’s Pc 
David Mciver, 23, who has 
three ycars’ experience, was 
stabbed in the chest by a man 
suspected of peddling drugs — 
alsosin Manor Road — in the 
early hours of last Thursday 
moming. 
ee Just days before, Pc Colin 

3 MacLennan, 21, broke his 
/) arm arresting three men in 
a Stoke Newington Church 
iq «Street. The officers will all be 
on sick leave for wecks. 


Police asked to explain 
pensioner’s injuries 


AN inquiry has been calied 


for after a pensioner suffered 


extensive bruising and injuries while being arresicd, 


Clifford Nash s 
his head, chest an 


red in court with filthy clothes and 
ck covered in cuts in bruises. 


_ Mr Nash, 69, suffered the injuries when he was arrested 
in his garden in Elderfield Road, Homerton, two weeks 


ago. 


A retired chef with two children, he Appeared at Old 


Street magistrates last week on 


e charges connected 


with the incident. The case was adjourned until May 4. 

He is familiar in Homerton as a “revival woe man” —- 2 
devout Christian fundamentalist who chants loudly. 

His solicitor Barbara Hopkin has called on police to give 
# full explanation of the incident. 

She said: “[is religious chanting has led to him Ssppear- 
ing in court on many occasions in the past few years and 
he has received many visits from the police in that time. 


“I previous! 


made an official complaint about the fre- 


quency with which the police have been to his home. 


“However, this latest incid 


ent is of a completely differ- 


ent order and J shall be asking the police for a full explana- 
tion as to how these injuries wert received.” 

Hackney police's Chief Saperintendent Niall Mulvihill 
said because Mr Nash faces court proceedings the case was 


sub judier. 


“Any complaint made will be thoroughly and independ- 
ently investigated. I am aware of all the circumstances sur- 
ns the case and have full confidente in my officers,” 


Rally will remember 
Blair Peach 


COACHES leave Hackney 
for Southall on Sunday for a 
rally in memory of Blair 
Peach, the Hackney teacher 
killed by the Special Patrot 
G in the Southall anti-r- 
cist demonstration of 1979, 

Hackney Commumity De- 
fence Association and Hack- 
ney NUT are among 
organizations atiending the 
rally. 


HE 


The death of Mr Peach pro- 
voked a nationwide outery 
and his common-law wife, 
Celia Stubbs, was among 
those who campaigned unsuc- 
cessfully for the tion 
of the officers valved: 

Coaches will leave the Fa- 
mily Centre in Rectory Road, 

e Newington, at 11.30am 
on Sunday. Tickets for the 


coach can be obtained from 
Hackney Community De- 


| fence. Assiqciation on 240 
o* OISRG eb sei 
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Arthur Scargill set for speech date 


Unions back Blair Peach 
Eg anniversary rally 


fate “hele a see ail 
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MINERS* Ieader Arthur Scargill will 
address a mass rally on Sunday to 


m commemorate the 10th anniversary 


of the death of Hackney teacher Blair 
Peach who was killed after police 
broke up an anti-racist demo. 

Six coaches from Hackney carrying repre- 
sentalives of the National Union of Teachers 
and members of Hackney Community De- 
fence Association will take part in the march 
and rally in Southall. 

It was there on Apri] 23 1979 that the the 32- 
year-old teacher from Lavender Grove Elagger- 
ston, died. 

Controversy surrounds the circumstances of 
his death and the involvement of the police 
Special Patrol Group. 

Although eleven eyewitnesses saw him 
being struck by uniformed officers no criminal 
messurcs were taken against 
any police officer, although the Peach family 
were recently awarded £75,000 compensation, 

The death of Blair Peach, who taught at the 
Phoenix Junior School in Bow, sparked nation- 
wide publicity led by his common-law wife 


Policeman 
on assault 
charge 


A POLICE officer accused of 
perverting the course of jus- 
uce following an sileped inci- 
dent where he is said to have 
assaulted a man in the back 
of a police vehicle, has been 
‘commitied on unconditional 
‘bail to the Old Bailey by 
i Highbury magistrates, 

’¢ Daniel Acquah, who 
gave his address as Dalston 
police station, faces two sum: 
monses alleging that on Au- 
gust 27 last year in Norcott 

oad, Stoke Newington, he 
assaulted Mr Matthew Xav- 
ier, causing him actual bodily 
harm and, st the same time 
with intent to pervert the 
course of justice, he manufac: 
tured false evidence alleging 
that he was assaulted by Mr 
Xavicr. 
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Celia Stubbs who has campaigned for justice 

and the prosecution of the officers concerned. 
She addressed a mecting in Hackney at the 

Family Centre in Rectory Road on Tuesday 


night. 

“Tt was a legal milestone that we got the po- 
lice to release statements shout the killing,” 
said Celia, who still lives in Lavender Grove; 
Jiaggerston. 

“1 think the experience and knowledge we 
gaincd was good for other campaigns but I 
would still like to see the officers involved pro- 
ctor n people wh Ived with 

“For m e who were involved wi 
Blair jt oes horrendous happening. All exper- 
iences are positive but I wouldn't wish it on 
anyone. 

“There is nothing more that can be done 
through the courts but the mecting this Sunday 
in Southall is seen as a celebration of ten ycars 
of struggle against racism.” 

Joining NUM leader, Arthur Scargill, on the 
speakers’ platform this weekend will be Isling- 
ton MP, Jeremy Corbyn. 

Coaches Jeave for the Southall meeting 
on the Family Centre at 11.30 am. Tickets 
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The victi 








THE true face of Hackney was shown 
in all its poriest details last week. 

In this gruesome pleture on the front 
page of Inst week's Gazetie, Pe Paul Evans 
displayed 16 stiches on wounds to his head 
and face sustained when he was attacked by 
a 


It was accompanied by stories of two 
other young Pes, one of whom was stabbed 
and another who broke his arm in similar 
“Th probabj le who will rub 

ere are ably people who 
thelr hands in gice at these tales of bruta- 
Hsed Pcs. The police have been sur: 


HG 2 E- 


S of scum 


rounded by controversy In recent years 
over attacks on Gary Stretch, Trevor Mon- 
erville and Tunay Hassan. But a defenceless 
copper Is Just another victim to the mind- 
Icss scum who walk, armed to the teeth, on 
the streets of this borough. 

Another picture in last week's gruesome 
paper showed Belinda Yeend, a teenager 
who had her face slashed by a man who 
tried to her. 

If they are mindless enough to slash a 
cop, they are mindless enough to disftgure 
any of ws, 


- Martin Talbot 
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MARION Gaima h 
won her eight-ye 
battle against deport 
tion. 


The nlghtmare of unc: 
tainty was finally ended-t 


the 37-year-ol 


Hackn 


Council worker by a Hor 

Office announcement th 

she could stay In Britain, 
Ms Galma, who has liv: 


(im Britain since 1973, » 
ways claimed she wou 


face persecution from h 


father's 


oillical encmics 


she was forced to return 
her native Slerra Leon 
Last year a High Cov 


Judge agreed with her. 
Announcin 
to allow Ms 


the decista 
alma to sta 


jualor Home Office min 
ster Tim Renton sald: “I 
reviewlng the case, I hay 
cbvicusly been Influence 
by the length of Ms Ga 
ma‘s residence here, her ar 
tlve rote in the church, an 
her contributulon to her bo 
cal community.” 


Campaign 


Her victory follows ; 
huge campaign mounted b: 
NALGO and supported bi 
alt political parties in Hack 
ney Council, and many com 
munlty groups. 

Ma Galma, who work: 
environmenta 
health department, sald: *] 


for the 


am very rejleved and h 


thes 
"to have this threat Ufted 
and F can now carry on 


with my life. 


“I was moved by afl the 
support I received from the 
many people who worked 
on my behalf. | would lke 
fo thank them all.” 

A celchration party to 
mark her victory will take 


with local 


unWaged}. 


pice at Hackney Town 
Tall at 7.30pm on May §, 


band The 
Homertones providin 
music. Tickets are £3 (£1.50 


Lt 


the 





TEN YEARS after 
the death of anti- 
racist teacher Blair 
Peach, over 5,000 
people yesterday 
took to the streets of 
Southall, Middlesex, 
to mark the anniver- 
sary. 


[ by LUCIEMYNDLEY | 


April 23 1979 saw a huge 
community demonstration in 
Southall against a National 
Front meeting held at the Town 
Hail. 

A massive police “swamping” 
operation meant the town centre 
was cordoned-off by thousands of 
riot police. During the day's unrest 
Blair Peach died following a blow 
from a police truncheon. 

A nine-year battle to find hia 
killer was halted last year when the 
Metropolitan Police paid “compen- 
sation” to Mr Peach's brothers. 


Rally 


Yesterday, flanked by the flutes 
and drums of the Rising Phoenix 
Republican Band, marchers car- 
ried wreaths in remembrance. 

The procession moved from 
Southall Park to a rally at the 
Fenner Brockway Centre. 

Banners bore witness to support 
from teachers’ unions and schools 
remembering their colleague. 

. Trades councils, unions and stu- 
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@ Thousands marched through Southall, Middlesex, yesterday to mark the 10th 


anniversary of the death of anti-racist teacher Blair Peach. 


dents came from all over the coun- 
try to lend support. They were 
joined by the Indian and Pakistani 
workers’ associations and other 
community groups. 

As the procession passed the cor- 
nerofOrchard Avenue where Blair 
Peach died, marchers fell silentand 
raised their clenched fists in mute 
tribute. 

At the rally, Suresh Grover from 
the Southall Monitoring Group 


MS eae 


welcomed the marchers. 

“Ten years on, we are still here, 
we are stil! alive and still strong. 
We must keep the anti racist fight 
alive for the next 10 years,” hesaid. 


Brutal 


Clarence Baker, who himself 
spent two weeks in intensive care 
after being hit by a police trun- 
cheon during the events of 1979, 
snid: “What tonk place then was 


4. $4 


just the beginning of things to 
come. 

“We haveacen the brutal way the 
police have been used against the 
trade unions and ordinary people.” 

Blair Peach’s common-law wife 
Celia Stubbs said: “Many of us here 
today were here 10 years ago. 

“Now Jet us re-dedicate ourselves 
and unite together to fight racism, 
oppression and fascism from whi- 
chevar source it comes,” she added. 
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IN BRIEF 


Gary Stretch 


decision 


HACKNEY’s Police Consul- 
tative Group will on Thurs- 
day consider whether to hold 
a special public meeting on 
Gary Stretch, the 25-year-old 
left with half an ear hanging 
‘Off after he was allegedly at- 
jtacked 18 months ago by se- 
ven off-duty constables in 
The Limes pub in Hackney 
Road, 


Mr Stretch lodged an offi- 
ctal complaint against the offi- 
cers, but was told they would 
not face criminal charges. 
Now the PCG - which earlier 
this year accused the com: 
plaints system of being slow, 
sccrctive, and unfair — want 
to hear his views on it. 


HG 


Police chase 


A HIGH-SPEED police 
chase through the streets of 
Shoreditch ended with a mot- 
orcyclist under arrest in hospi- 
tal with a broken neck. 

The biker collided with a 
parked car and smashed into 
an advertising hoarding in 
Hackney Road. The injured 
man was rushed to the Lon- 
don Hospital, Whitechapel. 

A police spokesman said: 
“We recovered two substan- 
tial pieces of what we belicve 
to be cannabis, and are wait- 
ing for the results of forensic 
analysis.” 
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SERIOUS Issues concerning the 
Roots Pool community centre. 
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A SPECIAL meeting of Hackney‘: Police 
Consultative group is to be held next month to 
discuss the case of a Hoxton man who alleges 
he was besten up outside a pub by seven off- 
duty policemen based at City Roa 


Members voted 14 to 3 in favour of havin 


i Er a special meeting to discuss the case of 













14 year-old G 


A a January that the seven suspended constables 
44 would not face criminal charges after an invesi- 
Fa eee te creda Pte Compa 


Police see red 


over defence 
o]qelel om (st- Vii) toe 


Stretch, pictured left at the time 
of the alleged incident, who claims he was left 
with half his car hanging off after being at- 


tacked by the officers outside the Limes pub 
in Hackney Road two years ego. 
The Crown Proseaution Service decided in 


policing of Hackney were addressed b 
It centred around the continuing 


But the officers still remain suspended and 
face an internal police inquiry and possible dis- 
ciplinary action. 

Mr Stretch’s father, Eddie, who lives with 
his son on the Cranston Estate, was at the con- 
sultative group meeting. He ia still going 
ahead with a civil action against the officers. 

But Chief Supt Niall Mulvihill, in charge of 
City Road police, stressed that as the seven 
licemen were still the subject of an on-going 
investigation he would not be able to comment 
on the details of the Stretch case. 


The Consultative group has been critcial of 


y the borough's police consultative group at its meeting in 


debate over the Gary Stretch case. Russ Lawrence reports. 


Special meeting on Stretch case 





“But on individual details regarding the 
Stretch case, ] could not as I am pre- 
cluded from doing so by the rules of sub-ju- 
dice,” he said. 

David Fitzpatrick of the Green Party said a 

ial meeting would point out to the public 
at the consultative group was “addressing 
the serious issues that malter to ec 

Chair Betty Blomfield told the Gazette this 
week: “The purpose will be to listen to both 
sides of the case. 

“It will be similar to the meeting held about 
the Trevor Monerville case. But I hope it will 
he discussed rationally and sensibly and not 


LEAFLETS contalning “anif-pollce 
propaganda” which have been distrl- 
buted in Hackney were described as 
gecuettlone: by a top cop at the meet- 


g- 

The leaficts produced by the police 
monitoring group, Hackney Commun- 
tty Defence Association, cataflogucd 
cases like that of Trevor Monerville, 
the 19-year-old Stoke Newington man 
who suffered a suspected blood clot on 
the brain after being arrested and 
spending iwo days In Stake Newlngton 


the slowness and secrecy of the complaints 
procedure and he said he was willing to com- 
ment on police policy towards the complaints 
investigation sysiem. 


police station 

It strongly criticised the police and 
described the pollce consultattve 
group as “unrepresentative” and 
“nothing more than a talking shop.” 

But Supt Dave Dugmore of Hack- 
ney’s Youth and Community section 
was scathing about Its content. 

“With my knowledge of some of the 
Individual jncldents referred to, It Is 
clearly apparent that this orpantsation 
Is irylng to pursue Its own extremist In- 
terests at the expense of the police ser- 


turn into a slanging match like that did.” 

The meeting will be held at Dalston Roots 
Hall community hall on Thursday June 29 at 
7.30pm. 


vice,” he said, 


“This document represents an extre- 
mely poor reflection of the truth as It 
distorts many of the facts, contalns 
humerous inaccuracies, and more Im- 
portantly, omits some very important 
elements, which would clearly change 
the readers’ impression of what actual- 
ly occurred, 


“T repard It as scurrilous as i pro- 
vides neither a balanced nor consiruc- 
tlye view." 


Local bias hope for 
recruitment drive crime on all fours 


MAJOR police recruitment drive backed 
the consultative group is being launched 
Hackney next month. 
But Hackney's top cops could not give 
» consulative grour = assurance that fo- 
people recruited by the campaign would 
ve In the borough. 
‘It is not in our power to say where the 
‘bid be placed,” said Chief Supt Niall 
sivthill from Hackney pollce. 
‘There ere other commitments and re- 
lrements elsewhere In the force, but the 
ject is ta get Londoners policing their 
Lo 


The campaign will be the frst of fts kind 
the borough because not only will it at- 
vt to recruit for the regular police force, 
Ni also be recruiting for the police cadet 
‘p, the Met's civillan staff and the Special 
nstabulary, 
t is keen to attract asembers of the eth- 
minorities and black and Aslan officers 
I be present at various Jocations In the 
“ough to give advice and guidance to ap- 


plicants from those communities. 

The week-long campalgn starts on Mon- 
day, June 26. 

A police mobile amiss vehicle where 
people can chat wi waich videos, 
and get Information, wilt be in Mare Street 
near Woolworth's from Monday to Thurs- 
day and then moves to Dalston’s Ridley 
Road market on Friday and Saturday. 

The police also hope to have shop pre- 
mises In Datston Cross and another mobfle 
vehicle in Hoxton during the Friday and Sa- 


tur rf 

“We also plan to use police horses and 
dogs In the campatgn,” sald Supt Dave Dug- 
more of Hackney Youth and Community 


“We want people from all sections of the 
community and It Is not Just jobs with the 
ular police force that we are offcring. 
eer hete are clerical vacancies within our 
cvilian staff and we want recruits for the 
the Speclal Constabulary and the Police Ca- 

det Corp.” 


Freeway fights 


MAN'S best friend is also his ally in the fight 
against Come. 

The role of the police dog was explained to 
consultative group members with the help of 
“Freeway” the four-legged crimefighter. 

The German Shepherd was brought to the 
mecting for # talk given about the work of the 
Metropolitan Police Dog Handling Section. 

Freeway is one of the Met's 300 dogs 
which are used to perform a wide variety of po- 
lice work, 

But pursuit and detection of criminals plays 
only a tmall part of their functions. 

They also play a major part in tacking and 
searching for missing children as well as in 
the recovery of property discarded by crimi- 
nals attempting io escape and evade police,” 
said Insp Eric Hampson from the Met's Dog 
Handling Section. 

He explained that Freeway and his handler 
Pc Bill Warren, were typical of the 35 dog 
handling teams which cover an area from 
Hackney‘s City Road to the borders of Essex, 

They are split into two units based at Bow 


Life sentence for killer Yardie’ 


il member of the Yatdies — the sinis- 
a ieee mafia — was jailed for life at the 
Old Bailey on Monday for the cold-blooded 


‘execution’ of a rival. His teenage accom- 


ice, from Stoke Newington, got six years. 
var “Sammy Dread” Miller, 24, a Ja- 
maican, smiled as he blasted half his vic- 
tim's head away with a shotgun. 

He was told by Judge Robert Lymbery, 
QC: “This was an act of utmost barbarily 
alien to anything which we are accustomed 
to here. People in this country of whatever 
colour have a right to protection from those 

as ou. Cee ier 
Brice believe the molive for miiirder was 
a bloody feud between drugs gangs. 

The shooting came at the end of a day of 
shocking violence at the Ene Comte 
Centre, Acton Lane, Acion, which was sup- 
posed to be celebrating its re-opening after a 


fire. 7 
Later Miller and 16-year-old Barron “Dan- 
ger Mouse" Campbell from Stoke Newing- 
ton walked into the centre carrying a double 
barrelled shotgun. The teenager handed the 
un to Miller who tock careful aim and 


His victim was Alwyn Alfred, 24, a mech- 
antic, of Chiswick. He died nine days later. 

Miller later bragged about the callous kill- 
ing. But when ase and during his trial 

ied being the gunman. 
he Milley of ro fised address, was found 
guilty a rend ' 
not . 

Coppell of icy Avene, was cleared 
of murder. He was sentenced to six years In 
a young offenders institution after being 
found guilty of manslaughter. 

He also pleaded not guilty. 


and Harold Hill and are on attachment 24 
hours a day to police stations throughout the 
different divisions. 

The Met breeds 80 per cent of the dogs il 
uses. At 10-13 weeks old they are placed with 
an officer and brought up in the family envir- 
cnment with the officer's wife and children. 

The puppy is carefully monitored for con- 
trol and correct attinide and at 12 months old 
il goes on a three-month basic training course. 

Once it has completed that it is operational, 
but training continues on the streets and every 
four months the dog receives a week's training 
at a local centre. 

don't stay in kennels, they live with 

their handler and hia family. After eight years 
service they are retired and given to the hand: 
ler as a family pet. “It is easy to train dogs ta 
be aggressive and bite,” added Insp Eric 
Hampson. “But we train dogs which can be ag: 
gressive and passive and can switch off in a 
nice passive way without being a liabilty to its 
handler, the public or the officer's children.” 
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REFUGEES 
DUM 


hundred 
Kiltds flee 


pices 
ax 
_ Turkish Velody 
oppression — ue 





FOUR hundred hungry 
and homeless Kurds were 
dumped in the borough 
_this week. 


They are refugees who have 
_ fled from Turkey, where they 






say they face persecution, tor- 
ture and death 


Community groups, churches, 
and the council have launched a 
crisis appeal to provide the refu- 
gecs with shelicr, blankets, and 
food. 

And Hackney Council has 
begged the government for 


emergency cash to cope with 
the crisis. 


Council leader Andrew 
Puddephatt warned that the 















| borough could go spank p if i a eee 
it were forced to house all the = @ Pennifexs, homeless, and hungry... exhausted refugees ready to bed down on the floor of 
homeless families. Hackney Downs Baptist Church Hall. 
pane anit “We =< = oe ite of Lae the Geren: ee are secking to establish wheaher We are on the 
yor relugee problems to have hit Britein people well-founded - 
Ls) since the Se World War, oa eee cunion” ree ales Bis PANG rote of 
E _ The government response has Enon: He added that Hackney's plea f - 
| dinated, when whet is required isa European- gency cash was ma hepni Fel rg aay refugee 
wide solution’ ; Hackney Baptist Church is sleeping several 
The Kurdistan Workers’ Association in sefugees in its church hall. Minister reve Lae problems to 
Balls Pond Road and the Halkevi Turkish tham told the Gazene: “We believe Christ have hit Britain 
Community Centre in Stoke Newington Roed —oves refugees. We will have them here for as 
| ma ict ley te ice |, knees Sana We 
oi r, . taid: “We have 
had 2 tremendous response to our appeal for . © A support group has been ret up to help the second World 
| “ help — but more refugess are tuming up ai Gat- refugees. If you can comribute food, money, War ” —councll 
a hes - aie ey ty Contast 249 OG, Cascommodation, please = leader Andrew 
ae ; oer ave a or political asylum. A - Lheques payadiec io 
Srna Cumgn-, bi grandmother wasshot dead, Mls soctespersen Tor the Home Olfice told the No account Puddephatt 


Farmer had to bribe 
officials to get to safety 


' FARMER Hassan Chnen saw his 85-year-old grandmother 
shat dead by Turkish troops in 1978. 

' A death sentence hangs over the head of hls brather Meh- 
met, who has spent 10 years rotting In a brutal jail waiting 


Hassan, 2, pictured above, finished his oy service 
jn February. Returning to his native viflage of Akdemlr, he 
realised he would have io Nee, 
Speaking through an enterpreter, he told the Gazette: 
i 


for his appeal to be heard, “The army were running rit through my village. 
Hoth are victims of the persecution faced by Kurds tying “Soldicrs were ordering old people to strip naked and 
in Turkey. run through the streets, Three of my friends were arrested, 


locked In solitary confinement and tortured. 

“Kurds are forbidden to speak Kurdish, Hsten to Kurd- 
Ish music, or identify themselves In any way as being Kurd- 
ish. My brother was sentenced to hang because he was strip- 
searched one day while walking down the sirect — and was 
found to be a member of the banned Kurdistan Workers 
Party. He was just 19 at the time.” 

Hassan left home on Wednesday last week, leaving be- 
hind his parents, two brothers, and a sister. “I had to pay of- 
ficials a £120 bribe to get a passport. When [ gol to 
Ee I had to bribe the poilce before I could get 

ght.” 

Tired, penniless, and disorientated, Hassan Is now Slying 
In the offfces of the Kurdish Workers’ Assoclatlon In 
Kingsland Road. “] am thankfut that there is a Kurdish 
community in London, and grateful for all that has been 
done for me since E came, 

“Now | pray the authoritles will let me stay.” 


Roach father wins damages 


Uc 12-5 -B9 


THE father of Colin Roach, 
the young black man who 
died of gunshot wounds in 
the foyer of Stoke Newington 

olice station, has won 
gata from the po- 


On Wednesday a High 
Court jury decided that police 
had unlawfully arrested 60- 
year-old James Roach during 
& protest march over his son's 
death in 1983 — and then 
maliciously prosecuted him. 


But the fury rejected an al- 
legaition by Mr Roach, of 
Exmoor House, Lanfranc 
Road, Row, that police had as- 
seulted him. 

Mr Roach’s counsel, Mr 
Terence Munyard, told the 
court the damages action ar- 
ose out of the “tragic” death 
of 21-year-old Colin Roach. 

At the time there were alle- 

ations he had been murdered 

police. An inquest subse- 

quently found he had commit- 
led micide. 


a 


~ Police slammed over 
handling of fire tragedy 


POLICE have been attacked for 
the “insensitive” way they trea- 
ted the gricving parcnts of the 
brother and sister who died in a 
caravan fire on a Travellers’ site 
in Lower Clapton. 

Parents Joseph and Mary Lawrence 

| were held in custody for more than 36 
hours before being released without 
charge after rescuing six of their children 
from the blazing caravan in Powell 
ont le the G the support 
a letter to the Gazette the 

group, Teachers For Travellers, said Jo- 
seph and Mary were held scparately and 
couldn't comfort cach other after the 
death of children Martina, aged four, and 
Gerard, five. 

Other Travellers told the group: “They 
should be in a hospital, not a cell. 


parents 


locked In 
eyatsve)a mers) | i 


surviving children was made infinitely 
worse by their separation from their par- 
ents,” they said. 

Teachers For Travellers also criticised 
the way police took other Travellers 
away for questioning when they came to 
pay their respects. 





event. At the time our main concem was 
to investigate the death of two young 
children and the only way we could do 
that was the way it was done.” 


Det Insp Williams confirmed that the 

rents were detained in separate cells 

t given full rights including visitors 
and access to a solicitor. He said that 
ether Travellers were taken away for 
questioning following problems on the 
nic. 


“ft was a difficult situation for the pa- 
lice to deal with. We didn’t have the 
greatest amount of co-operation or truth 
and it tock us a Jong time to get to the 
botiom of what happened on the site that 
evening, he said. 


Police investi gations have ruled out 
any suspicious circumstances. The more 
likely cause of the accident was children 


Slanging 
match jibe 


sparks row 


A ROW erupted this week 
afier the chair of Hackney’s 
police consultative group de- 
scribed the special mecting it 
held to discuss the Trevor 
Monerville case as “a slang- 
ing match.” 

The remarks made by Bet- 
ty Blomfield came after the 
consultative group agrecd last 
week to hold a stmilar mect- 
ing next month to discuss the 
ease of Hoxton man Gary 
Stretch, who alleges he was 
beaten up outside a pub by se- 
ven off-duty policemen. 

She said she hoped it 
wouldn't develop into a 
“slanging match” Itke the one 
held 18 months ago to dis- 
cuss the case of 19-year-old 
Trevor Monerville who suf- 
fered a suspecied bloodclot 
em the brain after being arres- 


“Those of us who worked with the fa- 
mily know them to be close and caring. 
We know the parents would have done 


nothing to hurt the children. 


“Joseph rescued six of children from 
the buming caravan and wat 
from reaching the other two 


and flames. 


“The shock and pain suffered by the 


cing, they said, 


revented 
smoke 


“Where grief might have been shared, 
it, was intensified by insensitive poli- 


Despite the outburst the police have 
defended their actions. One of the men 
leading the investigation, Det Insp Roger 
Williams, said “It's always casy to tay 
we were lacking in sensitivity after the 


Colin Roach dad 


hears damages 
verdict in sick bed 


THE father of Colin Roach, the young black man who died of gunshot 
wounds in the foyer of Stoke Newington police station, was in a hospital sick 
g asix year batile to clear his name. 


bed this week after winnin 


Sixty-year-old James 
Roach was awarded £12,500 
damages against the police 
after a High Court jury deci- 
ded that police had unlawful- 
ly arrested him during 1 
protest march over his son's 
death in 1983 and then 
maliciously prosecuted him. 

But he was unable to be in 
court for the verdict because , 
he was in the London Hospi- 
tal with a hip problem. 

The jury decided that po-- 
lice had not satisfied them 
that Mr Roach was lawfully 
detained for allegedly interfer- 
ing with the arrest of s man 
during the demonstration in 
Stokle Newington two 
months after his 21-year-old 
son died in the focal police 


staljon. 

They rejected Mr Roach's 
allegation that he was assaul- 
ted, but found that he was 
maliciously prosecuted. 

1 Mr Roach, then 54, had 
claimed that police fabricated 
evidence against him on a 
charge of obstructing an 
officer in the execution of his 
duty. Te was later cleared of 
the obstruction charge by 
Highbury Comer magistrates. 

He was not in court for the 
verdict. His wife Parncts said 
he wes ill in the Mile End 


Bi eee 

She added: “I am very 
leased about the deciston. 
ou leam to live with some- 

thing like this, but the 

memories never go away. | 





@ Colin Roach 
thank the jury for their true 
verdict.” 


The police contested Mr 
Roach's claim, arguing that 
he was lawfully arrested after 
attempting to obstmct an offi- 
cer who was irying to arrest & 
man who was in possession 
of an offensive weapon. 


They said Mr Roach strug- 
_gied violently and any force 
used against him was resaon- 
able and necessary. They de- 
nied fabricating evidence. 

Mr Roach’s case was that 
he was arrested during the 
match after telling police to 
leave a woman friend alone 
because she had a five-year- 
ald child. He claimed he was 
then jumped on by officers. 


At the start of the High 
Court trial, Mr Roach’s coun- 
sel, Mr Terence Munyard, 
told Mr Justice Drake and the 
jury that the damages action 
arose out of the “tragic” 
death of Colin Roach in Jan- 
uary 1983. 

His death and the circum- 
stances of it, said counsel, 
gave rise to enormous public 


m. 

A call for an independent 
public inquiry was resisted by 
the authorities and a demon- 
stration march was arranged 
for March 12, the day before 
Colin Roach would have cele- 
brated his 22nd birthday. 

The jury heard that at this 
time there were sd lea he 
had been murdered by police. 
An inquest subsequently 
found he committed suicide. 

Mr Munyard said the 
young man’s father, who was 
of good character, had reluct- 
anily become a public figure 
and the focus of attention. 


Mr Roach's arrest during. 


the demo was for no good rea- 
zon — pussibly because offi- 
cers knew he was the man at 
the centre of the allegation 
that Colin was murdered by 


police. 

Even if they did not know 
this at the time of his arrest in 
the street, it must have been 
obvious who he was once 
they arrived at City Road 
lice station, said counsel. Mr 
Roach was awarded costs 
against the police. 


playing with matches. 
full repo 
Prosecution Service as the question of 
. why young children were playing with 
matches late at night may lead to a prose- 

. cution, say police. 
The bodies of the dead children will 
be Nown back to County Mayo in Ire- 

Jand for burial. 


n will be sent to the Crown 


ted and spending two days in 
Stoke Newingion police sta- 


tion. 
The comments oked 
an angry response this week 


from the Trevor Monerville 
Campaign, which denied the 
meeting had been a slanging 
match use senior police 
officers had refused to an- 
awer when quizzed by mem- 
bers of the Monerville family 
and the police consultative 
group. 


Parroted 


“The police did not bother 
to speak they merely parroicd 
the interim statement of the 
Police Complaints’ Authority 
which inferred that the Moner- 
ville farnily was ‘obstructing 
the path to the truth’ and that 
the PCA was seeking legal ad- 
vice against them,” said Gra- 
ham Smith of the campaign. 

“Later Sir Cecil Clothier, 
chair of the PCA, acknow- 
ledged that the family was act- 
ing strictly within its ae 
refusing lo co-operate w 
the PCA. a 


“Ie has effectively shelved 

the case and 18 months later 
the PCA has not produced e 
full report. 
"Ms Blomfield may dis- 
miss such an event as a slang- 
ing match, but for the 
community, such occasions 
amount to hard leamt lessons 
of the police's refusal to ac- 
cept any form of public ac- 
countability.” 


‘Sweatshop workers face 
immigration quiz 


EIGHT Turkish clothing. workers 
were arrested at a Dalston factory last 
week on suspicion of being illegal im- 


migrants. 

their arrests sparked a peaceful 
demo outside Dalston police station 
by ter engcroy at the arrests. 

olice insist there were not looking 

for illegal immigrants when they went 
in to the dace 

Supt Dave Dugmore, of Dalston po- 
lice, said: “Income Tax inspectors 


Hc 


asked us lo accompany them on a 
visit to the factory in Shacklewell 
Lane. We were there to make sure 
there was no breach of the peace. 

* “When we arrived there some work- 
ers took fright at the sight of our uni- 
forms and tried to run away. Our 
officers became suspicious at their be- 
haviour, and arrested them.” All cight 
men were released shortly adterwards, 
but must retum to Dalston police sta- 
tion next week for more questioning. 


as Aas ae | 


Se 


Association hits back over top cop’s jibe 





We're not extremists - 
Says police watch group 


A POLICE monitoring grou forum” to air his own “prejudiced” call for th : : : , : 

has defended itself pee a litical views, i alice invaly cd etio ol bell ee ao police malpractice and 
scathing attack by a top cop Pe lich at bey besa ates Supt the House of Commons. “Four people have daicd ii police 
who accused them of being ex- leaflet produced by HCDA giving de, of Cavin hoe eis that instead custody in recent years,” said HCDA 


f giving their observations on th i 
tremists. tails about an incident where a dozen aie ce used it as ey hen cat oa 
wlan] Communi Delene h- poe ied ehome of ols 0 ite he geap wih Sop Deg pale maleic: Inna of amir 
ollowing re- ioners and arres em. more stating th isati . ji 
marks made by Supt Dave Dugmore “Mh he circursscin6es surrounding the = nnbaine de se ainvail BiEGu rl a celica 


of Hackney police atthe borough's po- est of Mr and Mrs Burke aged 76 al the expense of the police service" Extered tion tic have publicly 
ip ara tative group meeting. and 70 Ied to Hackney South and This week the pal anongly Sh: rinald! sos anti he poise 
nd they have accused him of ‘Shoreditch MP Brian Sedgemore . ied that it substantive facts in- 


using a “supposedly non-politcal sing his Parliamentary privilege to organisation sive i ayiiied nica: Begs of resorting bo propaganda.” 


Dad faces 
deportation 
appeal 
anguish 


A DEDICATED father threa- 
tened with deportation is on 
tenicrhooks watting for the de- 
cision of his second ae 
which could separate hi 
from his family. 

Julius Alexander of Sand- 
ringham Road, Dalston “cele- 
brated” his 32nd birthday at 
the Immigration Appeals Tri- 
bunal trying to convince 
judgcs he shouldn't be kicked 
out of the country. 

A deportation order was 
slapped on Julius last Octo- 
ber. He came to Britain from 
the Caribbean island of St 
Vincent in October 1984 on a 
six-month visitor's visa — and 
has therefore been classed as 
an illegal immigrant since 
Apel 1985. 

He lives with his 22-year- 
old fiancee Maureen Sams 
and his namesake baby son 
who was bom just before 
Christmas after Julius won a 
reprieve. He is also regarded 
as father to Maureen's two lit- lH CG 7. C a @ g 
Ue daughters, Beverley, five | 
and Joanna, three. 

It- is the first local case 
since immigration laws we.t 
changed last August with- 
drawing compassionate 
grounds as a reason for being 
allowed to stay — unless you 
have lived in Britain for se- 
ven years. 

A vigorous campaign was 
launched against the deporta- 
tion and a huge picket com- 
prising about 200 people was 
staped outside the court at 
last Thursday's hearing in- 
cluding students from North 
Lendon Polytechnic where Ju- 
lius used to work as a chef. 





© Tso girts are cautioned by the 


vice cops. 
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“I WOULDN'T like prostitutes work- 
Ing on my doorstep — especially if J 
had kids,” admitted one preity 
blonde teennper os she wat hauled la 
by the vice aqua. 

“But why don't they just raise it? In 
some Exropean countries they pay tar 
and everything. I don't mind paying tax, 
We pay tax on our fines as it ls. 

Britata‘a vice tawa are virtuall tnediaeral 
compared with sysiema used fa Eu 


counirles Whe West Germany. Designated . 


streets In Hamburg are banded over to 
the prostiiutes, who alt scantily -clad in 
doorrays and on window allis looking for 
trade. 

These legalised brothels allow them to siny 
within the law. A sirict system of medicals 
and dephias checks ls meant tc keep the in- 

clean. 

Each ¢ I is issued with a pass book which 
police can demand to see, But even thal 
system Lsti"t favoured by the English Col: 
lectlve of Prostliuies — an Megat ualoa for 
Prostitutes, 

A moketwoman for the ECP, formed Ia 
1975, sald: “Most prostliutes stil don't 
work in the legatised arenas. 

“The competition Is very high with so many 
women working Ia such a small sre. 
There also tends le be more pimps behind 
them. 

The ECP actively campsiga for the abott- 
tion of the prostitution faws, but ere 
against the restrictive systems used Io 
} are 

“Women should be In charge of their own 
working conditions and money, If prostita. 
don wasn't Iiiegal they wouldn't. work in 
the same areas anyway,” auld the Fpok es- 


bgp pase tes 


KERB-CRAWLERS pesicring housewives 
and mothert are the biggest menace to 
those living on the front line in the vice 
war, 

The prostitutes are now vinually tolerated 
by residents of Amhurst Park. Rut they 
once resorted to guezilla tactics to beat the 


le 
In 1985. local wornen became so incensed 


formed a vigilene tito venture 
cake fircets end Poste de tebenwler 
Heather Bailey, vice-chair of Hast Bank- 
West Bank Action Group, says: “We ane 
hol upset at the prostitutes because they 
don’t alfeca us direcily. 
“We jut want 10 walk the atreete without 
men harassing os, although ! suppose if 


PLeO? 67 
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Women in the front line 









-Legalised 
brothels 
are the — 
answer, — 

Say girls 











“Peres absolutely no evidence that there's 
lem AIDS or VD among prositiutes In 
Hamburg — even the BM agyes with ws 


on that, 
“Prosilivtes have practised safe ace for - 
er than AIDS has been In ealstence es. 


health Is vitally important to them,” 

The ECP is probably the only wnion which 
bates for its own Industry to be snuffed 
out ~ they want ta wipe out the pererty 
aa Pushes so many women baie prestiiy- 

on. 

“Women go on the game because of pover: 
ty," the spokeswoman sald, “Benefits and 
wages for women should he hipher so no 
les wemag ts forced Inte ceiling sex ta 

ve.” 


a 


rs 1 


ae 


two eartier cautions. 







ing a child ina : 

Sue =e at Hank have wen melt 
ight now, ' igning, for 
aroadcloureschene. = 

A “no ent ” system slopa cart entering | 
We to roar through the quiet side | 
fircets end get back to the main Amburst 
Pask mad to look for trade, 

The caly lem is thal such measures gim- 

ply po the problem from one suee’ to 
next. 
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STILLETTO-heeled, mint-skirted pros- 
iftules have been a familiar sight 
alnce American Gis based in Stam- 
ford HIM provided a ready market in 
the 19408. The vice menace has Iit- 
tered the streets of Stamford Hill and 
Finsbury Park ever since angering 
and frustrating residents. Eight yeura 





IN the dim light of the carly evening, 
there's not a red light to be seen jn 
Stamford Hill. But it's Friday even- 
ing, ald to the trained eyes of Stoke 
Newington's vice squad it's promis- 
ing to be a busy night on duly in onc 
of London’s most notorious districts, 

It’s 9.20ptn and some of the prostituics 
have poh been working for hours. Set 
Paut Carroll says: "Sometimes they go 
straight from court in the afternoon and 
on to the sirects to cam enough to pay 
their fine,” 

The police van cruises at a cTecping pace, 
Only the anail-paced kerb crawlers — king 
for trade in their dozens — are slower, 

Pant suddenly points to three prosites most 


a bus slop, “There's a new one in the middle. 
you recognize herl” he enquires of his two colles- 


gue. 

The squad recognise every face on the strect. An 
trfamiliar git ticks out like 9 sore thumh The two 
other gitls ore from Walsall, Inap Colin Day rays. 

ey come dawn to use the mites are 
higher ~ usually about £30 a time. Sore even com: 
mite, retuming at the end of the week to their Mid- 
lends hormes. 


Last warning 

We stop and the three are cautioned, t's en easy 
way to find out who the girl is and where she comes 
from. She's from Walsall too, we discover. 

Now A's 9.45pm, and the streets are filling we 
with prostlnutes — and dozens of punters on foot. ¢ 
atop regularly to give the girls their flett cautions 

wer the (amiers to move on. “I think i's going 
to be a busy ni tonight,” Paul says. 

A group of five ate boiding an “unoffi- 
¢al unicn meeting” on a street comer. The van seree- 
ches to a halt, the three officers jump out and move 

Tre Caro Aaihering in fa what the fo- 
cals hae,” Colin expla &. “Any more of that end 
they'T] be in the hack of the van. 

© gicd well-known to the vice squad Is called 
over to ihe side of the van. “This is your last warn- 
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: The people 


Frought by 
PSHE GIRLS It ts only 
agzlost the law for a girl to be 
loltering or soticiting far the 
wrpose of sriling sex, Fines 
an be no more thac £56 for a 
irst offence and £204 after 
ai. Rut rarely are fines more 
in £V to £100, 
The girls have to be cau- 
sd tnice before ft pets this 
i's a fall-safe sysiem 
=. ich ensures no-one heading 
= fur « party or waiting for = bus 
= ends up In court, saye Insp Co- 
= lin Day. 


an offence,” 










He adds: “Soltciting 
street bs Blegal. But a call girl 
with en agency doesn't commit 


KERB CRAWLERS - fe. 
fore new laws were introduced 
In 2985, police had to stretch 
the {aw to prosecute them for 
Insulting behaviour, There ls 
still ne power to arrrst, though, 

The motorist can be stopped both 
bul bis offence Is iegatly no 
worse than any traffic offence, 
like delving through a red [eht, 

A man can only be cha if 
inside or close io his car. Mest 
punters hare wised up 
rd ec ttoaedateeit cE UHIEAIHNCMUTONAHENENNHHTNMTURUaNIM 





ago, Stoke Newlngton’'s permanent 
vice squad was set up to fight the ma- 
hace = bui still the tilde shows no 


moa have wiped out the problem 
some areas of Finsbury Park, but 
simply moved the giris and thelr ea- 
ger customers inio nelghbouring 


sl 
ac 
in 





ing Jean,” says Pc Brian Stoker. “I've already been 
done twice thit week, men,” she implores. Brian re- 
el you're not careful it'll be three times to- 
ni 


Al we move away agein Arian eoyr: “You have 
10 Feel a little sympathy for girls like that, she‘a 
been nent wid by her panp ta camo cestein amotind 
of muncy. She's tring forced on to the siseet and if 
she doesn’t cam it she'll be heaten up.” 

Brian poins te another well known girl whe has 
to work the streets to feed ber drip hebet, [t's a pro- 
blem anong delat the girls, with their pimps alsa 
working at deup dealers ten, 


‘You 

Byitiba 

Sent out F BIMB ty 
Barh 8 GéHalH AHiotnt of 


sais ol SHE duesi't 


She! | 6 beaten Up’ 





spotied sgain, The gir! fas pee 
twice are a : is, a Weer 
and 27, cram into tte: buck of van, chatting mem: 


fy among themsetves and with the tire officers. 
reveals ahe camed enough in the Previous 

two weeks to pay for her £2,000 

ast 


ven't been out all week. And yet I'm being nicked 
tonight = it ain't fairt How long are we going to be? 
I've got to pay my rent tomorrow.” 

Bien jolingly ents Lf she's going to buy us fich 
and chips on the way io the sistion. “No way,” she 
ri tot Ecol be ving off immoral earnings jf 1 

We reach Dalston police station to cha all the 
gisks at Lip, and it's imidndght before the papes- 
work [a done and we're on ovr ogab 


there's ary risk of thers not tuming ot cour 
be held in custody. 


oo 
“Give we a tift back," one of the girls exks. They 


they’re after 


in the «and teave their cars well owey, 
walking In for trade, 

PIMPS — These are the men 
Whe fook after 9 prostiiute — of- 
ten through a form of protec: 
tlon racket = and Hye off her 
eattiings. They are also often in- 
volved In more serious crimes. 


They can he Jaticd for up to 
seven years, Nailing plotps ls 
time-consuming and cutt- 
Jy, says Insp Day, Several days’ 
survelitance would still nol 
gueranice o consictlon. 


Insp Day clalma about 75 per 


to this, «cent of ihe girls have plings. 


HG 






streets. The arrests of prosittutes and 
kerb-crawlers tn the first flva months 
of this year are 10 per cent Up conm- 
ve of turning. Road closure pase with the same 


pher Chris Wood went out with the 
squad on the night shift and probed 
the vice jungle. 
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know the answer's “no”, end jump into a minicab, 
As we move off they're heading for Stamford Hitt 
again —they'tl be back there before we arct 

Hack a1 Amburst Park {t's os busy as before. 
We're quickes lo arrest thie time tound because - 
mut of the girls have already had their G09 cau. 
baw. 


“Oh ho, net you sgaint J wee in coun thit morm- 
ing.” cackles one, “) wae fined L1G" The gicl, agest 
2U, saya she wied to be = nurse in an old e's 

me. “I hope you din’t want to search me. f think 
J might be pregnant.” the adds, 

Het paeties ia cary ing & ratio. pager — “the olden 
profeation™ is now a modem business, Hes regular 
Gineners can contact her to leave o Message arxf 
Phone neanber to call back on, she saya, 

Colin anya beter that it was bought by her ping ro 
they can keep in touch during the night. It afso 
means that she can ply her trade without fear of 
being arrested, as she doesn't actually solicit for 


punters. 

We're back st Dalston again by 12.30am. The 
girle are charged, the Paperwork iz started and we're 

th by susi afier Jam, 

We quickly pick up greed dle before heading 
beck to the station for a third time. This time the 
givle are leas friendly, tr’s feat late, end they're 
smigry that the officers are stilt out @forthem. | 

Information 

h's untypical of the siren camaraderie between 
the three and the girls. At one point in the even- 
ing we op at the Kerb and Pasl catle eerie 
pair at ore rae prostitutes. They'm about 40 
yean¢ 


One cones over. “Hello hop liad soya, “Alri 
Brian?” Five minutes of casual follows, as if 
tweest # gang of old friends. 

As the leaves, the peostinte adds: “k's terrible 
oie here tonight, There most be at feast 20 new 


“We'll mt have to take a few of them out for ou 
then,” Paid foies : 


district as two officers lesue a 


Ui now = i's 2am — the squad's simet bect fe 
immense pile 
the ration which will keep them working until dem, 












= @ Another piel ts moved on. 
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Sate cobb oy tuk tes aot ed 


@ Night falls tn Stamford fillt’s red light 
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Top cop says police 
have learned public 
relations lesson 


POLICE In Hackney have learned from 
past mistakes, a lop cop said as he launched 
a week-long recrultment drive in the bor- 
ouph. 

upt Dave Dugmore put thousands of po- 
lice Jobs on offer as part of the campaign, 
sponsored by Hackney Pollce and the Com- 
munity Consultative Group. 

Lessons have been Icarned since the days 
when hostility towards the police reached a 
bitter peak a few years ago, he claimed. 

He spoke near the site of the old Stoke 
Newington pollce station where public rows 
were sparked off by the death of Colin 
Roach in 1983. 

Supt Dugmore said: “We have come a 
long way since those days, There are still !m- 

rovements to be made but we have made 
mportant strides In the right direction. 

“The public are now much more aware 
of what the pollce force has to offer,” he ad- 
ded. “As a service we may have been a little 
introspective, but that's changed.” 

At a press conference launching the cam- 
ae n, Clem Derick, divisional boss of all 

LEA's social workers, said: ‘The police 


have had itn the past. 

“Taking a positlve attitude to the pro- 
blems of the past [s very Important. 1 don’t 
think we should take the serious concerns 
about the nature of the force lightly. 

“This campaign Is part of that process. 
Asa young black person I wouldn't be here 
If I didn’t think that was so.” 

Supt Dugmore said there are between 
1,800 and 2,000 pollce jobs on offer this 
year as Met police cadets, special constables 
and regular cops. 

There are also hundreds of civilian jobs 
within the force for everything from musi- 
clans, architects, surveyors and catering 
stalf, 


There will be a particular effort on at- 
tracting cthnle minorities into the force, ad- 
ded Supt Dugmore. 

The campaign starts on Monday with a 
moblle careers unit parked outside Wool- 
worth’s in Mare Street unill Thersday. It 
will then move to Ridicy Road for Friday 
and Saturday. There wil! also be 2 carcers 
stall in unit 13 at Dalton Cross Shoppin 


' Centre from Monday until Saturday. Both 


have: got to: recognise the: problems. they. . offices open from 10am to. 4pm. 
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Police 
sued for 
damages 


THE grandparents of Trevor 
Monerville are suing the Com- 
missioner Of Police for dam- 
ages for trespass to land, 
assault, false imprisonment, 
and malicious prosecution. 
Edgar Burke, 76, and Mar- 
ie Burke, 71, made their 
claims and allegations in a 
weit served in the High Court 
this week. Jt refers to inci- 
dents alleged to have taken 
lace on January, 15 at the 
Burkes" home in Richmond 
Road, Dalston, and at Hack- 
lice station. 
eir grandson, Trevor, 


has been a figure of controver-. 


sy ever since he was found to 
have brain damage following 
his arrest by Stoke Newing- 
ton police two years ago. 


56 


Woman in 
blaze rescue 


FIREMEN wearing breathing 
=| idea rescued « 74-year- 

woman from a buming 
‘house in Hag is the 
rik hours unday mom: 





her 
nal] Road, 

Charity blow — 
CHARITY who wen 


te sei up # in strect mar- 
kets may have to fork out 
“at ae ipected to epprove : 

are cz a 
scheme whereby oi 


Shey have goods for suk 








A PAIR of rookle cops are in Bne for a 
bravery award for capturing Yardle pun- 
renner Robert Jobnaon. 

With a total of nine months on the 
beat between them, Dalston Pes Michael 

be and Richard Jackson arrested the 
hfiler after a chase through the strecta of 
Hacknef. 

The gunman, from isilngion, was last 
week jalied for 15 years at the Old Bal- 
bey after be was found gollty of the man- 
a ef hls three-year-old son 


Pc Jackson ond Pc Boyle were com- 

mended during Johneon's trial by Judge 

> Thomas Pigot and are now being put up 

for a commendation from London's top 
cop, Commissioner Sir Peter Imbert. 


‘Give 


Rut the two policemen shrugged off 
the acclaim saying: “That's what we are 
tn this onlform for. Alhough it’s mot 
av vee ar grt to chese s gunman. 

“We dhin't realbe who Johnson wai — 
Just that he was acting iclously. Bul 
we had lo stop kim, we n't bet some 
bloke rum around the sirecta with a 


nw” 

The two cops, both 20, who only beft 
Hendon tralelng coBbege last autumn, 
tackled Johnson affer epotting him la 
Amhurst Read, Dalston, at 4am on 
March 20. 


Whea they approsched him, Johnson 

pulled oof o semi-automatic plrtol and 

ashed it within Inches of Pe Jackson's 
‘ace. 


Kookie cops in award. 
chance over Yardie arrest 


He threatened the courageous cops 
and fied, bul they gare chase taking cor- 
er behind the rows of cars parked at the 


kerb, 
They followed him Into Ferncliff Road 
where Johnson disappeared inte some 


bashes. 

After searching for him, Johnson finat- 
ly came ronning owl claiming be had 
been threatened by a gunman, but the 
co avers not fected and Pc Boyle arres- 

him. 

Superintendent Roy Clark pralsrd the 
two cops: “For two such young and Inex- 
priests officers they showed exireme 

very. 


Reports were being submitted io Sir 
Peter Imbert's office at Scolland Yard. 


us more bobbies on 





_ the beat’ top cops told 


PEOPLE don't [cel safe on Hack- 
ney’s crime-ridden strecis because 
rk ei see a policeman patrolling 
their neighbourhood for months at a 
fi 


me. 

That ae the law and pelea a dell- 
vered to Hackney's eampelle 
lor, Joa Lobeanela, ot te borough's ce 
sonmukative group meeting held in s 
Raots Pool I 


bobby 
months in Stoke Newington’s Springfield 
ward, which be represents and where he works 


lives. 
And he asked that work sheets of Home 


Heat officers be made available for the petied 
to he could see, on average, how many hour 
ate spent by neighbourhood bobbies on the 
strecta, 


He said the system was not working and 
fek 4 was x waste of time 


paw Se sey reartaey tam ee ae 

troken because they 00 long 10 re- 
“When | sttend tenants" mectings and other 

meetings in my ward, the tame compla 


time and again that the public never 
are al police patrolling on Sook round thelr 


«he said, 
oid folk need to feel protected as the rate 
of crime increases. The public which pays for 
the police has the right 10 tee home beat 


beal officers — they have tc be all things to al! 


officers doing their duty patrolling the 
Hrects.” 


Superintendent Maurice Gunier from Stoke 
Newington explained that home beat bobbies 
were only on duty for eight hours a day and 
ted hoeoves 2 Bae Ome rece Oe in 


conrummunity. 

“In addition to thern there aro many more in 
wuifornm, including yesponse units which work 
ee rT al of ow 

ua¥ 
lice sid ade his belicf thet 

slem wes not only workable, but works, and 

that officers’ commitument to their beat and 


moved,” he said, “There needs to be a realisa- 
tion by the public of what's eapected of home 





into sccount you can ¢2 
able for eo oe something like 220 days in 


_ Figures show 
violent crime 
still spirals 


VIOLENCE ie mill on the increase scone to the latest crime 
talisdics provided Lo the police consultative group. 
; Figures for the first os eee of the year show that recor- 
ded offences of Aone meet the person is up in Hackney 
3513 10 382 compared to Last yest. 
cthe increase is nie peculiar to Hleckney and la a nationwide 
problem,” taid Chief Supt Nialt Mulvihill f 

Recorded cases of 1¢% offences, street robbery and autocrime 
are all down and there was success in improved clesr-up rates 

d the number of arrests. 

e Aaeuae sn robbery arc :ull a problem though, with few: 
tf arresis end clear-up rates both down. 

“There js room for cautious parla: added Mr Mulvihill. 
“There is a popsicle — and i1 shows the police are provi- 
ding at Icast a reasonable service” 5 

rice this year of the ice and council in- 
the papas id et eal alice ts also having 


of the campaign and improvements in the way these incidents 
are by officert,” said Supt Dave Dugmore. 
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“When his rest days and leave are taken 
him to be svail- 


public expects him to to deal 


“Realism dictates that police offcier: are not al: 
ways available, but on most days they are. Per- 
haps the public has had its expectations of 
beat bobbie: 


taised and they are nea as high 


profile as many want them to be. 


Hackney turns the 
crime corner claims 
top cop’s report 


CRIME figures are peaking In Hackney - 
that's the clalm of Hackney’s lop cop. 

The only bot on the copybock Is a “diy 
torting” rise In violent attacks ic tvlce the 
London average in 1984, added Chief F 
Intendend Niatl Mulrihiit ta the dfvistonal re- 


Hackney I¢ turning the coracr on the 
erlme front a3 the number of ted Inl- 
dents dropped slightly last year, he sald. 


The report oultines pollce achievements 
last year and plans fur 1989 In the Hackney 
Divtlon, which covers Hackney and Clly 
Ruad pollce stadions In the sowth of the bor- 
ouch. 

Chief Supt Mulvibitl said In ihe report 
thal the latest Meures confirmed the “de- 
pressing description” of Hackney at Lon- 
don‘s buslest division, 

He adiled thal people must lake comfort 
frum the fact thai for the first time in many 
years the hitherto Increasing crime levels 
appear to be peaking. 


“In Hackney we recorded a marginal 


$0O- 6. 87 


drop of 0.9 per cent in the total of reporied 
me, 
“The position would be a greal deal 
healthier hui for one particularly disterb- 
ing area of Increase.” 


Viotent crime rocketed from 465 In 1987 
2 at In 1988 — twice the London average — 
e sald. 


Flud ihe rise was because people were re- 
porilng crimes they weren't reporting in 
previous years, he claimed. The deiectlon 
rate, clear-up rate and arrest rate were also 
ep, be said, 

In the report he added that crime-fight- 
ing in Hackney ls hampered hy major In- 
vestlpationsa into murder, rape and serious 
assaulis which take officers away from 
their general duties. 

‘There were al full-scale murder Invest: 

ations in ) 988, he said, two of which occu- 

ed 12 officers for fowr weeks and one 
which kepi 16 men besyz, 

And in 10 more cases similar-sized favest- 
Igatlon units were set up to book Into attemp: 
ted morders, 
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Yard investigales death of man 
arrested in violent struggle 


ye death of a 22-year-old 
man who was forcibly 
restrained by police after his 
arrest on a suspected driving 
document offence is to be inves- 
tigated under Police Com- 


plaints Authority supervision,: 


‘Scotland Yard said yesterday. 

Mr Jamie Stewart was found 
unconscious early yesterday 
after being locked in a cell at 
Holloway police station, north 
London. He was dead on arrival 
at hospital. 


(; 


Mr Stewart, of Clapton, north 
London, was arrested in Fins- 
bury Park, north London. He 
was in a car with three juve- 
niles, one of whom was arrested 
at the same time and Jater made 
a complaint about the way Mr 
Stewart was treated, a spokes- 
woman said. 

When Mr Stewart arrived at 
the police station, officers tried 
to search him after he was tun- 
able to prove his identity. 

“He struggled violently and it 
was necessary to forcibly 
restrain and handcuff him. He 
was placed in a cell. Other than 
a cut tongue there was no visi- 
ble sign of injury,” the police 
spokeswoman said. 

But about 38 minutes later 
his cell was checked and he was 
found to have no pulse. 

A post-mortem examination 
failed to discover the cause of 
death. Further forensic tests 
will be carried out. 

The inquiry, supervised by 
the Police Complaints 
Authority, would be carrted out 
by the Metropolitan Police 
Complaints Investigation 
Bureau. 

The spokeswoman said Mr 
Stewart had been questioned 
about possible unlawful posses- 
sion of a vehicle and was taken 
to the station because he could 
not verify his identity. 


3-H: 29 
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A YOUNG black man died 
in a cell at Holloway police 
station in the early hours of 
Saturday afer being arres- 
ted for a driving offence. 

Police said Jamie Stewart, 
22, struggled violently when 
he was taken to the station 
and “if was necessary to 
forcibly restrain him.” 

Half an hour later 
officers found Mr Stewart 

‘lifeless in a cell — and 
atternpts to resuscitate him 
failed. 

His death sparked a flood of 
protests from Labour potticans 
and community leaders. 

Holloway police responded 
by appealing for calm and 
asking the Police Complaints 


IG 


Authority ot investigate. A 
16-year-old boy arrested with 
Mr Stewart has also lodged an 
official complaint. 

Police also took ihe unusual 
step on Tuesday of releasing 
information not usually svall- 
able until an inquest “in the 
interests of calming rumours 
among the communtty.~ 

They sald thet only “minor 
injures” were found on Mr 
Stewarts body and that a 
“cuncentration of cocaine” was 
found in hls stomach. 

Islington North Labour MP 


Jeremy Corbyn has writien to 
Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sloner Sir Peter imbert saying: 
“| need hardly stress to you the 
deep concern in the community 
about this tragedy and the need 
for a rapid resolution of Ht by 
means of an open Inquiry.” 
Chief Superintendent Doug 
opkins of Holloway police 
qald: We are very concerned 
about the death of thls 22-year- 
old man in our care and also 
concerned that 4 could act asa 
cataly<( for racial disorder." 
Mr Hopkins Invited repre- 


CELL DEATH 


@ From page 1 


Police say he was driving 
erratically and had overtaken 
Ont a pedestrian crossing. 

He was arrested because 
police were not convinced he 
owned the car and he could not 
provide positive identification. 

One of his four passengers, a 
16-year-old black youth, was 
also arrested for disorderly 
conduct. 

When Mr Stewart was 
handcuffed and put in a cet 
police say the only visible injury 
was a cut tongue. He was found 
dead at 1.40am. ss 

Mr Stewart's mother and 
father were informed of his 

death by police. The family's 
soficitor is having an indepen- 
dent post mortem carried out, 

Police Commander David 


Stevens expressed police sym- 
pathies to the relatives and sald: 
“We deeply regret the death of 
this youngman.” 

Desmond Riley of black 
community group, Chi Centre, 
Seven Sisters Road, said: “J 
can't understand how a man 
slopped to produce driving 
documents ended tp dead in a 
pollce station. This puts us back 
fen years in trying to find a 
solution to helping the com- 
munity.” 

Counceltlor Derek Sawyer, 
Labour chairman of Islington 
Council's police and community 
safety commiltee said: “My 
worry {s thet unless there is 2 
speedy and open inquiry & will 
leads to a lot of suspicion and s 
none of trust between the 
community and the police 
which will be very sad.” ; 


CR. 84 


form as man dies 
in police cell 





seniatives of black communily 
groups and Islington councilors 
to two emergency meetings th 
week, 

He said: “If we are found to 
be wrong it is better fo pet it out 
in the open as soon as possible 
and do something about it.” 

Mr Stewart, who Hyed with 
his brother in Wicklow House, 
Stamford 111) Estate, Stoke 
Newington, was stopped by 
police in Iantcy Road, Fins- 
bury Park, shortly before lam 
on Salurday. 


@ Turn ta page 3 
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Stretch case meeting told 


how pub boss vanished 


= ——_. = 
ry 


SEVEN off-dity police- 
men alleged to have 
beaten-up a Hoxton 
man in a crowded pub 
were assumed be a 
“firm” of East End vil- 
lains by the landlord, 
who vanished without 
trace shortly after- 
wards, 

The ex-landiord of the 
Limés pub in Mackney Road 
is said to have thou 
were a “finn” = rd 
slang for a group of villsins — 
because of their greased back 
hair and appearance, 

He was @ witness to the al- 
leged incident two years ago 
in which 26-year Gary 
Stretch claims his car was 
sliced off and he was repeat- 
edly kicked and punched, 

Details of a verbal statement he is said to 
have made to Gary's father at the time were gi- 
ven to Flackney's Police Consultative Group 
al a special meeting held last week to discuss 
the care, 

But the group were also told thai the publi- 
can disappeared before providing a written sta- 
tement to the investigalion held by the Police 
Complaints Authority, and has never been 
wacked down, 

Gary’s postman father, Eddie Stretch, who 
lives on the Cransion Esiate, explained to the 
mecting that the pub guv’nor told him he had 
no idca of the identity of the seven officers 
when violence broke out in his pub and as- 
sumed they were a “finn” because of their ap- 
pearance, 

The Crown Prosecution Service decided in 
January there was insufficient evidence for the 
seven constables from City Road to stand trial 
on criminal charges. 

But they remain sespended from duty and 
face an internal police ay old and possible dis- 
a action ranging from reprimand to dis- 
mussal, 

The family, who are now pursuing a civil ac- 
tion, complained to the meeting that there was 
ee ane evidence for # prosecution, in- 
cluding 30; ent witnestcs’ slatcmnente, 

“I was told that justice docs not distinguish 
between civilians and police officers, bul now 
I disagree,” said Eddie Streich. “J have seen 
some of the siatements, and they are damn- 
ing.” 


who died in polic 


A YOUNG black man was found dead 
In a police cell at the weekend — less 
than an hour after belng involved In a 
violent strugele with pe ce, a Mr Stewart in Hantey Road, Fins- 
ury Park at 12.40am on Saturday 
morning because officers belleved the 
BMW he was driving was stolen. 

When he couldn't provide any ow. 
nership documents, they arresied him 
and a 16-year-old youth and took 
them lo Hojloway station — where, ac- 
cording to « pollce spokesperson: “he 
put up a violent struggte, making It ne- 
cestary for the officers to force] ly re- 
strain him." 

He was taken to a ceft where, police 
$37, he appeared uninjured apart 
from = cut tongue. Hut when he was 
checked 30 minutes later, he had no 


An investization 
the death of Jamie Stewart, a 22-year- 
old mechanle who lived In Wicklow 
House on the Stamford Hii estate. 

The Inquest has not yet been held, 


but 


swallowed a ai uantity of cocaine 
shorily before he died and that, In 
ihe opinion of th patholglst, the injur- 
les recelved during bits strugele with 
police did not cause hls death. 

However the dead man's family ts 
insisting on an Ind 
examination of the 
dependent pallce watchdog, the Police 


* 





Creg 
@ Dad Eddie Stretch 


by RUSS LAWRENCE 


Members of the Police Consultative Group, 
who eae beet shite of the slowness and sc. 
crecy of the complainis procedure, said the 
belicved the daveuiigallon had been practi 
conducied, 

Rut lack of information about how the in- 
vestigation was procecding, and the rule of po- 
lice in tnvesligating complaints against 
themsclves were questioned, 


Demonstrates 


“The Stretch case demonstrates the sort of 
problems experienced and the wider issues 
can be used ag an example in our on-going 
hight with the PCA about the time jt lakes for 
investigations to be carried out,” said Green 
nay resentative, David Fitzpatrick. 

ief Supt Niall Mulvihill, in charge of 
City Road police, refused to discuss detatls of 
the Stretch case at the meetin . but was will- 
ing 10 comment on police policy towards the 
comp teents procedure. 

“This is not the forum for it to be discussed 
when it could jeopanlise pending edings 
aguinst the suspended officers who face a disci 
plinary tribunal," he said. “You have only 

given one version of the events,” 





Man ‘beaten in police van’ claiin 





Tenants are 
outraged after 


seeing 


OUTRAGED tenants on a Stamford 
Hill estate claim police officers drop- 
ped a handcuffed man from an Sit 
wall, then beat him up in a van, 

Their allegations follow a police chase earl 
on Saturday moming sround the Tolmliei 
Road estate. Lae 

An official police probe into their claims is 
already under way — and senior officers have 
twice visited the estate to catm angry resi- 
Deis. * Fr 

Kay Bates, chair of a par ele at Oc aee 
Was emong many people who say they were 
WOKEN upt at $.40arn by the screech of tyres 
tuming into the eriate, 

She told the Gazetie: “I rota a black fee 
leap over a wall. Three officers went afier 
hin, handcuffed him behind his back, and hois- 
ted him onto the wall, 
ie they dropped him like a sack of pots- 


Ms Bates taw the sb taken lo & van — and 
honified by what she saw next. 
An br towards the police vehicles 
shouting ‘which one is he in, which one is he 
in = let me at him.’ 


“Then he got into the van and began punch- 


ing and kicking the youth, who was hand- 


arrest 


cuffed and held on the floor by at least three 
ficers,” 

Ms Bates’ allegations have been corrobora- 
ted by teveral tenants who have spoken to the 
Gazette. All claim to have witnessed the al- 
leged besting, which they say they saw be- 
cause a rear door of the police vehicle was 


Ms Bates is among many residents who 
have called for the officers involved to be sus- 


Supt Roy Clark, of Dalston police, visited 
the Saigon Tuesday to talk 10 tenants sbout 
the incident. 

Police were anxious to quash rumour that 
the man arrested was Jamie Stewart, the 22- 

r-old Stamford Hilt apt aed died 7 
Tolloway pofice station in the early hours a 
Sauslay eames and whose death is the sub- 
ject of a top-lev sree by the indepen - 
dent police watchdog, the Police Complaints 

Authority. 


} Supt Clark told the Gazette: “The Holm- 
Nena incident has been referred to the 
complaints branch. 

“No police officer has been suspended, and 
Ido a cratecae any being suspended in the 
near future.” 


Autopsy prompts 
cocaine link to man 


underway into 


athology tests revealed he had 


endent pathalngy 
ody ~ and the in- 


HC 


Complalnts spam Is Investigating 
the circumstances of Is 


tise, 
death. “i 


volved to be su 


thelr 


-- F- 8F 


ried that ihe death 


e cells 


Attempts to revive him falted, anid. 
According ta the pollce, they stop- he was Pronounced dead on arrival at’ 
Whilineton Hospital. ‘ 
The 16-year-old arrested with Xfr' 
Stewart hes lodged an official con 
plain about the way ihe dead m2‘ 
Was treated in the police statton, And 
a number of proups have volced can 
a. about the clreumstances of tha 


Hackney Communiiy Defence Asse - 
Clatlon has called for a public inquiry 
Into the death, and for the officet ¢ 5. 
spended. Police, we,'- 
could spark unrcse, 
have already had meetings with com- 
abt leaders and politicians to put: 
de of the story. 


40 


Outraged community groups have 


demandad a public inquiry Into the tragic 
deaths of two black mon after being ar- 


rested by the police. 


Tho destha of Jamia 
Stewart, 22, from Stam: 
ford Hill, north London and 
Edwin Cer, 39, from 
Camberwell, south Lon- 
don, have lad ta sngry calls 
for the full facia to be 
revealed cTuveedl ately 

Mr Stewart was taken to 
Holloway police atation for 
suspected driving docu: 
ment offences. The polica 
say he struggled violently, 
end they resteslned him 
and put him Ins cell. Gne 
hour Jater he was dead. All 
Mr Siewert'’s decuments 
were in ordar aa was his 
vehicle. 

And police claim that Mr 
Carr, who was arrested for 
possessing cannotis “fell 
ill’ as he spoke to a police 
surgeon, He was tushed to 
hospital and put on 5 lila 
support machine, which 
was twitched off a wick 
later when he was declared 
brain dead. 


Confidence 


“Wa have aready had 
a fot of tension in the 
community because of 
the deaths, and there 
have been heated con- 
frontations between 
binch people and police. 
A public inquiry could 
heip ta calm the cont- 
munity, sald Lee Jasper 
of the National Black 
Caucus, who is a leading 
campaigner for greater 
police accountabliity. 


By 


Claire 
Hynes 





Although the Police 
Comp'sints Authority 
IPCA) ore already in- 
vestigaling the deaths, faw 
people seem to have con- 
fidence it will uncover the 
facts 


Custody 


Tho Society of Black 
Lawyers ore 8 those 
giving the thumbs down Ia 
ae PCA — inquiry A 
spokeaman sald: “The 
society has no tos faith in 
the PCA to fully investigate 
the circumstances surroun- 
ding these Incidents 


“The Authority has tail- 
ed In the past to reveal the 
full facts behind similar 
mysterious deaths snd in 
jurles of black people in 
polico calls." 


William Trant, director af 
the West Indian Standing 
Conference has writlon 6 
strongly worded lelter to 
the chair of the PCA, ask- 
ing hin to make sure the in- 
quity 1s not a whitewash, 


He has also called for the 
suspension of the olficers 
Involved jin the two 
incidents. 


V 


Richard Heyes 





Se ee oe 


“There must be an end 
to the kiifings of black 
suspects taken inta 
police custody,'" Mr 
Trant demanded. 


He wants black pcople 
up and down the country 
to organise and take ac 
tions agains! the deaths 

He urged: “Small cam 
paign groups which sup 
port individual tamilies are 
not good cnough. Black 
peuple natorwile must 
get invelvert We need cal 


. £ a] 
PP Gee a ae 


DEATH: Carter Road police station wl 


oT 


Mea 


oe 


lective action and collec 
live resportsibility.”” 


And Baornor Hesse, 
lowmer member of tha 
Apach Fomily Support 
Group, which campaigned 
over the death of Colin 
Roach in 3 police station in 
1983, hit out: ‘The 
Governnent hast to realise 
that there is a severe 
democratic and human 
nights prowlern ot slake 
when people need to be 
protected against the 


Hh A. SFT 


ire Edwin Carr ae taken il. 
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in 


> Aly 
een i | 


police.” 


But o Metropolitan pokce 
spokeswoman soi thal 
force would not be willing 
10 co-operata with 8 public 
inquiry. ‘The Police Com 
plainis Authority is 2 total 
iy independant body, and 
that is who we usually tuin 
te about complaints,” she 
insisted 


®Sce ow special feature 
on page 5 


Inquiry into ~ 


> deaths In Ay 
olice hands 
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HOW DID THESE ME 


Jamie Stewart and Edwin Carr have just joined the long 
list of black people who have died in police custody. 
As the two families mourn their dead, a number of ques- 
tions are being asked. Claire Hynes investigates 





Jamie Stewart, 22, of Stamford Hill, north 
London, was arrested on Sunday July 2 by 


police officers who 


wrongly suspected 


him of driving a stolen car. 


A witness claime Mr 
Stewart wae given @ 
thor search by officers 
which involved him being 
forced te drop his trousers 
in the atreet. The police 
than took the distressed 
young men to Holloway 
police station to check his 
Identity : 

Police sey Mr Stewart 
struggled violently at the 
station during another 
search and they had to for: 
elbly restrain him. They 
handculfed and locked him 
ine cell and it is claimed ha 
He no visible signa of in: 

ury except a cut iongua. 

But by 1 a0am, Mr 
Stewart's pulse had atop: 
ped. An ambulance was 
called but he was dead on 
arrival at Whittington 
hoapltal, north London 

The naxt day police stag: 
ed 5 press conference to 
say thal large amounts of 
cocaine were found In Mr 
Stewarts stomach and that 

“'niner injuries did mot Con- 
tribute to the death.” 

But The Stewart family 
solicitor Makbool Javaid, 
anys. ‘lt waa far too early 
for police to draw this con- 
clusion before the results 
of the post-mortem, Thay 
deliberately released this 
information to try and pra: 
vent allegations that he 
wes beaten to death.” 

The family have reacled 
to the police allegations 
with horror, They do not 
believe an officer who 
claimed he saw Mr Stewart 
¢wallow cocalne in the st4- 
than to avoid it being 
discovered, The police had 
already comled oul an ex- 
tensive body search on Mr 
Stewart, they point out. 


They also do not belive 
Mr Stewart had only minor 
Injuries because a witness 
gays be saw fim being at- 


UNANSWERED QUESTIONS: The paren 





HANSEL: 


DONALD 
Stunned, 


jacked by olficera at the 
station 

Director of the Weat In- 
dian Standing Conference 
William Trant, who visited 
the Holloway station short 
ly after Mr Siewert sdeath 
asid angrily: “There is a 
tendancy lor police to St 
tampl to discredit and tar: 
nish the names of people 
who have fallen victim to 
olficers 


Injuries 


* Thelr claims about co- 
cbine are an unsatisfactory 
ploy designed to sway 
public optnion and the opi: 
nion of any july or in: 
vestigate body. This ought 
noi to iake place in 6 
damocracy 

“ft feel the death arose 
trom violence inflicted 
on Jamie and that he 
was killed during the 
process of baling ar- 
rested and held in 
eustody.“* 

lt there was allght 
bleeding from the mouth, 
nt police say, then | would 
think that this would result 
if someone was kicked in 


rl = 
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domen." 

It is siso reported thal en 
independent pathologist 
concluded that Mr Stewart 
died {rom internal injuries. 

Me Trent and = the 
Hackney Community 
Dafence Association, who 
are working closely wilh 
the Stewart larly, sre call: 
ing for the immediate 
suspension of tho officers 
Involved in the incident 

And they went tha 
unanswered questions 
cleared up. 

@ Why did polica refuse 
to believe Mr Stewart, and 
ins'st upon taking him lo 
the station for a minor 
offence? 

@ What was Mtr 
Stewarts physical con- 
diton when he was locked 
and handcufied in the 
police cell? 

@ What ultimately caus: 
ed ihe young man to dia? 


Edwin Carr, 39, an In- 
surance salesman tram 
Camberwell, south Lon- 
don, was srresied on 
June 278 ai Spm, for 
possession of cannabis, 


Police from Carter Street 
siotion had raded his hamne 
on suspicion that he was 4 
drug 6 dealer 

According to his girl- 
fiend. Sharon Wease, Me 
Cane had explained to thres 
aaa othed ollicara that 

eo had some cannebis on 
him for personal use but 
was not involved in selling 
drugs. 

And aa the lather of wo 
loft the house for the polica 
station, Ms Wease told 
pace to iske care of him 

esuse he was unable io 
walk unoss'sied 


A popular character in 
the aroa, Mr Carr had 
been on crutches for 
around six months 
follawing knee Injuries. 

fut an hour after the at 
reat, Ma Wease was told 
Mr Car was seriously ill 


the lower part ol the ob- and had been taken to 


ts of Colin Foach lead a vigt on the naniversary of tus 


V 


King’s College Hospital, 
south London. He was put 
on a life-support machine 
but found to be brain dead 
One week later it was ewit- 
ched olf 

Ms Wense said tearfully: 
"We want to know exact 
ty whal happened between 
Edwin leaving home snd 
getting to the police ata- 
tlon” 


A police spokesman soid 
Nr ant “tell it” during 4 


conversation with s polica 
surgeon. The results of the 
post-mortem wee in- 
conclusive but the initlal 
esuse of deathy was said 
to ba “pneumonia due to 
respiratory failure 
ut the police surgeon's 
report ahown to Knox 
Daniel of Southwark Black 
Workers Unit showed that 
Mr Carr was bolisved to 
have suffered an epileptic 
fii followed by a heart 
atiack 
“The police surgeon's 
teport said absolutely 
nothing sbout prheumonia 
— how could thera be two 
such conflicting findings? 
There needs to be 8 public 
Inquiry,” said Me Danial. 
Ms Wease's sister, 
Beverley. told The Voice: 
“it's not good enough to 
gay 8 healthy man falls ill 
and ends uti on lile-support 
machine just like that 
"Everybody in the com- 
munity ia devastated — he 
had alot ol friends. | was 
so shocked. Edwin was 
mild natured and happy: 


go lucky and he just died 


to suddenty. Explaining It 


to his kids Is the hardest 


art. 
Mr Car’s close friend 
Donald Hansel gaid: ““) was 


stunnad when | found out 
| think bis all very atreange = 


the police must have done 
something to him to causa 
his dosth, We nead to 


know the Jacts."" 


An inquest into Mr Carts 
death was opened and ad- 
journed on Monday at 
Coronet s 


Southwatk 


mpstenous death 


ton MeCurbin’s death In YWelverhampton 
two fears dfo after a dtruggte w.th olficerd 
ovér an alleged ftolen creditcard. yy 
I i Brébe 
hid the ciréuinstances of the death af Col. 
ln Roath, thé 1)-feir-old whe died a 
thatgun wounds in Stoke Newington bolicé 
bation In, $983. 
which Invedtlgatés cases of deaths fn policé 
cuitody, believed that nothin 
Independent public Inquiry wi 
clons of malpracticeé. 


ficts af the cate’, he aiserts. | 
quiry will antwer thé central questions, Why 


| Fested In the frit place? lf he later suffered 
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Bis 


{Nit 
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EXCESSIVE FORCE: Police errest 1980s style. 


| tha ldelt dedthd a the hinds of the patee 
wil heighten claimé that officers use irf- 


dacriminate force when dealing with tlick 
«people. 


dock a Kétdre of rettire hirasimient dnd aF- 
rest emerges. : 
Gly 3 Few montha dfs fur Seventh Bifp 
Adventata tlamed they were iocently t 
ticked by policé In an Incident witnesied by 
Labour MP Bernie Grant, Tha mnén were fr- 
rested and charged with aisau'ting thé police 
alticers but were later acquitted In court 
Laat November seven Hackney policemen 
tima Under, Investigation ovér claimd Poy 
they éSrried out a number of assauted dn 
wrongful arrestd against a local man. Aca Kel- 
ei ape te lp who was prominently involved In d edm- 
prea manic. ol Inquest, dn organisation paler to uncover the faced behind Colifl. 
oath F death oat 
Mr. Kelly vet iublequentf wtided 
£19 CBO and his daughter £1,009 bf police 
in dn Gut-of-court seitlemént. | Lye 
_ ct recent yeard there hid beén i whole 
tring of cases which hive raised duestiant 
shout police behividur,) fayd Mr Ward 
“Thérefore, It's rot surprising thit the com- 
munity have shown a fustifiable beebticium in 
| décepting the policé version of fact? Whén 
these Incidents arise — 


Uninewered dueitiont remain about Cfin. 
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Similarly, there are ¢tdl cails fer 


tera than dn 
dipel suspl- 


-tnkaibita hive not always revealed the fh 
“Only an In 


wat the berson itapped? Why fat hé ar. 
derioud Injuriéd, evhy was he lett alone In the 
t : Poe athe 


ae tie ed 
Whbneret (aber efty potelng 4 bul la thé 


IBS}: ABETA EIMME ched in bolt cuifody. The pokcé doctar noted thit she aa} 
bruised and her brain swollen but could not determine the cause of death 
Police alleged she wai drunk ind hid brought about her own deith, 
ANDRE SAVVAS died in police btistody. Ha wai arrested Ind taken FB 
Horsney police Hation, north London He ws liter found cd have 4 frdttdrtd 


full a 

DAVIS BLUWALEs bady sii dragged fram # Heer ba Lead #6 Lead: 
palicermen wera charged. with hus minsla ughter. 

STEPHEN BERNARD wil taken ta d focal 6 

bhoned for an ambu! 


+ 
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= -t-t 


Ue 


WH: 


tanstioud to 2 hospital aes 2 a L = 

ENT YYEAR-OLB JOHN SU8UE ded Ia Britten pofed titan. 
douth London. The post-mortem fare tha caute bf dedith 31 broncho 
bneumonld dué fo brut to the head. 


He: 


(fle NOMAS CONNOR died in Bristod poles JAHGR. 


lg COLLINS died 36.4 resule Of fajurfes 16 hil Pedr ted lea that 
em =, F 
IN ROACH deed from 4 shotfun blzit In the bayer of Soke Nesiaptan 


982: 
18). 


arrested for being drunk and incapabre, 


late) 
leg station, perth Leadon. tty ee 
HATTHEW PA Ub died In bolee a Lamia Gireet Boked etitio® 
ter t incommunicada for twa Giyh = 
bef: JOHN HiKKLESON, d Hels Anal, died aftr FE 233 besten we Gite bet 
taken jata palicg custody. ; whe es b a. 
Lite SOR ARRETT abibied ind died Shae polite foredbhy tiered bar 
bere in Tottenham, north London, teareig her = who no longer ved 
pha ) Cirrfed out withoul & searen warrant, 
1994: AN LIGNY LEMAR collapled and diéd afsée bein} irraitad 6) Bote’ 
Noting Hil, Weit Londdn, Durtip the fourndy, tha two Sifickrd sMepedly 
‘i et wi? Hie he hid foft tonféiouinél. Ha wai dedd oh Ar- 
~ Hal at. St Stephen's hospital. sy Sane a 
CLINTON McCURBIN ded her He Wal sailed by pare Ad 
ety rr » shoppit Tigh in bhe Struby’e to Srreit bins, thé Paes Ht 
1 in ec li) o wis face down, - a san j a 
|. NENNEH JALLOH Tel to her death fem 1 lourch Asa tehadste Tt 
a Realy (5 pe Ad invadtigstian 11 belep eirried Bat by the Bolick 
ies A rity. a, 
a Hite Venroun, 4) i bid 
ad been arrested and taken td Campbell So: rt Bolice HHtlde a3 part 6? 
police operation. An Iidepéndent post-mortem 
| Gapping round tha face, and bruising consitent eth baing tied, Tha police 
og Bost-morten claimed rhee he fell into che iver tinder tha influence of Hut. - 
il: a VEL a a ey Carter es ee pal Londah, 
dng After ted at Ais hontié. The Indudst verdicl ¥ feldé. ; 
ing: GARIES RAMSEY, 25, ded 6 Wa baviy Arrested far aNepadty BettutAy sf 


Fegudintnze, fh Waltal, Weil Midlands. 
SAE: Bhitleeds af Rica Ratton} 
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Concern over police cell death response 


BLACK community leaders have 
criticised the police response to 
nigiteoe ” a bie man who 

e owing a violent stru 
with officers, : = 

Jamie Stewart, who lived of the 
Stamford Hill Estate, dled in Hol- 
foway police station week fol- 
lowing his arrest for traffic 
offences. Pathology tests revealed 
he had swallowed a large amount 
of cocaine before he died, 

But a series of meetings be- 
tween police and Afro-Caribbean 
community leaders has falled to 


4% 89 


calm the tenslon caused by the 
death of the 22-year-old mech- 
anic. 

“1 don't think anyone from the 
community groups was satisfied,” 
said Desmond Riley, head of the 
Chi Centre in Seven Sisters Road. 

“The whole thing is very fishy - 
[ want to know how 2 young man 
gets taken to the police station for 
a standard traffic document of- 
fence and ends up dying.” 

Chief Supt Doug Hopkins, of 
Holloway Police, admitted that 
Mr Stewart's death could lead to 


tension on the streets. “That Is 
why we took the rare step of re- 
sessing information about the 
nd efore a full Inquest,” he 
sald. 

An Independent inquiry into 
the death is being carried out by 
the Potice Complaints Authority. 
It ls being supervised by Rose- 
mary Vickers, a former personnel 
boss with off glants Shell, who was 
at Holloway pollce station on Mon- 
ee of last week to talk to police 
ibe and see where Mr Stewart 


Police comments 





* Stamfo 


Complaints are being 


taken very seriously 


{ REALLY must seck the nee to Ey to the letter 
signed by 12 residents of Homelcigh Road Estate, 
Hill (Gazette, July 14). 

The statement atiributed to me is accurate and 
factual — no police officer has been suspended in 
connection with the alleged incident on the estate 
and 1 do not anticipate any being suspended in the 
near Suture. Mow that can be interpreted as « “cover- 
up” I do not know. 

Neither my chief superintendent nor I can make 
the decision to suspend an officer under such cir- 
cumstances, nor are we allowed to take any part in 
the investigation that is being undertaken by a detec- 


disgusted us 


WE were shocked and disgusted to read Supt Roy 

Clark's comments about the arrest of a man on the 

Homelcigh Road Estate on Saturday, July 1, which 

were reported in Inst week's Gazette, Supt Clark is 

quoted as pe “No police officer has been sus- 
do not anticipate any being s 

in the near future.” 

We live on Homeleigh Road Estate and saw what 
happened that Saturday moming. Several of us con- 
tacted the police after the incident to com Jain 
about the behaviour of the arresting officers. At no 
time did police attempt to take statements from any- 
one. Their role concem seemed to be to ignore the 
whole incident. 

After what me ree oh Se pak subse- 

ent comments of Supt any talk o ce up- 
holding the law is f bit of a sick joke. We all 


‘Cops hurt 


in bloody 
Sunday 


ONE policemen was stab- 
bed and another had his 
ear almost torn off on a 
bloody Sunday this week. 
| Pe Craig Wallace was left 
‘with part of his ear hanging 
off after 10 le were arres- 
ted after conn a a 
in t 
baer Plt heat et Sunday. 
WPec ristine Edwards 
was off sick this week with in- 
ljuries sustained during the 
same fracas. She had suiches 
,;to an arm injury and her knee 
,in plaster. 


Offences 


Five other officers were in- 
|jured and 10 people were sub- 
vuently charged with 


se 
public order offences. 


; Later that day, Pc Marcus 

Lee was stabbed in the arm 
during a scuffle at Dalston po- 
,lice station charge room on 
iSunday night after a suspect 
pulled out a knife. 

Pc Lee was taken to hospi- 
tal with Pc Paul McAlister 
|who suffered a small cut in 
the fracas. Two other officers 


tive superintendent at the Complaints Department at believe that the officers responsible for this assault mae 
New Scotland Yard and all such matters are over- acide suspended and charged, that there should acc also slightly aren 
seen by te Police repeat Authority, a statutory be a full public inquiry a that Sit Cine sari shreaicaire io kal ane ori 
sae a ep ¢ police. immediately resign for the part he has played in : : 

e investigation is under way, witnesses have inane minal damage and assault 


what we sec #5 2 police cover-up. - SIGNED BY 
been seen and statements taken, When all the evi- 12 RESIDENTS OF HOMELEIGH ROAD ES- 
dence is gathered, decisions about prosecutions or . 
disciplinary action will be made. If at any time dur- 
ing the inquiry it is deemed necesssary to a a 
an officer, I am sure those responsible will not hesi- 
tate to do so. 

The public can be assured that there is no cover- 
up. I feel that by now those who wrote the letter 
will realise the matter is being taken very seriously. 
- SUPERINTENDENT ROY CLARK, DAL- 
STON POLICE STATION. 


TATE, STAMFORD HILL. 





Jamie 


———- , Stewart 
Police cell death | inquest 


lawyer fears - ~ opened 





* ® 
biased Inquest —sxmwcterjanietir 
: Stewart, who died after 
SO f i i Crs aults In THE solicitor representing the family of Jamie Stewart, the | being arrested and taken to 
22-year-old mechanic from Stamford Hill who died follow- Holloway pollce station, 
z ; ing a violent struggle in police custody, believes police | WAS opened at adjourned at 
! may have prejudiced his inquest. St Pancras Coroner's Court 
12 = S Ce C 1} a S eC _ Following Mr Stewart's death at Holloway police sta- | on Wednesday. 
tion on July 1, police took the unusual step of issuing a sta- 


' Mr Stewart, an 
tement revealing that he had swallowed a large quantity of | electrician, of Wicklow 


Police car 
| 


‘A POLICE driver had a miracle escape when his panda car | | cocaine before his death ~ and that, in the opinion of the pa-.| House on Stoke 
somersaulied onto its roof in a high-speed chase through the | | thologist, the injuries received during his struggle with Le Newington’s Stamford Hill! 
streets of Stoke Newington in the early hours of yesterday | lice did not cause his death. The police said they issued the | estate, was Identified by hls 
(Thursday), : ; statement to case tensions in the community. sister Claudia, a student, of 
_ A motorcyclist, who police had been pursuing, suffered ser- |! But the family solicitor, Makboo! Tavaid, said: “The po- Duriston ‘Road, Upper 
ious head injuries after he skidded off his bike whem another rai lice should have exercised some self-restraint and not re- | Clapton. 

Arol car swerved in front of him at the junction of Stamford Hill | leased that information at such an early stage. The proper Mr Stewart was arrested 
and Craven Park Road. — ; ; ; forum to establish the cause of death is the inquest. early on July Lin acar in 

The driver of the police ere overtumed his vehicle trying “It is possible that potential members of the jury will! Harte Road, Finsbury 
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‘ Ss, own min ut what ha ore the inqu - 
The incident, at 5.40 am, followed a high-speed pursuit by | | derway. ise ae a 7 | pence mation In connectisn 


with an alleged car 
document offence. 

The Inquest will be heard 
befure a Jury on October 


police when the motorcylist failed to stop after driving the 


“Mr Stewart's famil 
wrong Way up & one-way street in Maury Road, Stoke Newing- t Stewart's family are very upset. They have not got 


involved in making accusations and counter accusations 
about this affair.” 

The Police Complaints Authority is also investigating 
the circumstances surrounding his death. But their invest- 
igations may take more than a year to complete. 


Despite being thrown from the bike, the injured rider still 
managed to mun off, but he was captured shortly afterwards in 
Craven Park Road. 





After developing breathing difficulties, he was rushed to the | | @ Inquest opens ~ page 3. 
London Hospital, Whitechapel, where police were wailing to } pees 
quiz him 


Early moran tush-hour traffic was brought to a standstill as 

lice closed off the road between Stamford Hill junction and 

» St Ann's Road for three hours to remove the wrecked vehicles 
and take mekstiresficnts.* a 
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Police death riddle 


A SECOND man has 
died after he was taken 
in for questioning by 
local police. 

Edwin Carr, a 39 
year old salesman from 
Camberwell, myste- 
riously collapsed while 
being questioned on 
alleged possession of 
drugs by Carter Street 
Police two wecks ago. 

He was on ao life 
support machine in the 
intensive cate unit at 
Kings College hospital 
until he died last 
Wednesday morning. 

Doctors are puzzled 
why he became uncon- 
scious and collapsed at 
the police station in 
south London. 

Mr Carr was dis- 
turbed when three 
plain clothes police- 
men burst into his 
home looking for 
drugs two weeks apo. 

His shocked family 
were thrown into dis- 
array by the intrusion. 

Police say they 
found a small quantity 
of cannabis and told 
his wile they would 
caution him. 


Surgeon 


Instead he was taken 
to the Carter Strect 
station and a police 
surgcon was called la- 
ter that night. 

Chicf Supcerinten- 
dent Humber of Carter 


* Street told Carthbean 


Times: “He was being 
atiended to by a doctor 
and became unwell 
and later became un- 
conscious,” 

His grief-stricken 
wife Sharon, 29, was at 
his hospital bedside 
since the night of his 
collapse. 

And a stream of re- 





by Nisa Ali 


lations and friends vi-' 


sited him. ' 

Edwin, who had 
been on crutches since 
March because of a 
weak knee, was said to 
be ‘perfectly henithy’ 
otherwise. 

Sharon, cxhausted 
from her constant bed- 
side vigil, said: “We 
have had three contra- 
dicting storics (rom the 
police on what happe- 
ned in the station. We 
want to know what 
happened and we are 
not going to [ct it lic.” 

She said the police 
had kept her in the 
dark about her hus- 
band's condition in the 
station. 





Jamie’s police cell 


death a tragic mystery 


THE DEATH of a 
22 year-old man in 
a north London 
police cell within 
an hour of his 
arrest has infla- 
med Britain's 
black community. 


The 
mechanic Jamie Ste- 
wart have expressed 
their distress at the 
police’s speed in 
issuing statements to 
the national press. 


The arresting offic- 


ers from Holloway 
police claim Mr Ste- 
wart's car was flagged 


down because they did 
not believe the BMW 


Cy 


family of 


ee See 
by Michacl Mattus 


he was driving be- 
tonged to him. 

They further said he 
was arrested when he 
was unable to produce 
the required docu- 
ments but he became 
so violent and abusive 
when questioned that 
it became “necessary 


“to forcibly restrain 


him”. 

It is believed that Mr 
Stewart was anxious 
not to be scparated 
from two young chil- 
dren and 2 youth, aged 
16, who were travell- 
ing as passengers in his 
vehicle. 

The 16 ycar-old was 


also orresicd for dis- 
orderly conduct and 
has since made a for- 
mal complaint against 
the treatment he and 
Mr Stewart received. 


Postmortem 


A hastily arranged 
postmoriem, con- 
ducted by a specialist 
from the London Hos- 
pital failed to positive- 
ly identify the cause of 
death but stated Mr 
Stewart had suffered 
“only slight injuries” 
and had the traces of a 
substance in his sto- 
mach which required 
forensic analysis. 

The police have 
since suggested that 
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the substance was 
cocaine. 

The Stewart family 
have insisted on an in- 
dependent pathology 
cxamination of Jamic’s 
body set to take place 
this week. 

The Police Com- 
plaints Authority arc 
to appoint a senior 
police officer to inves- 
tigate the circumst- 
ances of Jamie's death.’ 

Police Commander 
David Stevens said he 
was unable to com- 
ment directly on the 
case as it was the sub- 
ject of investigation 
but said he and his 
officers “deeply regret 
the death of this young 


man.” 

Islington North MP 
Jeremy Corbyn has 
written to the Metro- 
politan Police Com- 
missioner, Sir Peter 
Imbert, to demand he 
give his permission for 
an independent police 
inquiry to allay com- 
munity fears. 

The Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso- 
ciation are demanding 
the instigation of a 
public inquiry and the 
immediate suspension 


of the officers in- 
volved. 

Five Holloway poli- 
ce officers were jailed 
in 1987 for their part in 
the 1983 assault on 
four focal schoolboys. 
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The mourning families of two men who | 
died after being arrested have vowed to 
carry on the fight to uncover all the facts. 


While angry community 
groups have called for a 
public inquiry into the 
tragic deaths of both Jamie 
Stewart, 22, and Edwin 
Carr, 39, the families are 
waiting for the results of in- 
dependent post-mortems. 

Jamie Stewart, from 
Stamford Hill, north Lon- 
don, was taken tao 
Holloway police station 
for suspected driving 
document offences, and 
was handcuffed and 
thrown into a cell after 
police said he reacted 
violently to a search. 


Pulse 


An hour Jater Mr Stewart 
had no pulse and was dead 
on arrival at Whittington 
Hospital, north London. 

Police said that there 


By Nighat 
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were large amounts of co- 
caine found in Mr 
Stewart’s stomach, and 
that a police officer had 
seen him swallow cocaine 
in the station. 

Makbool Javaid, the 
Stewart family’s solicitor 
said that the devastated 
family from Chingford, 
Essex had been working 
hard to encourage wit- 
nesses in the area to come 
forward: ‘They want an in- 
dependent public in- 
vestigation and said that 
they will pursue the case 
whatever the cost, no mat 
ter how tong it takes 
because they don’t want 
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DEATH: Jamie Stewart. 


this to happen to other 
black kids.’ 


Reports 


Edwin Carr, of Cam- 
berwell, south London 
was arrested for posses- 
sion of cannabis at his 
hhome. A few hours fater 
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he ws on a life support 
machine which was 
switched off one week 
fater after he was 
diagnosed brain dead. 


The family are very 
disturbed by the conflicting 
reports. Mr Carr ‘felt itl’* 
during a conversation with 
@ police surgeon according 
to a police spokesman 


The inconclusive results 
of the post-mortem gave 
the initial cause of death as 
“pneumonia due to 
respiratory failure’’. but the 
police surgeon's report 
showed that Mr Carr suf- 
fered an epileptic fit follow- 


ed by a heart attack. 


The family were too 
grieved to comment, but a 
friend revealed that they 
were also carrying out an 
independent post-mortem. 


A police spokesman said: 
“Enquiries of this nature 
are quite lengthy and there 
has been no development 
at this stage.” 
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Police defence 


AS CHIEF Supcrin- 
tendent of Holloway 
Police Station, I was 
concerned to read your 
editorial comment 
“Who will answer our 
questions?” on Jamic 
Sicwart in your 7-13 
July issuc, 

As with all cases of 
sudden death an inves- 
tigation into the cir- 
cumstances is taking 
place and this matter 
— was referred voluntari- 
. ly by the Metropolitan 
Police to the Indepen- 
dent Police Com- 
plaints Authority. 

An inquest at the 
Coroncr’s Court with a 
jury will determine the 
cause of death as 
quickly as can be 
arranged, 


'f you had made en- 
quiries last week you 
would have been advi- 
sed that I called mect- 
ings with represcnta- 
tives of the black com- 
munity on Monday, 3 
July, where senior 
Metropolitan Police 
Officers and represen- 
tatives of the Police 
Complaints Authority 
endeavoured to 
answer all the qucs- 
tions put to us by rep- 
rescntatives of the 
Hackney Police Con- 
suitative Committee; 
Hackney Council for 
Racial Equality; Wes- 
tindian Standing Con- 
ference; Ethnic Minor- 
ities Joint Consultation 
Council; Hackney 
African Organisation; 
African Development 
Agenetes (Hackney); 
Association of 
Jamaicans (UK); 
Community Education 


Trust; Stamford Hill 
TA; Chi Centre; and 
the family’s solicitor. 

In the interest of 
stopping the spread of 
rumours among the 
community we got the 
agreement of the Poli- 
ce Complaints Author- 
ity, the Coroner and 
the Pathologist to take 
the unusual step of re- 
leasing advance infor- 
mation that only minor 
injuries were found on 
Mr Stewart and an car- 
ly analysis examination 
revealed a concentra- 
tion of cocaine in his 
stomach. 

The independent 
pathologist has kept 
samples for assessment 
by the family in order 
that an independent 
examination can be 
made, 

Mr Stewart was 
stopped as a result of 
erratic driving, includ- 
ing over-taking on a 
pedestrian crossing. 
He was arrested be- 
causc, although he 
claimed ownership of 
the car, it was not rep- 
istered in his name and 
he was unable to pro- 
vide positive idcntifi- 
cation. 

As the Editor of an 
independent newspap- 
er secking to inform 
your readers of the 
truc situation you 
should want to publish 
this letter. It will be 
interesting to sec if you 
do and whether you 
give this reply the 
same prominence as 
your “Comment”. 


DA Hopkins 
Chief Superintendent 
Holloway Police Station 
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Jamie’s family question the Met 


THE FAMILY of 
Jamic Stewart, the 
young man who died 
whilst in the custody of 
Holloway police, have 
expresscd their dismay 
and condemnation at 
the police's handling of 
the situation. 

Although the full re- 
sults of the police's 
post mortem has yet to 
be released there has 
been a repeat of the 
inference that Jamies’s 
death was caused by 
swallowing a large 
amount of cocaine. 

The Police Com- 
plaints Authority 
(PCA) was calicd to 
investigate the incident 
after one of the pas- 
sengers in Jamic’s car 
accused the arresting 
officers of mishandling 
the youngster. 

Jamie was stopped 


Continued from page 1 


Jamie's family 


for a traffic offence 
and was -forced to 
undergo a full strip 
search, including the 
handling of his geni- 
tals, at the roadside 
before he was taken to 
the station. 

The family and con- 
cerned members of the 
community are asking 
how somcone who was 
thoroughly searched 
and arrested was able 
to conceal cocaine 
from police officers 
long cnough to swal- 
low it in the cells. 

“It seems strange 
that the police’s thor- 
oughness in searching 
for traffic documents 
was not matched by’ 
similar vigilance con- 
cerning serious drugs,” 
noted Desmond Rilcy 
of the Chi Community 
Centre, north London. 


The Stewart family 
are attempting to force 
an independent in- 
guiry and have re- 
ceived the support of 
local MP Jeremy Cor- 
byn in this matter. 

The police's 
attempts to smooth 
things over by calling 
mectings with repre- 
sentatives of organisa- 
tions such as the Wes- 
tindian Standing Con- 
ference, the Hackney 
Council for Racial 
Equality and others 
have not abated this 
call. 

Chief. Superinten- 
dent Matthias of Hol- 
loway police station 
has expressed his “con- 
cern” over Caribbean 
Times’ reporting of the 
entire incident (see let- 


Continued on page 3. 


of rumours among the 


community”. 


Mr Makbool Javaid, 


question the Met 


lcrs page six). 

Ile claims that the 
release of “advance in- 
formation of only 
minor in- 
juries. . . and a con- 
centration of cocaine 
in his stomach” was 
made “in the interest 
of stopping the spread 


the Stewart family’s 
solictor, has slammed 
this decision. 
“Relcasing informa- 
tion about the pre- 
sence of cocainc in 
Jamie’s blood to the 
press may have pre- 
judiced the forthcom- 
ing inquest. They 
should have exercised 
restraint,” he said. 


Man connected with murder 
commits suicide after chase 
Holloway police claim 


A POLICE chase en- 
ded with a man stab- 
bing himself to death, 
say police. 

Vincent Graham 
was pursued by police 
in conncction with the 
killing of credit salcs- 
man Michael McDer- 
mott. Mr McDermott 
was found bound and 
gagged on the back 
seat of his Ford Sierra 
in Holloway, north 
London, last May. 

Police claim Mr 
Graham, aged 40, 
went into hiding in 


south London after 
officers gave notice of 
their interest in his 
whereabouts at his 
north London home 
and his usual whercab- 
outs in Holloway and 
Finsbury. 

He was spotted by 
Holloway police offic- 
ers in north London 
and attempted to esca- 
pe when challenged. 

The officers pursued 
him towards City Road 
where, they claim, he 
pulled out a knife and 
stabbed himself 
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through the heart. 

He was taken to St 
Bartholomew's Hospi- 
tal, Smithfield, where 
he later died. 


Detectives leading 
the hunt for Mr 
McDermott's killers 
had carried out fore- 
nsic tests at Mr Gra- 
ham’'s home. 

Police are still sear- 
ching for other men 
they belicve may be 
connected with Mr 
McDermott’s torture 
and eventual death. 
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ted during fast month’s demonstra- 
tion in Bethnal Green against the 
“racially motivated” murder of an 
Asian man appeared before Thames 
magistrates on Monday. 

A tight police security net was 
thrown around the court to prevent a 
recurrence of trouble which flared 


a fi 
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in Bethnal Green Road on July 15, 


m4 guages, give advice to resi- 


dents who have suffered 
racial attacks. They should 
have been delivered to 
every home in the two bor- 
oughs by top advertisin 
agency Saatchi and Saatchi, 
but bungling distributors 
missed out the whole of the 
N1 postal area. 


bediio death: 


chi and Saatchi was avail- 
able for comment as the 
Gazette went to press, 


Worried residents who have 


missed out on the anti-ra- 
cist ene can still ect a 
copy by phoning Supt Dug- 
more on 488-7102. ji 


Demo charges: police step up security at court” 


THIRTEEN Bangladeshi men arres- The remaining defendants, includ- 
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when nearly 40 men were arrested 
for alleged offenecs of affray, vio- 
lent disorder and assaulting police. 
They had been demonstrating 
against what they claimed was in- 
adequate policing after 51-year-old 
Bangladeshi, Esmoth Ali, of Flower 
and Dean Walk, Stepney, was stab- 


Charges of assaulting police and 
causing actual bodily harm were 
withdrawn against three of the ac- 
cused, and replaced with lesser 
charges of assaulting police officers 
in the execution of their duty. An- 
other man was charged with using 
abusive words and behaviour. 


ing a juvenile, are charged under 
Section Four of the Public Order 
Act with using threatening beha- 
viour. 

They were all remanded on un- 
conditional bail. Ten other defen- 
dants facing similar charges will 
appear today (Friday). 


Stewart family organise 
against police allegations 


HOLLOWAY'S 
POLICE were last 
week prevenied 
from making further 
unfounded and mis- 
icading allegations 
about the way which 
Jamie Stewart met 
his death. 


Twenty two year-old 
mechanic Jamic diced 
shortly after being 
arrested by Holloway 
police officers three 
weeks age. The police 
have deliberately pre- 
empted the restlts of 
the police autopsy and 
an independent cxami- 
nation carried owt at 
the behest of the Stc- 

.wart family, to infer 
Jamie's death was 
attributable to drug 
abuse 


Stormed 


A public mecting by 
the north. London vici- 
nity’s local police con- 
suliative group was 
stormed by local peo- 
ple, including mem- 
bers of the Sicwart 
family, who demanded 
the police be pre- 
vented from repeating 
their allegations 

The Stewart family's 
lawyer, Makhbool 
Javaid, has accused the 
police of deliberately 
aitempting to prepudli- 
ce the forthcoming in- 
quiry by constant re- 
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petition of the slander. 
ous statement 

Obscervers have 
labelicd the plov a 
favourite pofice tactic 
for combating public 
disquict over suspi- 
cious deaths in cus- 
tinty 

When Colin Roach 
died from gunshot 
woonds to the head in 
the foyer of Stoke 
Newington police sta- 
tien in 1983 a state- 
ment was issticd stat- 
ing he had a history of 
mental illness. There 
were never any medi- 
cal records of Colin's 
alleged mental afflic- 
tions, 

Similarly, in 1985 
Clinton McCurbin's 
death by asphyxiation 
at the hands of a Wol- 
verhampton = police 
officer was attributed 
to a cocaine overdose 
No traces of cocaine 
were cvcr found in the 
coroner's report hut 
the national press were 
content to print the 
police's carlicr sinte- 
ment without ever re- 
vealing the inconsis- 
tencics of the pronoun- 
cement following furt- 
her developments. 

After an acceptable 
period of mourning the 
Stewart family intend 
to join forces with the 


family of Eelwin Cate 

The Carr family also 
suffered defamation by 
default after Carter 
Sirect police officers 
claimed thai his illness 
while in custody and 
subsequent death was 
duc to drug abuse. 

A representative 
from the Hackney 
Community Defence 
Association said the 
represeniation had 
shown great fortitude 
in pressing their de- 
mand to the group 
mecting. 


Courage 


“The Stewart famity 
have shown great ccitit- 
nge and dignity in the 
way they hove dealt 
with the situation so 
far and there is now 
great hope that this 
spate of black deaths 
in police custoily over 
the years may be 
championed by a force 
for justice anil lasting 
change,” he said. 

The Hackney Coun- 
cil for Racial Equality 
(TICRE) have joined 
the list of organisations 
and privoic citizens 
who have written to 
the Home Secretary, 
Douglas Hurd, calling 
for an independent in- 
quiry into Jamie Ste- 
wart’s death whilsi in 
the custody of Holto- 
way police sation. 


Jamie’s family reply to police 


WE THE family of 


The hope that justi: 


forever. It is hard 


Jamie Stewart feel that 
we must write a reply 
to the letter of Chief 
Superintendent D A 
Hopkins from Polfo- 
way Police Station, 
published in the Canb- 
bean Times of July 21. 
The sudden and un- 
timely death of our 
brother is a tragedy 
that will be with us for 
the rest of our fives. 
July 1 will forever be 
remembercd as the 
day when our brother 
died within on hour of 
arriving at Holloway 
Police Station. From 
early that morning we 
have asked ourselves 
questions as to how 
nuk why Jamie died. 


Cr 


ce will prevail and 
jamic’s death will be 
looked into in a fair an 
unbiased way by an 
independent jury at 
the inquest, has been 
put in jeopardy by 
police siaiements. 
Flow can we find a jury 
made up of indenpen- 
dent, unbiased people, 
with the police releas- 
ing selective informa- 
tion, and then claiming 
if is “in the interests of 
stopping the spread 
Tumours among the 
community’? State- 
ments of this kind must 


strcly prejudice the in- 


quest jury 
The leve we had for 
Jamic will be with ux 


(ie 


enough to come 4 
terms with his death. 
For our own gricf to be 
further compounded 
by the police releasing 
information is boik 
offensive and provoco- 
tive. 

Wt is a pity that the 
police have not treated 
Jamie's death with the 
same fairness and sen- 
sitivity as the Cartb- 
bean Times, We cx- 
tend nur warm thanks 
and gratitude to every: 
one who has supported 
us over these past few 
weeks, 

C Stewsaes 

Hackney Canmninity De- 
fence Atsocciution 
Londen NIG 
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Gazette criticised 


THE Hackney Gazette 
of July 7 carricd an 
article on the death of 
a young black man at 
Holloway police sta: 
tien, Under the head- 
ing “Autopsy prompts 
cocaine link to man 
who died in police 
cells”, the article fo- 
cused on police prap- 
apanda concerning 
Jamic Stewart's death. 

Jamie Stewart dicd 
in tlolloway police sta- 
tion on Saturday July 
t. On Monday July 3 
the police called a 


4 ree 
mecting of community | 


groups at the police 
Station. The following 
tay Holleway police 
issucd a press sinte- 
ment, They did not ex- 
plain how Jamie Ste- 
wart dicd, instead they 
concentrated on the 
suggestion that he had 
swallowed cocaine im- 
medinicly before he 
dicd 

The police's meeting 
with community 
groups. their issuing of 
1 press stalcment and 
the Hackney Gazelic’e 
article, raise very sc- 
rious questions con- 
cerning Hritish justice. 

The police's invita: 
tion to community 
groups to attend a 
meeting where the 
potice staicd they 
wished to enter into o 
“contract” with com- 
munity groups was an 
overtly political exer. 
cise. 

The police insist 
they are a non-political 
organisation, yct here 
they were engaged in 
political manouverings 
with community 
groups. 

Following the death 
of black Hell's Angel 
John Mikkfeson at the 
hands of the potice in 
1985, the High Court 
granted an injuncticn 
against a Thames TV 
programme asserting it 
would prejudice the 
Coroner's Inquest 
which had responsibil- 
ity for determining 
how he died. 

Similarly the gov- 
ernment objecied in 
the Thames TY prog- 
ramme Death on the 
Rock concerning the 
death of three IRA 
members in Gibraltar 
last year. 

The palice, on the 
other hand, continual- 
ly interfere with the 
Inquest procedure 

Stoke Newington 
police issued a siate- 
ment incorrectly claim- 
ing Colin Roach has a 
history of mental ifl- 
ness immediately after 
he was shot dead in the 
foyer of the police sta- 
tion in 1983 

After the death of 
Anthony Lemard in 
the custody of Notting 
Hill police in 1986, ond 
before the Coroner's 
Inquest, the corenct 


issucd a stalement 
asserting his death was 
not duc to any slrugple 
with police officers. 


Holloway police's 
staicment on Jamic 
Slewart's death linking 
him to drugs and un- 
proven criminal activ- 
ity, wilhout the oppor- 
tunity to defend him- 
self, deliberately slan- 
ders and beamirches 
the name of a man who 
tragically died in potice 
custody, thus deflect- 
ing any criticism of the 
police 

Secondly, the police 
have interfered in the 
judical process by in- 
ferring the cause of 
death prior to the 
Coronee’s inquest. 

The Ffackney Gazet: 
le article on Jamie Ste- 
wart's death concen: 
trated on the police 
staicment. By focusing 
on the cocaine angle 
Jamic Stewart has 
been discredited in the 
eycs of thousands of 
Gazette readers and 
the process of law has 
been undermincd 

The black commun: 
ily has repeatedly sul- 
fered deaths in police 
custody; deaths which 
should be treaicd as 
murder investigations 
have been covered up. 
Insicad of relying on 
police statements a re- 
sponsible press shontfed 
be using its own inves- 
tipative expertise to 
ensure thal a proper 
batance of information 
is provided. In the 
Jamie Stewart case the 
Ifackney Gazette has 
failed to serve the 
community if claims to 
represent 

Adding insult to in- 
jury the paper statcd 
that “the independent 
police watchdog, the 
Police Complaints Au- 
thosity, is investigating 
the circumstances of 
his death”. The Goazct- 
te is fully aware of the 
community's distrust 
af the PCA which is 
not independent, but 
rclics on police officers 
to investigate com- 
plaints againsi the poli- 
ce. 
According to Jaw the 
police and public are 
subject to the same 
rules. Flow. many 
members of the public 
could pet away with 
making n press staic- 
ment following an inci- 
dent where serious cri- 
minal charges could be 
involved in order io 
cover up theis actions? 

In the Jamie Stewnrt 
case Holluway police 
have made a mockery 
of the law; the Jack- 
acy Gazette have 
made a mockery of in- 
dependent journalism. 


Hackney Community De- 
fence Association 

Rectory Road 

Londan F16 
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MA black man from Hackney, 
Steve Edgar, has been found not 
guilty at Old Street magistrates 
court of assaulting a police officer. 
But there has been no come-back 
against Hackney police for the 
treatment allegedly handed out to 
Edgar. According to several 
witnesses, a plain clothes officer 
entered the minicab office where 
Edgar was working, hurled racist 
abuse at him and his cousin, and 

unched Fdpar in the face. The 

low was so severe that he had to 
be kept in hospital overnight for 
observation. Hackney Community 
Defence Association says that, 
having won his court case, Fdgar is 
not going to let matters rest there: 
he’s taking out a civil action against 
the police. 
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Racist cop’s violent attack. 


A CALL for the im- 
plementation of a 
rule which insists on 
the immediate. dis- 
missal of police 
officers who engage 
in racial abuse and 
needless assault was 
made last week fol- 
lowing the dismissal 
of charges of assault 
on a man who suf- 
fered alleged police 
brutality. 


Steve Edgar was ac- 
quitted by Old Street 
Magistrates of assault- 
ing PC Andrew Chad- 
wick of Hackney poli- 
ce during an incident 
at Mr Edgar's work- 
place last March. 

Mr Edgar was acting 
controller in his mini 
cab office on the even- 


ing PC Chadwick strol- 


led in, dressed in leath- 
er jacket, jeans and 
sneakers, and began to 


tacially abuse Mr 
Edgar's cousin. 

Witnesses testified 
that PC Chadwick had 
never identificd him- 
self as a police, officer 
when he issued a tor- 
rent of abusc, includ- 
ing terms such as 
“black bastard” and 
“black cunt”, 

When Mr Edpar 
protested it is reported 
that PC Chadwick 
struck him with a full- 


force blow to Mr 
Edgar’s head which 
scent him flying across, 
the room. 

In the midst of the 
carnage PC Chadwick 
was joincd by two 
other officers, one of 
whom was described as 
being “huge” to arrest 
the five foot cight in- 
ches tall and ten-and- 
a-half stone Mr Edgar. 

Despite Mr Edgar's 
injuries he was first 





taken to the police str 
tion and charged with 
assault on PC Chad- 
wick before being re- 
leased to sec a doctor, 

His injurics, includ- 
ing concussion and a 
slight skull fracture, 
proved serious enough 
for him to be kept 
overnight at TIamerton 
hospital for observa- 
tion. 

Observers of police/ 
community relations 
claim that it is now a 
common tactic for 
police officers to 
charee victims of often 
unwarranted attacks 
with assault to obscure 
details which may be 
uncovered by an inves- 
tigation. 

The Hackney Com- 
munity Defence Asso- 
ciation has called for 
the instigation of a 
mechanism which will 
allow the proper inves- 
tigation leading to full 
‘criminal prosecution, 
if found guilty, of polt- 
ce officers the same as 
would apply to a mem- 
ber of the public. 

Steve Edgar is now 
taking out a civil action 
against the police with 
the full support of the 
Hackney Community 
Defence Association. 


50 


Hit Squad 

A 50-year-old Hackney man is suing the police af- 
ter being injured so badly that officers rushed him 
to hospitaf thinking he was dead. Raphael Joseph 
claims he was attacked by police after making off 
on his motorbike from officers who kad seen him 
driving the wrong way down 2 one-way street. A 
high-speed chase ended in Stoke Newington when 
the motorbike coflided with one of three pursuing 


police cars. Mr Joseph claims he wes beaten, ar- 
rested, handcuffed and thrown head-first into a po- 
lice van where he was beaten agais, this time so 
badly that blood in his throat stopped him breath- 
ing. He says he was taken by police ts London Has- 
pital in Whitechapel after desperate attempts to 
revive him failed, Hackney Community Defence As- 
sociation has called on Stoke Newsegton police 
chief, Chief Superintendent Peter Test, to resign 
and for an independent public inguiry to be held 
into the incident. CS Twist denied Mir Joseph was 
assaulted and said he was not aware of any injuries 
he suffered until contacted by Time Ost, except 
those sustained when he fell from bis motorbike. 
‘I'm dismayed to earn of injuries alleged ta have 
been caused by my officers, im this unusual 
manier,” 
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Police ‘brutality’ 
allegations grow 





More and more cases are coming 
to light where — It It allaged — 
pollee officers ore using undue 
force or Intimidation against 
people they wish fo apprehend. 
QUENTIN McDERMOTT reports. 


BIN THE EARLY HOURS OF 
Thursday July 20 Raphacl Joseph, a 
$0 year-old from Hackney, rode his 
motorbike home after helping out a 
friend in a bakery. The street next 
to his home in Stoke Newington is 
one-way, and he rode down it the 
wrong way. Officers in a police ear 
saw him and gave chase. Joseph 
panicked, and the chase, involvin 
up ta six vehicles, ended in Stamford 
Hill with a police car somersaulting 
on to its roof. 


What happened next is the subject . 


of dispute, Raphael Joseph tays he 
stopped his bike and began to 
dismount, and was then hit by a 
police car. He says the fall only left 


him grazed, and that he pot up and 
took off his helmet. Realising that 
the officers approaching him were 
angry. he pleaded with them not to 
hurt him, He claims a nunsber of 
officers then jumped on him and 
bear him, leaving him virtually 
unconscious. Vhen = he claims = 
they handcuffed him and threw him 
head-first into a van where, he : 
alleges, he was again beaten so badly 
that he overheard an officer saying 


he thought they had killed him 


The police took Raphael Joseph to 
the London Hospital, in 
Whitechapel, where the photograph 
on this page was taken, The next 
day a story appeared in the flackney 
Guzette, suggesting that Joseph 
suffered his serious head injuries 
after skidding off his bike when a 
patrol car swerved in front of him, 
Despite this = suggested the Gazette 
- Joseph ‘still«managed to run off, 
but was captured shortly afterwards.’ 

Raphac! Joseph's solicitor, Raju 
Bhatt, told City Lists: "We are 


considering an action for damages 
fur false tmprisonment, assault and 
battery. [tis a horrific case.’ Bhatt 
described the Muckney Gazette story 
as ‘a handy piece of news 
management.” 

The senior officer in charge of 
Stuke Newington division, Clef 
Superintendent Peter Twist, saya he 
is ‘perplexed and dismayed” that the 
first he heard of the allegations was 
Frond Crty darsers, three weeks after 
the incident, ‘My understanding ts 
that any injuries Mr Joseph received 
were due entircly to his failing from 
his motoreycle,” he said. "Until now 
there has been no suggestion that 
they were due to any criminal 
assaults. Clearly these are matters 
that will have to be fully 
investipated.* 


Parlier, however, Mr Twist told 
Cay Lunits that Joseph was 
‘uninjured’ in the collision with the 
police car. He said Joseph was taken 
to hospital ‘alter he developed 
breathing difficulties,” was ‘extremely 





RAPHAEL JOSEPH 
IN THE LONDON HOSPITAL 
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abusive about the police and made 
no allegation of assault at chat stage.’ 
Me Twist says the police are 
considering prosecuting him for 
ticing without due care and 
attention, riding while disqualified, 
and having no insurance or MOT. 
He has appealed to Joseph to make 


a formal complaint, ‘so that the 


matter can be investigated by the 
proper authorities.’ 

Raphael Joseph's case bears 
comparison with the death in March, 
of a black teenager, Nicky Bramble, 
in Notting Hill. Sramble was riding 
a friend's motorbike, and died alter 
apparently crashing into a lamp post. 


The tnquest returned a verdict of 
accidental death. 

The inquest heard how two 
policemen in a van saw Bramble 
tiding the bike ‘erratically’ late one 
evening, without a working brake 
light, and concluded it was stolen. 
They radioed in the details, followed 
him, and were joined by a constable 
rn an unmarked car. Five other 
police vehicles = an unmarked car, a 
dog van, two police buses and an 
area car, also joined in. Moments 
later, Bramble was said to have 
collided with the lamp post, and 
later died from multiple injuries. 

The coroner, Dr Paul Knapman, 
told the inquest: ‘No one was 
directly following Mr Bramble in a 
conventional chase = but this 
evidence is only from the officers.’ 
However, witnesses who were not at 
the inquest are convinced there was 
a chase, and that Bramble died as a 
direce result. 

Bramble’s death sparked 
considerable anger locally. A 
200-strong group of black and white 
youngsters marched on Harrow 
Road police station, where several 
were arrested in a disturbance which 
followed. Local councillor ten 
Bousquet, who represented the 
Bramble family at the inquest, 
contends that ‘the only way Nicky 
could have gone off the road at that 
juncture ts if he was shoved off by 
another vehicle.’ Bousquet ts 
convinced ‘he did not have anything 
other than a police car in front of 
him.’ And he says witnesses: saw an 
uninarked police vehicle at that spon 
at that time. 
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Further anger has been caused by 
the recent death of a 22 year-old 
black man, Jamic Stewart. Stewart 
was arrested for a suspected driving 
document offence in the carly hours 
of July 1, taken to Holloway palice 
station = and never pot out alive, It 
is thought 3 struggle took place 

Immediately alter the death, the 
police issued a statement, ‘in the 
interest of calming rumours in the 
community, that ‘minor injuries 
were found on Mr Stewart, and an 
early analysis examination reveals a 
concentration of cocaine in his 
stomach.” The statcment, however, 
only served to cause further outrage, 
and the Istington police/community 
consultative group has asked the 
police not to make statements which 
might prejudice the outcome of the 
inquest which is due to go before a 
jury in October. The police claim 
the coroner instructed them to 
release their statement, A Police 
Complaints Authority investigation is 
underway. 

Ease week a further case of alleged 
police ‘overkill’ hit the headlines in 
south London. Southwark 
councillors are calling for an inquiry 
into an incident in which a 20 
year-old Nigertan student, Michael 
Adewust, brake his arm in two 
places after the flat where he was 
staying was broken into by police 
olficers, 

The council says four plain 
clothed officers broke down the 
door of the (Mat in Stanbury Read, 
Peckham, at 6am on Friday August 
4, They altege that the officers were 
looking for another man - a white 
occupant = refused ta show Adewusi 
their search warrant, and that his 
arm was broken when they forcibly 


held him, 


Peckham police have taken the 
teal steps ul isvaing a dengahy 
statement describing Adewusi's 
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arrest. It says the officers went to 
the flat at 7.20am, ‘gained cntry’, 
and showed Adewusi their identity 
cards and search warrant. Later, tay 


the police, Adewusi "became agitated’ 


and pushed an officer. They arrested 
him, suspecting him of being an 
illegal immigrant. Adewusi, the 
police claim, tricd to bite an officer, 
and hit another in the groin. ‘A 
violent struggle ensued and all three 
men fell to the floor’ Adewust had 
broken his arm, an ambulance was 
called, and he was taken to Kinp’s 
College Hospital, 

Later, Adewusi was interviewed 
by an immigration officer and 


detained — on [mmigration’s orders - 


at Peckham police station. He was 
released on Saturday night — again at 
Immigration’s request. The police 
claim Adewusi never complained 
about his treatment. 

Chief Superintendent Kevin 
Delaney, in charge of Peckham 
division, told City Limes: ‘Quite 
obviously we regret these things 
very much indeed, [t was an 
accidental break.” Delaney says he 
and the officers are ‘as anxious as 
anyone else to have an investigation. 
The officers want an investigation to 
clear their name. 1 want one, to see 
what happened, but so far Mr 
Adewust has quite properly, but 
unfortunately, detided he will nor 
give that co-operation. We would 
like to interview him. If he makes a 
complaint it will be investipated at a 
very high level by officers not at 
Peckham. If he docsn't, there will be 
an internal investigation = again, not 
by officers at Peckham.’ 

Vive black Southwark councillors, 
meanwhile, have issued a statement 
describing Adewusi’s treatment as 
‘another example of a long line of 
incidents scale police brutahty 
aod barassment of black people in 
this borough,” Adewasi is naw 
considering suing the officers. 
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Claims of brutality follow high-speed pursuit drama 
‘Car chase cops beat 
bef]/ | meup’ 


A STOKE Newington man claims he 


was so badly beaten by police offi- Police chief 


cers he had to be rushed to hospital 7 
as there were fears for his life. i 5 b k “yf 
Raphael Joseph, 50, was admitted to =| 110s aC al 
pore with ria bruises chia ¢ 9 
to be fed by a drip after he was injured in = 
a police chase through Stoke Newingicn. C OV CL up 
Ne beh ab stan monitoring Brep called ° 
for an independent inquiry into the allegations, 1] ; 
which fave bec auongly denied by police. a CL ati ONS 
The Hackney Community Defence Associa- 
tion believes police have conspired to hide 
the truth about the incident — 
and they have called for the 
resignation of Chief Supt Pe- 
ter Twist, who is in charge of them not to hit him. 
Dalston station. r A “Police officers jumped ¢ 
Chief Supt Twist refuted dismounting, beaten up, hand- him. He was handcuffed a1 
any sugecstion of a “cover- cuffed and beaten up again in = thrown into the back of a p 
up" and described the call for & police van. lice van where he was assau 
him to resign as “outrsg- The incident happened on ted again by several polis 
eour,” ° Thursday, July 20, atthe jnc- officers. 
He said the police version _ tion of Stamford Hill and Cra- “By this time he was suffe 
of events was that Mr Joseph ver: Park Road. But it was ing very badly as a result 


was ordered to slop afterdnv- only this week that Mr Jo- the assault. Police realise 
ing his motorbike the wrong seph decided to make hisalle- this and tock him to the Lo 









crash helmet and saw sever 
police officers’ coming i 
ward: him. He pleaded wi 


way down a one-way street. gations public. don Hospital where he w 
He failed to do so and was in- At a press conference on = admilted straight away.” 

volved in a high-speed chase Tuesday an emotional Mr Jo- Chicf Supt Twist, confirr 
through Stoke Newington  seph burst into icars as his so- ing that official lair 


which ended when he lost _ licitor, Raju Bhat, told how had been made, said: “On 
control of his machine after his client had been driving the extent of Mr Joseph's i 


locking overt his shoulder. home on his motorbike in the juries is known then a cor 
Overturned carly hours of the moming laint will be referred to t! 


after helping a friend in abak- ~ Police Complaints Authori 





f 


A panda car overtumed ery. in order that they can supe 
while trying to avoid Mr Jo- “He went the wrong way vise an investigation. 


cS ieph and a second car hit his down a one-way street,” said Dism d 
b Raphaci Joseph pictured, he alleges, in hospital afler police beat him up. asm piderless bike, said Chief Mr Bhatt. “Just then he saw a apa chee 
ar Twist. police car. Raphael panicked “[ am dismayed that it h 
fr Joseph tried to run off and the police car chased him taken three weeks befo 
but was captured, tried tocs- and was joined by several these matters were brought 
cape and was handcuffed and —_ others. my attention end I am in t 
BS into a police van where “Raphael soon realised that sition to have them inve: 


¢ devel “breathing diffi- jt was best for him to stop. igated by the proper sutho 

culties,” he added. He was He was dismounting from his ties," 

then rushed to the London bike and saw a police vehicle Mr Joseph has not yet be 

Hospital. coming towards him. It hit charged, but it is understo. 
But Mr Joseph, from Ky- the bike. several road traffic offenc 

verdale Road, alleges he was “He got up, took off his may be oulstanding. 
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WHEN it comes to tales of 
cops and robbers, Mark Glin- 
wood knows it all. For the 
ast theee-and-a-half years 
e's been in charge of collect- 
ing information on every sin- 
gic arrest in Stoke Newington 
and Dalsion. . . and that adds 
up to # lot of banged ~up crirtli- 
nals, 
Now he’s leaving Dalston 
lice station, but not the 
orce — he’s moving onwards 
and upwards to Scotland 
Yard, Two days before he 
transferred he was rewarded 
for his dedication with a spe- 
cial commendation. 
Chief Superintendent Peter 
Twist said: “The crime sup- 
port group he headed is one 





Seotland Yard 


of the most effective in the 
whole of London, and this 
was entirely duc to Mark's 
leadership and the loyalty he 
won from his f 

“These commendations 
have only just been inuro- 
duced, and he is the first per- 
son Lat our ae to reccive 
one. It is especially wor- 
thy since te is a cere of 
the civil staff rather than a po- 
lice officer.” 
@ Pictured left: Chief Super- 
intendent Peter Twist pre- 
sents Mark Glinwood with 
his commendation, watched 


Annelis Twydell, Be 
Cor and Sheila Ince fod 


the crime support group. 





_AS reports of minor efltries fall by 25 per cent: 


Police urge the public: 





‘Don’t be indifferent’ 


POLICE fear victims of crime 
have given up hope of them 
catching bag snatchers, muggers 
and small-time burglars. 

The police are worried small crimes 
are not being reported becaute the public 
think they'll ignore them under a new 
“screening” system. 

Jn the first six months of this year the 
number of small crimes reported has 
plunged by up to 25 per cent. 

And police think the alarming dip is 
due to the new system, introduced in 
April last year, which means only major 
crimes are investigated. 

Head of Dalston police’s crime desk 
Det Sgt Alan Marable said: “People 
should not give up hope. They should 





Police supremo Moves Up _ 


HACKNEY will get new police su- 
remo at the end of the month when 
eputy Assistant Commissioner 

Wyn Jones moves to a top job at 

Scotland Yard. 

DAC Jones, who has been in 
charge of East London’s police for 
the past four years, has been promo- 
ted to Assistant Commisloner in 
charge of the Met's personnel and 
training department. 
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report crimes no matter what they are. 

“Although each crime in itself may 
not be looked at in detail, they are all 
looked at together. We put more officers 
in a particular arca if the crime rate is 
high there. 

“IF people don’t report things in the 
first place, we will start getting a false 
picture of where the crime is.” 

Some robbers and burglars who have 
been caught by police have admitted to 
crimes which have not been reported, he 
added. e 

The system, now operating all over 
London, means up io 70 per cent of 
crimes are “screened oul” and not 
probed by detectives. 

The other 30 to 40 per cent are 
“sercened in” and looked at in detail 


because witnesses and exira evidence 
mean detectives have more chance of sol- 
ving them. 

Under the system all gun hold-ups, 
sex offences, conmen cases, scrious at- 
tacks, car hijacks and political attacks 
are investigated fully. 

New figures for Hackney show robber- 
iex have plunged from 1,126 in the first 
six months in 1988 to 824 in the same 
period this ycar. 

For the same period the number of sto- 
len cars have d d from 3,703 to 


3,120 and burglaries have di from 
2,888 to 2,673. > 

Supt Roy Clark, of Dalston police, 
= with Det Sgt Marable. He said: 
“We are very concemed that people are 


failing to report crime.’ 





_ Stable of Bedfordshire. 





It Is the third highest rank in the 
Metropolitan Police behind Deputy 
Commisoner and the Commisioner. 


The announcement was made by 
Home Office Minister Douglas Hurd 
on Wednesday. 


Replacing bim as Hackney and 
East London’s new top cop will be 
Mike Taylor, the Deputy Chief Con- 
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‘Policemen beat 
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Raphael Joseph holding a photograph of himself in 
hospital after he was allegetily beaten up by police 


A 50-year-old Sephardi Jew 
who claims he was the victim of 
police brutality, intends to sue 
for damages. 

Raphael Joseph, who was 
born in Aden and attends the 
Persian Hebrew congregation 
it Stamford Hill, spent three 
days in hospital, suffering from 
severe head, facial and bodily 
injuries. 

He claims he was chased by 
about six police cars after driving 
his motorbike in the wrong 
direction down a one-way strect 
in Stoke Newington. 

At a press conference on 
Tuesday, his solicitor, Raju 
Bhatt, said Mr Joseph was 
Jumped on by seeeral: police 
officers, beaten and thrown head- 
first into a van where he was 
again assaulted. 

Mr Joseph broke down during 
the press conference and was 


Jens 
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visibly distressed. He is being 
supported in his fight by the 
Hackney Community Defence 
Association. 

The defence association secre- 
tary, Graham Smith, said the 
association was demanding the 
resignation of Chief Superin- 
tendent Peter Twist, officer in 
charge of Dalston and Stoke 
Newington police. 

[ft was also calling for an 
independent judicial inquiry into 
the incident. 

“Raphael has suffered horrific 
injuries from unnecessary and 
unjustified police brutality,” said 
Mr Bhatt. 

Chief Superintendent Twist 
said: “I deny that my officers 
have attacked anybody until 
proved otherwise.” 

He stressed that the matter 
would be investigated by the 
Police Complaints Authority. 


CHRONICLE 
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Pc thrown through window 


A POLICEMAN needed five stitches in a gash In his 
right arm when he was thrown through a breken win- 
dow while arresting a suspect on Sunday morning. 

Pe Jan Withy and Pc Kevin Fitzgerald arrived at 
Green Lanes, 50 yards south of Manor House Tube 
station, after a man was spotted breaking Into a car 
at 3am. 

Pc Withy was picked up and thrown through the 
window. He was taken to Homerton Hospital for treat- 
ment, but not detained. 

A man was due to appear at Highbury Court this 
week on three charges, Including assaulting a police 
officer. 


HG 6l t 8F 


56 


YOUNG RACISTS HARASS ASIAN SHOPKEEPERS 





terror 


ASIAN shopkeepers are living in fear of young racists running a reign of 


terror in Hoxton. 

But they refuse to shut up shop and ac- 
cuse police of ignoring their pleas and 
doing nothing to stop their hell. 

keepers in and around Hoazton 
Street and Pitfield Strect have been the 
victims of brutal attacks during the last 
six months. 

They claim they are also taunted and 
harassed constan y. and are now send- 
ing a petition of 37 shopkeepers’ names 
to local MP Brian Sedgemore. 

One shopkeeper, who is afraid to be 
named in fear of reprisals, said: “We've 
pect leslie! oe called names since the 

ay we ree years ago. 

“We've had eneugh: but the police 
just don't want to know. We've invested 
a jot of time and money in businesses 
around here — we're not just going to 
move out!" 

Her husband almost lost an cye when 


HC, 


by MARTIN TALBOT 


a gang of youths attacked him as they 
were closing up shop one Saturday, she 
said. 

Ex 





ents at Moorficlds Eye Hospital 
told him he had almost been blinded 
when one of the thugs punched him re- 
peatedly in the head and face, she said. 

It is just one of many attacks on re 
keepers which have been reported to the 

lice and Hackney Council For Racial 
Equality (CRE), she added. The others in- 

c: 


@ A grocery shop owner who was hurt 
when youths dropped the store shutters 
onto her hands. 

@ An Indian takeaway had ils windows 
smashed and the owner's car was at- 
tacked. 
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@ The owner of an electrical shop who 
was injured by youngsters who threw a 
radio at her alter ying to steal it. 

Hackney CRE's Jo Newman said: 
“We are investigating these complaints 
and are now monitoring the situation. 
But we would like to hear from other 
shopkeepers who have been victims of at- 
tacks in the area.” 

Supt Hynes, of City Road police sta- 
tion, said: “I am very disappointed that 
some shopkeepers don't think we are tak- 
ing the situation seriously. 

“We have been to every shop in the 
area, had # public mecting with the local 
shopkeepers and have also put extra offi- 
cers on the beat.” 

Anyone who is a victim of harassment 
in the area should call City Road police, 
he added, and their complaint would be 
dealt with. 


a 





Demonstrators demand thé release of 39 Bangladeshis wi 
DEMONSTRATORS waving ao —~ i — — | 7 
ners and c anting anti-po Ice SiOFaNs 


picketed a magistrates court on Tues- 

day demanding the rélease of 39 

Bangladeshis arrested when violence , 

erupted outside Bethnal Green police 

station in July. = 


The 39 were arrested, mainly for alleged 
public order offences, aficr a dearest alien 
about the way police are dealing with recent at- 
legedly racially-motivated murders and at- 
tacks in the Spitalficlds area culminating in 
the killing of Esmoth Ali and the near fatal 
stabbing of his brother, Waris. 

The demonstration outside Thames Magi- 
strates Court in Arbour Square, Stepney, was 
organised by the Committee for Bangladeshis’ 
Rights in the UK, who have written to Home 
Sceretary Douglas Hurd asking for all charges 
to be dropped. 

Chairperson Muhammad Haque told the 
Gazcue: “I have been told by the police com- 


missioner that they are going to take 
the severest possible action against 
these people and make no concession 
for the fact that they are young. 

“They {the police) are making no 
distinction between anti-racist demon- 
strations and racist murders.” 

The call for the Bangladeshis’ z- 
lease was supporicd by Tower Ham- fv" 
lets Labour group, whose leader, Cllr UT 
Phil Maxwell, said: “We have com- 
plete support for the demonstration 
and we stil! demand that all charges 
should be dropped and that there is an 
independent inquiry into policing in 
Tower Hamlets. 

The Committee for Bangladeshi 
Rights in the UK is compiling a de- 
tailed report on all racial attacks and 
the Jevel of police reponse in the East 
End during the period just before Es- 
moth Ali's monde? 

The report, due out in November, 
will be the first of its kind ever to be 
commissioned and compiled by the 
community itself and will be circula- 
ted to all civil rights groups in the UK 
and Europe. “ae | 

The 39 people arrested were reman- —_ 


ded on bail until January. ® Young demonstrators leave lessons to protest outside Thames Magistrates Court. 


















‘Stop crime’ shop set up 


, POLICE have set u shop to hel i 
P and personal security. 

, People beat the burg ar, organising a cre will be a chance to chat to re- 
ey oameen cnme prevention exhibition resentatives from the local Neigh- 
at 43 Newington Green, Ae uthood Watch and Victim Support 

Officers from Highbury station will = Schemes, az well as reemtitment exhi- 
demonstrate ali the different locks and bitions by both the Specials and the 
alarms available, both for the home _ full-time forces. 
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KNISC IT 
number 
of race 
attacks 


;SHE number of racial 
attacks reporied to 
Hackney police has rl- J 
su, the consulialive Ee 
group were told, . 

There were 74 racial In- 
eldents reported In the § 

' fiest nine months of 
this year, compared lo 
43 for the whole of ast 
year. 

Bul Supt Dave Dug- 
more, head of the po- 
fice youth and 
communbiy aection, 
sald phe rise of 32 on 
the total for last year 
didn't necessarily 
mean there bad been a 
vast Increase In the 


I aaa 
“It means the publle ls 
| more resdy to report 
this type of crime to 
+ the pofice than ft hea § 
' in the past,” he sald. 


Confidence 


“Jt shows the public has 
more confidence (0 re- 
port incidents and a 
commitment by pollce 
to Investigate them.” 

There was an increased 
number of arresis, up 
from four lest year to 
19 so Far In 1989, 

The Asian community | 
suffered the highest 
number of attacks, 
with 49 reported incl- 
denis, while there 
were 35 reported inci- 
dents from the Afro- 
Carlbbean = comrmeun- 


There were a tctal of 
100 vicilms and a total 
of (72 suspects. A 
breakdown shows thal 
129 of the suspects 
were Caucasian, and 
3 Afro-Caribbean. 


ri age = 

> re 1 
BL 
i 1 


ibsba: ay 

Gary Stretch case: 
seven officers 
still suspended 


AN te on imernal disciplina ings ugainet s¢- 
cadia eke bea 


och cemen alleged to beaten up Hoxton 
mar, Gary Sich, in & seers pub was given to the po- 
lice consultative group. 


The constables from City Road police station remain sus- 
pended from duty after the Crown Prosecution Service deci- 
ded there waa insufficient evidence for them to rand trial 
on criminal charges. 

Chie! Supt Niall Mulvihill, the officer in charge at Cit 
Road, told the meeting he had seen all the officers personal: 
ly and papers had been served on them. 

“I'm hopeful that the disciplinary tribunal will be set up 
soon, but it is entirely out of my hands,” he said. ; 

“li is dependent on the availability of ttaff such as barns- 
ters and legal represcniatives, and the availability of afl wit- 
nesses." 


DETAILS of the fatest p 





cline figuras and the told 6 


¥ 


Py as. : I 4 
| tke es a eg : ee 4 


ss a a 


gk ed \ pes! go 


u P| if 
f 5 . AL 5 i a ag 
| a ee a el, ed fee ret ele 


© The sex-for-sale trade: police plan a crackdown. 





Police winning 
the war against 


UgelsMeolamatsMeleleolelel abe: 


last Week’s Meeting of Hacknéy Police Community Cot 





prostitution problert were revealed at 


sultative Graup, Held at — 
DEVE Colab-M otolepeo Zele] MO relia Oe cliliieMe Olle citecemelcaltttsts included He latest 


thé Horie beat bobby. Russ Lawrence reports. 


We'll drive 





them off 
the streets! 


POLICE are to launch a crack- 
down on the long-standing 
prostitution lem in Hack- 
ney’s red light districts. 
haming letlers are to be sent out by 
e190 molorists warning them they 
ace prosecution as part of a ncw dave 
to rid the streets of vice girls and kesb- 
crawlers, the police consultative group 
were told. 

Motorists seen driving slowly and 
approaching women will have their re: 
gisttration sumbers taken under: 
cover surveillance officers. 1 will 
be checked with the national vehicle 1i- 
censing centre's computer al Swansea 
to reveal theie home addrese. 

The fear that wives or girlfriends 
could unexpectedly open the leticrs is 
ay asa major deterrent to kerb-craw- 
ers. 

Senkw police officers refuted to c2- 
pend on the details of the new initia- 
live, which will concenisale on the 
netoriou: Ambursit Park red Light dis- 


Kerb-crawlers the 
targets in bid 
to clean up 
red light district 


trict of Stamford Mill. 

But wt will include increasing the 
number uf vice squad officers in a joini 
operation timed to coincide with a timi- 
lar crackdown on the red light disind 
aa King’s Cross. 

The plan was revealed following a 
deputation of women residents from Jo- 

Coun, Amburst Park. 
complained that their council 
black 


* : poets Aetleg nia a Ae oe 
ilwes having sex wi jennie 

in ns. and corridars. 
And they said local women, includ- 
ing yourrg mothers with small children, 


were conslanty pestered by kerb-crawl- 
ing motorists tooking for prostitutcs. 


Two resignations 


TWOlo 
bers of 


serving tacm- 

the consuliative 

snnovnced they 
were resigning at the 
meeting. 

Arthur White, a foun- 
der tuember and repre- 
sentative of the Boscabel 
House Tenanis” Associa. 
(lon, said In a fetter that 
he was pnable to contl- 
nee serving because of 


bealth. 
And Eddie McGiaty, 


of the Hackney anid 
Tower Mamileia Cham- 
ber of Commerce, sald 
he was belng forced to 
resign because of busl- 
ness commiiments. 
@ Metropolitan. Police 
Commissioner, Slr Peicr 
ir aecteed On othe 
e Invita- 
don of the consuliative 
group to altend lis an- 
neal mecting next 
proniht. 





Worries over 
station cells 


in ‘term 
ic watchdog panct i of unpaid volun- 
unannounced 10 itrpect them 
the Home O(Tice’s Lay Visht- 


arc ing several 
ans ere wholly 


c 
teers who visit police cells 


prisoners facing 
deys and up to a week in cells where i 
aie,” sald consuliative grout chairperson, Retiy 


Bhoenfi 
“We are making representations to the [ame Office ex. 
oer qmcnm a the Lip, 


and talk to detainees a0 part af 
Scherne. 


Piety TTD Pare cheerape end arrows 


HACKNEY'S police arc solving 
more crimes than ever before, ac- 
cording to the fatest figures. 

The borough with the highest crime rte 
in east London has the bes clear-up ratc of 
any in thit part of the capital, Jlackney*s 
pence Community Consulustive Group was 


crime — official 


Statistics for the fleet eight months of 
this year show crime cicat-up rates have im- 
proved, and more offenders are being arres- 
ied, compared to the corretponding period 
Last ; 
Tlackney‘’s top crime-buster, Chief Supt 
Niall Mulvihill, said the figures were en: 
courtging and were higher the Meiro- 

itan Police lores average. 

“1 don't like placing too much emphasis 
ont slatittics, but they scem 10 be the best 
gauge of performance for the public,” he 


“The figures have consistently improved 
over the past couple of yeart and ir 
a toom for rapleiees nae sldined, 

reat worryin , he eaple 
wes the cine in the umber of violent 
crimes. 

Shorts were oe dard 
of viclence agains the perton compared lo 
620 Ist ycar. These included! pub punch- 
ups, ditputca between ncighbours, domes- 
= violence and arguments between motor- 
sit, 

The cleat up rate for tuch offences wat 
over 60 per cent, he sdded, which was e2- 
tremely high. 

Chief Sopt Mulvihill wat alco encour: 
aged by the figures for street robberies end 
thelt from the person, which were on & 
downward spiral with a overall 15.8 per 
cent drop in the sumbes of offences. 

The number of burglarics was also 
down, from 4,043 last year to 3,025, with 
of. tr 7 


HG, 





Ilow the police plan to clamp down 
on the sea:dor-sale trade will be an: 
nounced at 4 special prese conference 
to be held when Dalsion’s top cop, 
Chief Supt ‘Peter Twist, returma from 


holiday. 

Rut his deputy, Supt Roy Clarke, in- 
dicated that succesa{ul measures used 
to tackle the fem in other red light 
districts in Birmingham and Surcatham, 
South Londen, would be ed, 

“T's an catremely difficult peoblem 
to deal with heen dna down 
in one area you aimply displace : 
enh elsewhere.” he tad : _ 

“Insies just arreau e : 
ules we aim a0 rop thew clients by 
sending letiers direct to their homes 
waming them face prosecution.” 

The number of prosiiiues anced 
in the vicinity of Ambhursi Park rose 
from 304 in 1988 to 482 for the first 
eight months of thia year, it waa rmc- 
vealed at the mecting, while 31 kerb- 
crawlers had been arrested there this 
year compared to 138 last year. 


The heroes 
of the busy 
home beat 


STOKE Newington’s home beat officers were 
halted as heroes for thelr remarkable record on 
tracking down missing people after the role of 
the busy bobbles was explained to the ea 

The tribute came In response to crlilelsm from Hack- 
ncy’s Tory opposition Icader, Joe Lobenstcin, who had 
asked at the last consultative group mecting for work 
shects of home bead officers fo be made araliahle. 











Mulvihill. 


“Neighbourhood Watch schones have 
hed a tignificant effect on this type of 
crime,” added Chief Supt Mulvihill. 

He was less encoursged by the low clear- 
up rater and arresis for ry and motor 


crime. 

Police had been successful in combatting 
guch opportunist crimes in the past by 
forming special s and lzumching rob- 
ward A initiatives, he said. “But it has to be a 
tade-off because If we targel sircet robbery 
wc sical displace i elsewhere in the bor- 
ough ot find thote responsible tum to 
beglary of same other type of crime. 

“li meana senior officers have to doa jug- 
gling act and be o ‘Jack of oll trades" 


Cautious opilatem: Chief Supt Nistt 


He sald he hadn't scen a policeman patrolling his nelgh- 
bower hood for months ae 

Spt Bob Drew, the supervising officer at Sloke Newlng- 
ion, gave a talk about the role of home beat officers. 

He sald confusion and misunderstanding had arisen In 
Hackney over what their responsibilliics were. 

Sot Drew explained that round-the-clock policing was 
provided by uniformed constabics known as shifl off- 
cers, who patrolled on foot and in cars. 

These were distinct from home beat officers who 
worked an eight-hour, five-day week palrotilng their 

articular patch. 

“Home heat heliccnen are chosen from experienced offl- 
cers," he sald. “They are expected fo get ta know 
people in the community and are alfowed to take long: 
er when investigating a mater or crime lo give what 
we like to think of as a personal o¢ Individual service.” 


Time-consuming 


He sald pairoliing the bcal wasa't the officers’ only fune- 
tion. They spent much of thelr time En the office deal- 
ing wb paperwork and the many other duiles they 
had to perform. 

Agiang these was tracking down the 500 people, both 
aduita and children, who ga missing cach ycar In the 
area covered by Stoke Newington and Dalston police 
stations. 

“This, of course, Is extremely Ume-consuming, bul a 


son ag part of our work. 

“and we have never yet failed to find every person whe 
hap been reported missing,” he added. 

Green Party representative, David Flizpatrick, sald it 
was a record that (he home beat office should be con- 
gratulated on, 

“[ recently read = Salvatlon Army report which esilma- 
ted 18,000 people go missing in Britain cach year and 
that they are never found, so the success of the home 


planning divistanal objectives,” he added: . 1.4 | heat officers definitely merits praise,” he arited.  * 
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A HACKNEY pelicewoman 
told an Old Bailey jury how 
she was “shocked rigid” 
when a divisional surgeon 
cupped her breast in his hand 
during a medical examina- 
tion at Hackney police sta- 
ton, 

We Amanda Fudge, 24, said: “T 
told hirh T had no injures at ail but 
he grebbed my breast. 1134 action 
was an invasion of me. That is what 
T would chil it. ] was very shocked. I 
got up and walked out. | wes extre- 


pi dlc 

The court heard that the assault 
left her shaking and crying. “I told 
nother policewoman. | exnildn't be- 


lieve what had ha . U had trou- 
ble talking," she raid. 
Tolice surgeon Dr Bh vs Sin- 


ha, 48, of South Woolford, denies 
indecently assaulting the officer. Ele 
tlaima he was checking for bruis- 


ing. 

A praoner the WPe and another 
olficer ty weary had made a coms 

aint of attaul, yo everyone in- 
sara fad to tec the doctor. 

“jt ia law under the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act =a matter of 
formality = but] had received no in- 
porics at all,” she recallal. 

She remembered that she wat 
wearing only her Hause during the 
cxaminalim ag the weather was hol, 

“Laat down and he took beth my 
hands in his and lumed them 
argund, Ffe then placed his hands on 
my neck and began to prese. Jlis 
hands moved to my onllar bone and 
he began presting using both 
hancds,” she said. 

“The he 1 my right breast 
in his feft hand, fe exerted pressure 
for abit two seconds. I was 
thocked rigid and [ walked cut of 
the rout” 

Counsel pointed out that the other 
officer, who was algu uninjured, did 
not have his body checked for 
bruises 


When questioned, Dr Sinha tole 
detectives: “] just did a nonnal cx- 
amination. ] just examined her for 


WPc claims 
police 
surgeon 
fondled her in 
examination 


injurics.” 

Wie Fudge told the jury that rhe 
should have slapped the doctor's 
face after he “groped” her. 

“Jt was a grope. It was sexual mi: 
ther than accidental. There was no 
reason for him to touch me the 
especially az 1 had no injuries. [ to 
hin that three or four times.” 

Giving evidence Dr Sinha said: 
“T've been a police surgeon for 10 
years. Nothing like this has ever hap- 
pened before. 

He told the coun he was 
“shocked an rine : ida an in: 
specior at Ilac ice station 
called hirn into his room and put the 
allegation to him. 

Dr Sinha deniez committing the 
offence, alleged to have occurred on 
June 26 lal year. 


Assaulted 

fle described to the ecurt how he 
war asked to czaminc a pritemcr 
and two officer alter the prisoncs 
complained of betng ariautted. 

“| checked her oat to eens 
any injury to the ribs. [ pat my right 
hand He the front of her chat arn! 
one to the hack of the spine and 
then applied the compression — cx- 
actly aa [had done on the other offi- 
cer. 






“There wat no reaction al all and 
she did ned say anything,” he told 
the cour. 

Mr John Rogers, QC, defending, 
said: "The officer hes suggested you 

her breast, Es that so?" 

“No. I did not cup her breast,” 
said the defendant. 
® The trial continues. 
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GETTING booked takes 
in a Bhole new meaning 
al a police sailon where 
the charge-roum bas been 
inroed inte a makeshift I. 
brary 30 suspecis can 
while away the hours by 
having a pom ald read, 
Coppers at Clty Road 
nick hase been asked to 
alt throwgh ikelr old 
bouks and magazines and 
ee them [nig the sia- 
cn. 


_the book | 





Police 
bring in 
reading 
material 


And, maybe, the book- got something io do,"* 


worms Will eves ture over 
anew cof! 


And what books are on 
offer? *4Well, we certainly 


Superintendent David haven’t censored them! 
Hines, wha Issued the zald Supt Hines, 


“houk them” order and 


A glance st the reading 


sentenced his meniorum: (Ist reveals no saucy sure 


maging round for reading prises — with two 


material, sald: 


king r 
“This ls something new the min 


we are trying ai Clit 


tlie of place In 
brary. 
Appropriately, alto on 


Road and is part of our ef: offer are detective novels 
furts to make Ufe more as well as a blopraphy of 


bearable for 


people Walt Disney and the Dally 


who've been arresied and Mirror (Hd Codgers’ Lit. 


toay have to be kepi in far tle Iiack Book, 


Voctor denies indecent 
assault on policewoman 


Cops turn 
on the 
charm 


HACKNEY’S police are being sent to charm school to learn how to be more 
polite and compassionate when dealing with the public, 

They arc being encouraged by Hackney's top cop, Chief Supt Niatt Mulvi- 
hill, to altend the special sessions aimed at improving the service they pro- 


vide as part of the Plus Programine launched by the Metropolitan Police. 
And he has even come 





ea ne ete Courtesy and 
Ly a merecceeniaed lo 
Hockney and civilian 


compassion’ is 
Hackney’s motto 


vited and thit it likely to 
affeed all of us for the remain- 
der of vur servic,” 

Chicf Supt Mulvihill told 
the Garetic: “I am satisfied 
that the public of the Jlack- 
ney divine covered by Tack: 
ney and City Road police 
have been contiitently provi: 


Have-a-go 
Peter wins 
police praise 


HAVE-A-GO hero Peter Grorge ¥ 
mt a special pat on fie back from 
Batston's lop cop this week = for 
helping catch a burglar. 
icf Supa Peter Twist, of Dal- 
ston Police, handed him a letter of 
thanks for tackling a man raiding 
the Afro-Caribbean Centre below 
the hero's Mat in Seven Sisters 
Road, Manor House. ’ 

Peter, 19, took his fife in his 
hands after heacing two burglars in 
the centre late one night in fecedis 
ber Javt year. 

He confronted the men, one of 
whom wat armed with a screwed 
ver. The unstmed man fan out, fo 
Peter grabbed the other one. 

Me everpowered the raider end | 
locked him in s room. The man 
jumped out of a window but still Te- 
tet Sic "L give up, climbing through 
after him and giving chase. 

“[ never thought about the dan- 


sll, he sayt: "The motto on 
this division ls ‘courtesy and 
compatiion’. We are all obli- 
gated to show a proper level 
of courtesy and compassion 
to every member of the pub: 
lic who comes in contact with 
the police, and alto to each 
other 


“There ia no intention that 
this fore: initiative will be in- 
volved in any way with gim- 
mickr, Rathee {1 is intended 
thai the whole cihos of the 
Metropolitan Police be re: 





ded with a compstiionate 
bervice from the police. 

“Ft the Phis Programme 
wat launched after the Com- 
missimer, Sit Peter Imben, 
drew atiention ta the fact Usa 
we must supply the public 
with the very top level of ser- 
vice we can all the time.” 





ger, although he had the screwdri- ike , Fe | 

ver,” said Peter, whose dad is brook Crown Court in July. 

director of the centre. 7 
"The raider escaped but was later fed the investigation to arrest the (er war very brave. I jurt with there 
arrested and charged Tee Mr burglar, said: “We would never were more people like him 


caded have caught this man if it hadn't 


George's identification, Ie 
been for 


guilty and was convicted a Snares ter's identification,” 


seeHtanine for a long 


“It can be ve 


“We've already had 
People telling ws haw 
boring daihibe ihey are for the 


Police launch phone line 


and depressing for them books,” added Supt 
and, at least, now they’ve Hines, 
e 
In drugs crackdown 
A NEW 24-hour Drips Hot- three people have been arrested in divisional iniuative on drugs.” wants help for a drug habit of can 
line has been launc by po- poresiion of the cocaine -hased Supt Clarke said: “There are tip-off 
lice in their bid to clear drug during the last month, a fot of drugs in the borough and in “If people have anything they 


Hackney of its deadty dmg 


menace. 
It also marks the beginning of o 
re clamp-down on the high! ad. 
ve superdrug “erack” 4 has 
started to spill onto the strecis of 


Police revealed this week that 


HC 


are the first red cases 
in Hackney of “crack” = the drug 
which haa already left a trai] of deva- 
slaticn through the USA's inner city 


Chief Supt Peer Twist, of Dal: 
tton Paice confirmed there had 
been three cases of “ersck", Ile ad- 
ded; “The hotline is part of a 


29-99-99 


Ircent weeks some very small 
amounts of ‘crack’ have been found 
on some eam ee 

“Even before anyone was strested 
with the drug, commen sense told us 
that it was already here.” 

The hesd Dalston's drugs 
squad, Oca Insp Roger Williams, 
taid the line is open to enyone who 


want ta discus: with us, whether in 
confidence or anonymourly, they 
can call vs," he eaplained. 

“Or if someone has # drug pre- 
bem and wante some. advice they 
cart call us and we'll be able 10 help 
them or put ther in touch with some: 

who can.” 


one 
The number is 488 7164. 


INew potice cniel 


HACKNEY’S new top cop is tough Scot Michacl Taylor. Ile 
takes over as deputy assisiant commissioner in charge of polt- 


cing East London. 


The former deputy chief constable of Bedfordshire, he replaces 
Wyn Jones, who has been promoted to assistant commissio- 
ner of personnel and training at Scotland Yard. 

The appointment means a retum to the Met for Mr Taylor, aged 
47, who joined the service in 1960 rising to the rank of com- 
mander in 1981 when he Seft the Central Robbery Squad to 
work in the Complaints Investigation Department. 

Prior to joining Bedfordshire Police in 1986, he spent two 
years al the police staff college at Bramshill where he was 
head of the department of police operations and assistant dir- 
ector of the senior command course. 

He is currently chairman of the National Conference of Police 
Press and Public Retations Officers, a member of the Eur- 
opean Intemational Federation of Senior Police Officers and 
a member of the Mental Health Commission. 


He is marricd with two daughters and his interests include wri- 


* ting, history and riding 


Police doctor cleared of groping WPc 


THERE were claps and checrs at the Old Bailey 
as a police surgeon was cleared of groping a 
young WPc. 

Dr Bhupendra Sinha, 48, had maltntained 
throughout he had just been carrying out a “nor- 
mat examination” — checking for broken ribs 
when he put a hand on the officer's chest. * 

As the Jury of four women and elght men re- 
turned thelr not oy verdict, after two and a 
half hours of deliberation, Sinha took off his glas- 
ses and smiled up at his family In the public pall- 


ery. 

He had denied the charge from the outset. 

As he left court, he said: “My life is in ruins. 
You have seen the terribje publicity this case has 
egencratcd.” 


Blonde WPe Amanda Fudge, now working un- 
der the married name of WPc Walker, hurrled 
tleht-lipped from the court clasping her hus- 
band's hand, 

WPc Fudge, based at Hackney Police Station, 
had told the jury the doctor squeezed her right 
breast with his eft hand for two seconds, 

When asked by his barrister, Mr John Rogers, 
QC, whether he had applied his fingers to the wo- 
man’s breast to pet sexual pleasure, Dr Sinha 
sald: “No. Not at all. I never even touched her 
breast.” 

A sentor police spokesman sald that no action 
will be taken against WPe Fudge. The declsfon to 
Fe ahead with the case was taken by the Crown 

osecution Service. 


Purge on 
prostitutes 


A POLICE crackdown on 
rostitution is showing car- 
y signs of success. 

Residents attending Monday 
night’s mccting of the Fins- 
bury Park Joint Working 
Pany heard that a clamp- 
down on the sex-for-sale 
trade had driven many vice 
girls off the sirect. 

Sat Andrew Delahay, of the 
Finsbury Pack vice unit 
based at Highbury Vale po- 
lice station, told the mect- 
ing that fewer prostitutcs 
have been working in the 
area since police launched a 
new initiative to tackle the 
problem. 

Both Highbury and Stoke 
Newington have increased 
vice squad officers in a 
joint operation timed to 
coincide with a similar 
crackdown in the King’s 
Cross red light district. 

“Usually, when there is 2 
crackdown it displaces the 
problem clsewhere, but 
there has been no influx of 
new prostitutes working the 
notorious Ambhurst Park 
area of Stamford Hill," ad- 
ded Set Delahay. 

Chief Inspector David Scott, 
at Dalston police slation, 
said Stoke Newington was 
sulf to launch its full-scale 
clampdown which involves 
sending out shaming Ictters 
to kerb crawlers. 

“Many prostitutcs tn the Fins- 
bury Park arca are also stay- 
ing off the strects aficr a + 
woman was found mur- 
dered in a churchyard in 
Queen's Drive,” he added. 
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Policeman denies attackin 


A DALSTON policeman 
headbutted a‘prisoner in the 
back of a van and then 
claimed it was the prisoner 
who had assaulted him, an 
Old Bailey jury heard. 

But the court heard special 
constable Jean. Kennedy had 
witnessed the incident and, 
despite keeping quict al the 
ime, reported the matter to 


her superiors two weeks latcr. 

“She is an officer of four 
years’ experience and is stick- 
ing to her story,” said Mr Da- 
vid Spens, prosecuting, 

He told the count Pc Danie] 
Acguah, 23, based at Dalston 
police station, arrested a man 
named Matihew Xavier in 
Northwold Road, Stoke New- 
ington, on August 27 last 


ae 


year. 

Mr Xavier was slopped b 

lice while driving abiack 
‘ord Escort car. In the rear of 
the car the officer saw a pen- 
sion book in a different name 
and Mr Xavier was arrested 
on suspicion of dishonesty, 
said counsel, 

The court heard he was ta- 
ken to the police car and be- 


14 


came violent. A struggle con- 
tinued, which ended with him 
being handcuffed and put in a 

lice van, which Pe Acquah 
fied sent for. 

Spectal constable Kennedy 
calmed Mr Xavier by talking 
to him and then got into the 
front of the van, alongside the 
constable who was driving. 
Pc Acquah got into the back 
with the prisoner and they 
went back to Dalston police 
station. 

"In the course of that jour- 
ney Acquah was stung by an 
insult from Xavier and assaul- 
ted him,” claimed Mr Spens. 

“Special constable Kenne- 
dy tumed to sce what was 
going on and saw Acquah 
headbutting Xavier more than 
once.” 

She was alleged to have 
heard him saying: “Don’t 
ever insplt me. again” and 
heard him demanding an apo- 
logy. 

When they arrived at Dal- 


tO- $F 


© prisoner 


ston police station, the officer 
said she told Pc Acquah: 
“You're mad.” 

The court heard nothin 
more was said. Pc Aenuah 
was cxamined by a police sur- 
gcon and was found to be suf- 
fering « bruise on his 
forchead. 

He claimed he had been as- 
saulted by Mr Xavier and 
filed a report in his incident 
sheet. Mr Xavier was then 
charged with causing actual 
bodily harm, as well as with 
the dishonesty matter, 

But two weeks later, dis- 
turbed by this, the special con- 
stable made a formal 
complaint 

After the investigation, 
charges were dropped against 
Mr Xavier and Pe Acquah 
was charged with assault caus- 
ing actual bodily harm and 
perverting the course of jus- 
tice, Pe Acquah denies both 
charges. : 

@ The trial continues. 


G2 


Cop who lied 





@ Disgraced polic 


eman 
; Pe Acquah, 23, had awaited his fate for , 
Daniel Acquah: refused eight hance while the jury of 10 men and twa 


leave to appeal. 


oa 


luck 


Hved up to Its 


Mirhe-~! 


from now on — police are to send Ictters to 









FRIDAY the sth & Xavier in Nonhwold Road, Stoke Newington, 


tion for 26-year-old on August 27 last year. 


reputa- 


hae ae 









A STOKE Newington policeman has 
been jailed for six months, even 
though he was acquitted of head-but- 
ting a prisoner. 
n Old Bailey jury convicted Pe Daniel Ac- 
bank of lying about the incident — a decision 
escribed by defence counsel as “peverse.” 
Refusing a certificate for immediate leave 


| to appeal, Judge Graham Laughland, QC, 


agreed there was “a potential difficulty" with 
the jury's verdicts. 


women deliberated. 
When they did return they convicted him of 


= perverting the course of justice, but said they 
E kad failed 


1o agree whether he had committed 


the alleged assault leading to that charge. 


Reinforcements 


Mr David § , prosecuting, told the jury 
Pe Aqueh had prened'e man named Matthew 


The prisoner had been violent and Pc Ac- 


‘quah called for reinforcements and a Van. 


They had calmed Mr Xavier down and he 
was handcuffed to Pe Acquah in the back of 
the van en route to Dalston police station. 

Jt was on the journey that Special Constable 
Jean Kennedy, who had four years’ exper- 
ience, said she saw Acquah head-butt Mr Xav- 
ier after the prisoner taunted him with racist 
remarks, 

She said nothing at that stage, and when 
they arrived the police station and Pc Acquah 
was questioned about bleeding to his forchead, 
he filed a report saying Mr Xavier had butted 
him. 


, Allegation 

When Wse Kennedy heard Mr Xavier had 
been charged with assault on police she told 
her superiors. All charges were dropped 
against him and Pc Aquah was charged 


instead with the assault, 

He was also charged with perverting the 
course of justice by making the written allega- 
oa) that Mr Xavier was responsible for the at- 
ta 

In court he pleaded not guilty to both 
charges. 

Giving evidence, he maintained it was Mr 
Xavier who had ariaing him and said he had 
filed s report accordingly. 

Mr Ian Goldswortk . defending, said the 
verdict was unusual and inconsistent, and ques- 
tioned whether the fury could fegaily convict 
Pc Aquah of perverting the course of jake 
when they had not been able to convict him of 
the assault. 


Exceptional 

Pc Aquah was jailed pending his appeal. 

The poreculon said there would be no re- 
trial on the assault charge. 

Sentencing him, the judge said: “A police 
officer who does acts perverting or intending 
to pervert the course of justice must, unless 
there are exceptional circumstances, expect to 
g° to prison. 

“The consequences of your making that re- 
port were that you were li eye be believed 
and that no-one would have believed Xavier, 
and that he would have suffered detriment to 
his liberty, which was unjust.” 


Kerb crawlers get 
letters from police 


KERBCRAWLERS In Hackney’s notorious tassment, especially to a famil @ 
red-light district wilt get more than they Chief Super ntendent Peter Twist, ‘who I 
bargain for when they pick up a prostitute heading the tough new initiative. “But they 


their home address to shame them Into stay- 
Ing away. 

The crackdown comes after years of mis- 
ery for Finsbury Park residents, who com- 
plain they cannot walk the streets alone at 


weet without being harassed by kerbcraw- 
ers. 


From this weck, plaln-clothes and unil- 
formed detectives from the vice squad will 
stop and caution all drivers they find slowly 
roaming the strects looking for business. 
Their name and address will be taken, and 
a letter — clearly marked with the Metropoll- 
tan Pollce crest — sent to them as a warning. 


“If wives and girlfriends pick up these fet- 
ters then clearly this mipht cause embar- 


are causing embarrassment and annoyance 
to local residents, and they have to expect to 
suffer a little themsclves when this letter 
drops on the doormat,” 


Kitty Philips, chair of the Joseph Court 
Tenants’ Assoclation In Amhurst Park, com- 
mented: “The prestitutes have sex with 
clients on the staircases and In the garages. 
We often find used condoms, as well as SjT- 
ingcs and drug rl Use and we're fright- 
encd to let our children out In case they 
pick some of thls stuff up. 


“We totally support the police In what 
they’re doing. Some women residents have 
been stopped nine or 10 times an evenin ; 
and [t's extremely offensive. We virtually 
live under a curfew on the estate,’ 
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No excuse for police 
to do as they like 


CONTRARY to Maurice Owen (letters, October 6), 
I think local politicians — and the rest of us — are 
quite right to question the heavy presence of police 
on the Broadwater Farm Estate recently. 

What is of concem is why the police can find mas- 
sive resources at the drop of a not helmet on some 
occasions, yet claim they lack enough manpower on 
others. Many are also concemed by the selective 
way the police use their powers. Drug dealing and 
drug abuse is not limited to a few estates, but is 
found all over the country at all levels of society. 

A few years ago a Cabinet Minister's daughter 
dicd of a heroin overdose at a wild student party at 
Oxford. Yet we have not seen riot squads storming 
onto the university campuses and invading the halls 
of residence to crack down on drugs. 

Similarly, it is a dead certainty that cocaine and 
other expensive drugs will be available at plenty of 
Yuppy parties this Christmas in the City. Yet will 
the police be invading blocks and strip-searching 
stockbrokers? 

I think the raid on the Broadwater Farm Estate 
had more to do with ‘politics than with cracking 
down on drugs. 5 


Certainly there is a lot of publi 

5 public concem about 
drugs and drug-taking, but this should not be the 
green light for the police to do as they like or the ex- 
cts¢ lo ignore others forms of crime or anti-social 
behaviour. - RICHARD CLARKE, DUNSMURE 


ROAD, STAMFORD HILL. 


HC 





Cell death man’s 
family in new 
inquiry call 


A YOUNG black man who died in a police station 
cell less than an hour after being arrested was bur- 
icd this week amid fresh calls for a public inquiry. 
Family and frends of 22- 

r-old Jamie Stewart, who 
ived on the Stamford Hill Es- 


tate, attended a funcral ser- 
vice at the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church in Hollo- 
way Road on Tuesday. 
r Stewart, 22, died alone 
in a cell in July within an 
A MY bs 1 ts hour of being arrested on sus- 
promp Ss pce of a driving offence in 
Shes g eee lanley Road, Finsbury Park, 
tribute Es Now members of the Jamie 
ie rt ie Stewart Support Committee 
have enlisted the support of 
Islington North MP Jeremy Corbyn to demand that Home Se- 
crctary Douglas Hurd agrees to a public inquiry. 

Mr Corbyn was one of the speakers at a public meeting of 
the Jamie Stewart Campaign in Islington Town Hall last Thurs- 
day night. 

He supported allegations made by members of Mr Stewart's 
family that Holloway police had prejudiced the inquest — to be 
held in January — by releasing the results of the autopsy report 
to the media, 

The police have previously denied the claim. 

Mr Cate described how police had consulted him on the 
Tuesday after Mr Stewart's death about releasing the results of 
the report. 


Counselled 


“I counselted them it would be a breach of natural justice, 
but the police and ithe coroner's office agreed between them 
that same day to release the results,” he said, 

“But it is not up to the police or corener to speculate as to 
the cause of death. ft is up to the Lord Chancellor.” 

Jamie Stewart's sister, Leith, told the meeting how she had 
heard the news of the death of her brother over the telephone in 
America, where she was working at the time. 

“I could feel only a swelling of my heart and I thought to my- 
sclf 1 would not wish this to happen to anyone, even if he were 
my worst enemy,” she said. 

“Ic was a ragamuffin, it's truc, but he was a nice ragamuf- 
fin. [le was a really nice brother, [He had a lot of friends from 
all walks of life and he was the sort of person who could find 
lime to talk to you.” 
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Hallowe’en 





police patrols 


at graveyard 


2OLICE are gearing up to combat black 
Abney Park cemetery on Hallowe'en nigh 


Saunists have flocked to the crecpy Victor- 
an cemetery in previous years, to perform 
heir strange black magic rites. 

And police have confinned they will again 


rave extra officers patrolling the area on Tues- - | 


fay ni ht, to keep an eye on the grounds. 
o kids, Hallowe'en is simply a chance for 
robbing apples, playing trick or treat on their 
gua and dressing up at ghosts and 
shouls. 

But for fans of the occult it's the signal for 
1 grecsome evening summoning up evil spirits 
nan occult orgy of Satanism. 


In past years police have found evidence of 


xizarre occult ntuals im the cemetery, and in 
1984 and 1985 youths tried to slorm the cemel- 
try at Tallowe’cn. 

Last month fears of another black magic at- 
ack were raised, when bodysnatchers broke 
into » family vault and took a 124-ycar-old 
skelcton. 

Police belicved satanists could have been 





Police alin to 
block blaék 
magic rituals 





tesponsible, but save denied a serping 
up any sccurity on the cemel cause of the 
sekthch i 

Chief Inspector John Tippett, of Dalston po- 
lice, who is in charge of the security operation 
at the cemetery said: “In the light of previous 
incidents in the cemetery down the years, we 
feel we should be keeping an eye on it at this 
time of year. Rut there are no specific inci- 
dents in the last few weeks that have caused us 
to be particularly concemed this year.” 


Too many 
not enough? 


magic rituals in Stoke Newington’s 






olice — or 


Knocked down after 
police cell release 


AN Irishman was knocked 
down by a car minutes after 
being released from a prison 
cell and cautioned for being 
drunk and disorderly, St Pan- 
cras Coroner's court heard. 

Seamus Flanagan, a 38- 
year-old motor mechanic, ori- 
inally from Co. Meath, who 
ived in the Gascoyne Estate 
in Homenon, diced in Whit- 
tington Hospital on May 12. 

It was a week after he was 
knocked over by a car in 
tlomsey Road, a few yards 
south of the junction with Se- 
ven Sisters Road. 

A osha examina- 
tion by Dr Thein Zaw 
showed that Mr Flanagan 
died from bronchial pneumo- 
nia and traumatic head injur- 
ies. 

His sister, Mrs Hanna 
Leontia, a housewife, told the 
court that her brother had just 
started work on a building 
site. 

The court heard that after 
finishing work Mr Flanagan 

ot drunk in a pub, “He liked 

is drink,” Mrs Leontia said. 
He was eventually arrested 
after a minor incident 


Ea 


RICHARD CLARKE (letters, October 20) must be 


one of those who criticises when there are loo man 


policemen to meet the recent situation at Broad- 
water Farm Estate, but will also criticise for a lack 


of police presence on other occasions. 


e should make up his mind whether:he wants 
lawlessness dealt with in the interests of ALL the te- 
nants so a few are not allowed to run amok and give 


the estate a shocking reputation. 


In my younger days, the police were welcomed, 
no matter how many there were, and they gave con- 
fidence and protection. - NAME AND ADDRESS 


SUPPLIED. 


DA aN 4 


involving a market stall- 
older. 


Pe Michael Reay told the 
court he arrested Mr Flana- 
gan “for his own safety,” He 
remained in a police cell for 
more than two hours, remain- 
ing “quite amicable through- 
out", police sergeant Anthony 
Sullivan said. 

Set Sullivan was the 
custody officer on duty at the 
time. It was his decision to re- 
lease Mr Flanagan = at 
10.30pm as he seemed steady 
on his feet and “lucid.” 


He was led out of the po- 
lice station by Pe Graham 
Jones, who gave him direc- 
tions for s bus to Hackney. 
Mr Flanagan told him he wan- 
ted to meet a friend in a pub 
there. 


He was knocked over by a 
car after “stepping out into 
the road” as a Rover, which 
had right of way, passed. 

Witness Martin Sharp, a 
builder of Grazebrook Road, 
Stoke Newington, said the dri- 
ver: “Didn't have a chance.” 
Coroner Dr Douglas Cham- 
bers recorded a verdict of ac- 
cidental death. 
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Acid House 
party blocked 


ACID Mouse revellers plan- 
ning 10 party in a derelict 
Nackney warchoute found 
the police waiting for them 
een te arrived in the easly 
hours 0 : 

Police had been tipped off 
that party-goers from West 
London were planning to 
head to the warchouse in 
Wallis Read. 





Teehagé thugs tried ite) force Het te Move, court told 


Neighbourhood | 
watch mum tells 
of hate vendetta 
Police rai d on |A WOMAN neighbcorhood watch tender. who was nEnTy Diced SiGe 


sham marriage 


lecnage thugs to hound her out of her home. 
THE odd couple marriage of a 








guilty of the attack last summer, as she 
chatted with her friend outside her flat in 
Morris Aitz Court, Foulden Road, Sinke 


ewan 

fee oie sia bol leit paliets 
ext in & year: vendetta ngs 
who had tamed ber flats ieee “Conia OF 


face. 
Vincent, of Farleigh Road, Swke Newing- 


said he had just found the can on ance 
Both wrongly declared during the ccr- building site Saiiying aud ood 


Mother-of-three Irene Gupta, 58, was “Two days before F was stacked there was 
speaking alter « jury at the Old Bailey @n rion attack om the home of a nei 
teenage boy and his much older 
bride was rudely eruped by 


had found 20-year-old Hallett Vincent 
uninvited ts ~ the police. 
The pair sears s Fp the mid- 


ence backfired when 
got wind of the ruse and raided a 
register office. 


They arrested 17-year-old Dalston 
dark room technician, Michael GUT, and 
his intended — 32-year-old Rose Kwar- 
teng, from Ghana — before the c got 
arcund to tying the knot, wark 
Crown Count heard, 


They were fined a ictal of £1,600 and 
the wernen was ordered to be deported, 

Sentencing the couple, Assistant Re- 
corder Mr G. Beéen said the couple's de- 
sire to marry was a “sham.” He added: 
“Thi was a calculated atenpt to circum- 
vert the immigration Jaws of this coun- 





.now |5, of Oranam Road, Hack: 
acy, and Kwarteng, of Poynton Road, 
Enfield, pleaded guilty to making a false 
declaration on meen 4 bast year. 

The coun heard thai Kwarteng, 0 com: 
puter studics student, arrived in England 

October, 1987 on a one-year visa. 

She met Giff — whom the claimed she 
knew as Mark Thomat — and the couple 





emony that they lived ot Canonbury 
Road in [stington, and police arrested 
them before their vows were complete. 

Miss Louise Kanill, protecuting, s2id 
that Giff — who had recured a false birth 
certificate — hed declared in writing be- 
fore the wedding that he was Mark 
mag. Ve also falsely stunted that both he 
and Kwarteng lived in [slingwn, al- 

ir have never reside? there. 

“If the had marcied him the would 
have hed the status to remain in the UK 
without difficulties with her paisport,” 
Misa Kernill added, 

Kwarteng’t counrel, Mr Michael 
Speak, said hia cliera - who claims she 
it up ally ‘ug by Giff — had “married 


for There waa a genuine relation- 
ship here. She maintains that there was 
no = 


Kwarteng was fined £1,250 end re- 


iy. 
“There wat no foving relationship.” 


ter Office in 


planned to marry af the Finsbury Regis- 
Rea bey Asser ie 


pu on & acne er Ucportation 
rere ome Office. 
ff received a £350 fine. 


fear,” and had succeeded in their attempts to 
drive her out. 

“All | want to do now js move awey,” she 
taid. “| became a marked person because [ had 
the courage to ict up a police neighbourhood 
weich echeme and tenants" astociation 10 try 
and rid the estate of ks drog and crime pro- 


“I would watk past the pings and overhear 
them tzy 10 one another “here comes the po 
tice grast,” but I would uke no notice. 


Numerous 


On numerous cecations J would find my 
wathing mitsing frown the line and my balcony 
kel thrown on the floor or completely 
STEEN IF 


Deliberate 


“Tt just happened that he waa parsing Mrs 
Gupta at the time,” said Mr Charles Tilling, 
prosecuting. “The Crown toy it was dofiber- 
ne." 


The jury agreed and convicted Vincent of as- | 
saul causing actual bodily harm and admin: 
istering a noxious thing with interna to cause 


injury. 

The court heard that Vincent had one pre- 
vious conviction for burglary. 

af cemegrribiibrrindaciale Doty [oat aie 
the defence that Vincent should net be sen- 
tenced until probation snd community service 


reports gia nbd nt caving: “Ele hes not yet 





_ Top cop's Idea gets a raspberry trom watchdloy group 


Traffic wardens could 


PEOPLE who expect to sce a police 

officer behind the counter at Dalston 

lice station could be in for a shock 

f plans to replace them with traffic 
wardens get the go-ahead. 

The opening of the new £1.5 million Stoke 
Newington “supemict” in January means Dal- 
ston will ceate to fonction as a fully operation- 
al station, alihough a 24-hour counter service 
hak plass to kale poten ions pc 

and to have police officers orm 
the function are being reviewod and an altcrmna- 
live proposal that treffic wardens uke their 
place hes been recommended. _ 

The suggestion was greeied with concern 
and some derision when Dalston's top cop, 
Chief Sum Peter Twist, asked Elackney Police 
Conrultative Group for their views. 

He told therm that it would need a1 Icast five 
police officert 10 man 9 round-the-clock coun- 
ter scrvice and explained they could be beticr 
vied patrofling the strecis of nearby Ridley 
Road market. 

When the new Stoke Newington police sta- 
tion ain the New Year all CIE}, uni- 
formed and civilian back-up staff at Dalston 
will be based there, while the wralfic warden of - 
fice and police youth and community section 


te na pe vc 
rallic Wi i och a on 
service and deal with traffic dispentations and 
oe pony re and guenes of that na- 
ture,” he a 


Teaffic wardens are plentiful resource and 
they are required to perform some station du- 
tice anyway. 

“Of course they will be in communication 
with police officers by telephone and by radio 


in the event of an : 

But the majority of the Consultative Group 
had retervations about the proporals. 

Chaie Sey Blomficld said: “I'm very con- 
cemed there is an insufficient police presence 
in an ares which has Dalston's Ridley Road 
market nearty. 

“Having the front counter manned by ualffic 
wardens wouldn'l create a very good image in 
the eyes of the public. They wouldn't feel ubey 
are recelving the same service they eapect 
from the police.” 

Viee-chair, Charles Cable, anid he was war- 
tied about the attitude of the public in going i 
the police station for astitlance when traffic 
wardens were not trained to do that particular 
jb. “And I'm not convinced you need five po- 
ice officers to perform thal role al a sub sta- 
tion,” he added. 


HG 


@ Dalston nkck ~ bumble hees behind front desk? 


run police station 
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Hackney people look at police behaviour 


STATE OF FEAR is the 


litle given to a special 
public meeting taking 
place this week to dis- 
cuss the behaviour of 
police officers in Hack- 
ney, east London. 


The notoricty of 
Hackney police was set 
by the death of Tunay 
Hussan, whilst in 
Hackney police cus- 
tody and the injuries 
sustained by Trevor 
Monerville which re- 
quired emergency 
brain surgery in 1987. 

During 1989 two 
black pensioners, Mr 
and Mrs Burke under- 
went an assault by 
police officers in their 
home leading to cach 


Co 


persion suffering a 
strip-search in the poli- 
ce station. A black 
mother of four has also 
complained of assault 
by police officers. 
Steve Edgar’s 
bruises after an alter- 
cation with police 
officers were followed 
with a charge of assault 


. against police officers 


which were later drop- 
ped without exception. 


The catalogue is 
scemingly endless and 
community demands 
for greater police 
accountability have 
failed to clicit any 
favourable response. 

Gloria Van Cooten 
is a former member of 


8-11-89 


Hackney's lay visitors 
panel for keeping 
check on the condition 
of prisoners held in 
Hackney, Stoke 
Newington and Dal- 
ston police stations. 
Ms Van Cooten claims 
she was dismissed after 
18 months service by 
the Home Office be- 
cause her criticism was 
too vocifcrous. 

Ms Van Cooten is an 
invited speaker at the 
public mecting to be 
held by the Hackney 
Community Defence 
Association (HCDA) 
at The Factory, 107 
Matthias Rd., London 
N16 on Thursday 
November 9 at 
7.30pm. 


CE 


Police watchdog 
eroup official 
banned in drink | 

drive case 





“Many people 
get done for 
drinking and 
driving... 
people don’t 
think of it asa. 
crime” — Ted 
Oakham 


@ Ted Oakham — no reason 
MT 10 dil, 
A LEADING member of Hackney’s police watchdog group 
was banned from driving for three years by magistrates 
this week after pollce arrested him on drink-driving char- 


ges. 
Edward Oakham, secretary of the borough’s Police Com- 


munity Consultative group, was also fined £500 for driving 
while unfit and £100 for falling to provide a specimen, after 
being found gullty at Old Street court on Monday. 

This week he denled rumours that he was about to resign 
his position on the pollce watchdog group after calls that he 
should stand down. 

The 57-year-old tailor, who is also chalrperson of Stoke 
Newlngton’s Somerford Estate tenants association, didn’t 
see any reason to quit. 

“Many people get done for drinking and driving,” he 
sald, “people don’t think of It as a crime and I don’t see 
why that shauld Infringe on serving the community.” 

Consultative chairperson Betty BMomfletd said drink and 
driving was a serlous offence which put people’s Ilves at 
risk and should be dealt with accordingly. 

But she believed he had done an exccilent Job and perso- 
nally saw no reason why he should stcp down. “It is regret- 
table and no person fs above the law,” she added. 

“I agree that as a member of the consultative group he 
should be setting an example to the rest of the community, 
but there should be no exceptions and I get angry when 
Royalty get away with similar driving offences.” 


He, «10-1 PF 
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{EALTH bosses. have hit out at a leading police- 
nan’s claims that at least half a dozen prostitutes 
n ee te red light district are infected with 
\IDS. 

They say there is no way anyone could know how 
nany vice girls in the notorious Amhurst Park area have 
he disease. 

And they have rapped Chief Supt Peter Twist for telling 
iackney’s Police Community Consultative Group that the girls 
vere helping to spread the killer disease to their clients. 


Dalston's told the group that at least six of the prosti- 
utes were Hil pociive and that one had full-blown 5 
Estimates 
He based his claims on estimates from Stoke Newington 
fice squad. 
But his remarks have been described as “alarmist and 
nislesdme” by AIDS counsel- 


lorg and women health work- 


Z by RUSS LAWRENCE 


They say it was wrong ‘to 


proses at a statement of — and there is no reliable public 
act, evidence based on what —informationgn HTV or AIDS 
they describe as “purely anec- among prostitutes or their 
dotal hearsay.” clients,” said Lynda Jessop, 


“Details of HIV status of 


of Hackney Tealth Author- 
individuals is confidential 


iiy’s Women's Health 


gt 





"@ Chicf Supt Peter Twlst: 


Under fire for AIDS claim. 


Sirategy Group. 


“Using scare tactics and 
pointing the finger at prosti- 
luies 12 not only Inaccuraic 
but counter-productive to 
existing health education 


Drink-drive comments 


were a disgrace... 


1AM appalled at the casual attitude taken by Ted Oxk- 
ham, secretary of the Hackney Police Community Con- 
sultative Group, over his drink-driving conviction. Ifis 
statement that “people don’t think of it as a crime” is a 


disgrace. 


someone close to him had been mown down by a 
drunken driver, he would change his tune ia quick- 


ly. There is no excuse whatever for people 


who drive 


hazardous vehicles knowing full well that their judg- 
ment could be impaired by alcohol. Surely one of our 
most basic environmental rights is to be able to walk 
along a street (or across it) without risking our lives at 
the hands of befuddled motorists. If he doesn’t realise 
that, he is certainly not fit to be leading « police consul- 
tative group, and should resign his post immediately. 
1 [am also astonished that the group's chair Betty 
Blomfield should suppor. Mr Oakham and encourage 
him to stay as secretary. If she thinks that he should 
“set ant example to the rest of the community”, then he 
should stand down because he hasn't. If he stays on, 


the ce consultative g will 
stock, - NICK ROGERS, 
BURY PARK. 


just be a laughin 
UEE § DRIVE, FINS: 


..and are a cause for 


great concern 


1 WAS appalled to read the corhments made last week 
by Ted Oakham. He apparently docs not consider that 
driving while reactions and judgement sre seriously im- 
paired by drink should be regarded as a criminal activ- 


On behalf of the community he purports to repre- 
sent, [think he should be made aware that such an ime- 
sponsible attitude is a cause for great concem. Driving 
while under the influence of alcohol tums those who 


risk it into potential killers. 


1 seriously question whether someone with such a 
casual attitude !o an offence which claims so many tra- 
gic victims should be representing the people of Hack- 
ney on the Police Consultative Committee. ~ JULIE 
LAFFERTY, ICKBURGH ROAD, UPPER CLAP- 


TON. 





mitiatives.” 

Dr Bobbie Jacobson, lea- 
der of City and Hackney 
Health Authority’s AIDS pro- 
gramme, said the only avail- 
able statistics showed that 
less than one per cent of pros- 
titutes in London have the 
JtV virus. 

“HIV and AIDS is a com- 
munity wide problem and we 
are all at risk,” she added. 








“We are Jooking al positive 
ways of working together 
with the police. We have dis- 
cussions with their commun- 
ity involvement officers and 
are locking at a multi-agency 
approach where we offer 
training to new police offi- 
cers and carry oul joint infor- 
mation and education work 
with drug users and prosti- 
nutes.” 
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@ Dr Dobbie Jacohson: 
WVe are all at risk." 


Jamie - 
Stewart 
statement 


call 


snubbed 


FLEAS to the Home Office 
for a public statement about 
the death of Stoke Newington 
man Jamie Stewart have 
fallen on deaf cars. 

Islington North MP Jeremy 
Corbyn asked Secretary of 
State David Waddington to 
call for a report on the death 
of the young black man from 
the Stamford Hill estate, who 
died in Holloway police 


station in July. 


Mr Stewan, a 22-year-old 
electrician, died after being 
arrested in Hanley Road, 
Finsbury Park, on suspicion 


of a drivin 
But Mr if 


offence. 
eter Lioyd, 


replying on behalf of the 
Home Office in a written 
Parliamentary answer, ruled 
out a public staternent. 
“The circumstances of Mr ‘ 
Stewart's death are being 
investigated by the 
Metropolitan Police under the 
supervision of the Police 
Complaints Authority,” he 


told Mr Corbyn 


“An inquest has been 
opened and adjourned until 
January 1990. The case is 
therefore sub judice.” 
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Prison panel sacking row 


A MEMBER of a Hackney police waichdog 
roup says she was sacked after complain- 

g that prisoners had been beaten up in po- 
Thee custody. 

Gloria Van Cooten was appointed a mem- 
ber of Hackney Lay Visitors’ Pand, which 
keeps a weekly check on the condition of 
prisoners In seca? three police sta- 
tions, In January, 1988. 

But she was removed by the Home Secre- 

tary in September after fellow panel mem- 
bers and senlor Hackney police officers 
complalned that her continued membership 
put the panel's foture at risk. 
The i ead comprises 26 Hackney rea- 
dents, vi sa of whom, according to 
chalr Betty Btomfeld, voted to ask the 
Home Secretary to remove Mrs Van Coo- 
ten because she was disruptive at meetings. 


But Mrs Van Cooten says she was sacked 
because she would not keep quiet shout in- 
Jurtes she saw. She was disrupllve, she ad- 
mits, but insists: “The reason I was 
disruptive at meetings was because [ found 
several Injuries to detalnees and the panel 
did not want to do anything about. I feel 


they were covering up for the police.” 


Mrs Blomfteld told the Gazette that Mrs 
Van Cooten asked prisoners “feading” ques- 
tions like “have you been beaten up? 

But Mrs Yan Cooten says the questions 
were Justified. “If I saw injurtes like a black 
eye then I would ask the detainee if he had 
been beaten up,” she adds. 

She bs also calllng for the panel to be 
scrapped and a new one appointed under 
tougher guiddines which allow Individual 
prisoner's cases to be taken up. 

Supt Dave Dugmore, an advisory mem- 
ber of the panel, denied Mrs Van Cooten 
had been removed because of her allega- 
tions about Injuries ¢o prisoners. 

He sald It was doe to her consistently dis- 
ruptive behaviour at meetings and police 
station visits. 

“We strongly refute Mrs Yan Cooten’s 
supgestion that the Hackney Lay Vistors’ 
Panel is party to a speedy die Injuries in po- 
lice custody,” added Supt Dugmore. 

‘We feel it Important to state that it (the 
panel) ls Independent and free standing 
with no police membership or influence”. 





CAMPAIGNING friends of Stoke Newington electrician Ja- 
mic Stewart are still determined to get a public inquiry into 
his death despite a recent Home Office refusal. ; 

The young black man from the Stamford Hill estate died 
in custody in Holloway police station, after being arrested for 
a minor diving offence. 

The Home Office says a public inquiry is not needed be- 
cause the Police Complaints’ Authority is already probing 


Jamie Stewart family press for inquiry 


his death, and the inquest will be held in January. 

But Jamie's friends and family say the inquiry is needed 
because police have already poe the inquest by releas- 
ing the cause of his death to the press. 

ey claim to have received “overwhelming rai eae 
from unions like NALGO (National Association of Local 
Government Officers) and the NUT (National Union of Tea- 
chers), as well as other groups. 
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CHAMPION sprinter Marcus Adam was pre- 
sented with two gold medals this week — by 
Stoke Newington police. 





. 


Marcus gets medals after cops 


The kindly cops handed him replica copies ° 


of two prizcd golds which were stolen from 21- 
ain Marcus’s home in Shacklewell Lane, 
sion, 

Marvellous Marcus, the UK champion at 
100 metres and 200 metres, was devastated 
when the burglars looted his home and made 
off with all his medals carly in 1987. 

Police soon found most of the loot dumped 
near his home — but his only two intemational 
gold medals were still missing and they've 





“ei, : 


“Pa. 





[ee 


strike gold 


never been found. 

So Det Sgt Tony Read, then of Stoke New- 
ington police, contacted Birmingham-based 
WH Darby, who made the medals and agreed 
to replace them free of charge. 

Det Sgt Read said: “h was a pleasure jo 
hand the medals back to Marcus. 


“We meet a lot of unpleasant le in this 
job so it was great to do a nice Bloke a good 
tum.” Marcus is pictured with DAC Michael 
Taylor (left) and Det Sgt Tony Read. 


iPolice station windows smashed 


ave ticked-off builders after thelr new Stoke 
NewiesGa supernick was attacked by vandals who left 
‘them with a bill for thousands of pounds after spraying anti- 
‘pollce graffitl on the walls, and smashing windows. 

The builders took down the hoardings outside the new 
station ready to tay the new pavement. When workmen re- 
turned on Monday, they fond slabs had been thrown 
through two securily glass windows and paint sprayed on 

window ledges. 
te aiston's a cop Ch Supt Peter Twist sald: “We were 
dismayed at the lack of security awareness shown by the 


contractors.” _ 


Police raid 


LICE raided a flat in Hox- 
ane Sara Lane Court last 
Thursday, finding substances 
which were uken away for 
‘analysis. 
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@ Above, Sir Peter Imbert 
tries to make a point; be- 
low, chalrperson Betty 
Blomfleld ~ disgusted by 





the disruption. 
| tr’) a mr: 
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Folice chiet 
under fire 


Hecklers put paid 
to Sir Peter 
Imbert’s speech 


BRITAIN’S top cop was forced to 
abandon part of his address to Hack- 
ney’s Police. Community Consulta- 
tive Group after protesters threatened 


to disrupt the public mecting. 


Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Pe- 
ter Imbert cut short his prepared speech after 
racking from a 
dozen members of Hackney Community De- 
fence Association, a police watchdog group 


continual interryptions and 


which campaigns against police mal- 
prathice aiid excistateacks. " 

More than 100 te packed into 
Daiston's Roots Pook Developenent 
Association for the commisioner's vi- 
sit last Thursday night — the first time 
he has ever attended any of the capi- 
tal’s police consultative groups. 

But the stnall band of protesters 
heckled him constantly, accusing po- 
lic eof brutality and racism through- 
out his address and a 30-minute 
question-and-answer session. 

The sters made ted refer- 
ences rein Monervill, the 19- 
year-old black Stoke Newington 
youth who needed a brain operation 
after being detained by Stoke Newing- 
ton police; Jamie Stewart, the young 
black man from Stamford flill Estate 
who died in Holloway Police Siation 
after being arrested for a minor driv- 


HC 


by RUSS 
LAWRENCE 


ing offence; Eddie Stretch, the 24- 
year-old Hoxton man who alleges he 
was beaten up by seven off-duty City 
(Road policemen in a Hackney puty; 
‘and Colin Roach, the teenager who 
\died of gunshot wounds in the foyer 
lof Stoke Newington police station. 

| Although Sir Peter carried on re- 
gerdiess, even members of the consul- 
lative group, sitting just a few places 
away, were unable to hear much of 
what he said, 

At one stage, chairperson Betty 
Blomfield warmed the protesters she 
would have them thrown out of the 
meeting if they continued to disrupt it 
and instructed senior officers to have 


¥-12- 84 


their men ready to eject them. 

There was even an impassioned 
plea to allow the commissioner to 
speak from Charlie Collins, of the 

oots Pool Pe jppeatas whose own 
son was one of 13 youngsters killed in 
a racially-motivated arson atlack on a 
party in New Cross in 1979. 

He compared the sters to some 
of the 
campaign for their own ends and 
asked: “Who do you represent? You 
don’t represent me as a black man.” It 
brought loud cheers and clapping 
from the assembled gathering. 


The commissioner, who had 
praised the consullative proup on its 
achicvements since it was formed two 


years ago, also remarked on the at- 


tempts to disrupt the meeting. 
“Many of us,” he said, “must know 
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itical activists who used that. 
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of instances or similar encowntes 
between officers or members of th 
public that sparked disorder and you 
can sce here how easy it is to spait 
that disorder. 

“Those who cause that disonter car 
recognise themselves. We have here : 
clear dernonstration of the difficultic: 
not only police face, bot ordinary citi 
zens.” 

Consultative group chairperson Bet 
ty Blomfield later publically expres 
sed her disguat at the protesters 
alternpts to disrupt the meeting. 

“They do not ent the views o 
the majority of se le who live ir 
the borough,” she said, “I was particu 
larly disgusted with their behaviour to 
wards the group of sixth-forr 
schoolgirls from Stamford Hill's Ow 
Lady’s Convent Girls’ School whe 

were at the meeting as patt o 
"their general studies. 

' “They were both nude anc 
linsulting and laughed, jeere: 
pand ridiculed the girls for tak 
Ling an interest in the consulta 
tive group aa part of thei 
studics. 


“But, despite their extrem 
hostility to the police, I've m 
doubt that if the occasion ar 
‘ose and they were in denge) 
they would be among the firs 
to call police for help and pro 
election. 

The Hackney Commmir 
Defence Association defen 

ided their action, saying Uh 
consultative group was unre 
presentstive of the commun 


y. 
“The police will never b 
accountable until they are sub 


ject to the same criminal jus 
lice procedure as erdinan 
members of the public,” saic 
spokesperson Graham Smith. 
. “When the community i: 
treated with disrepect by tk 
_ police you expect them to ex 
press their views in an extre 
mely angry way and Pete: 
Imbert was given a clear mes 
sage that things are wron; 
here in Hackney.” 
@ Tum to page 11 for a ful 
report of the meeting. 
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Top 


MEMBERS of thecon- ¢ 
sultative proup heard 
the commissioner give 
his backing to calls for 
a completely n- 
dent body to investigate 
onan against po- 
ce. 


Siz Peter Imbert gove his dearest indication 
yet that officers thould not investigate 
complaints ageinet themaclves, az currently 
ha undet complaints procedure. 
He was answeting 4 question from conmulie- 


thority, dnd the time it took 
plains 


g 

Mr Fitzpatrick explained thet police account- 
ebility had been called into question over PCA 
investigations into the cases of Trevor Moner- 
ville, the Stoke Newington tccnager who nee- 
ded » brain operation after bein 
Stoke Newington police, and 
the Hoxton man who alleges he was 
by seven off-duty policeman from City Road. 

“We don't scom much fernher in speeding 
up the case, or getting infoqmation,” he tad. 

“f'a 22 months since Eddie Surcich: made 
his complaint, and the family arc no further 
forward In understanding what fs going on. 





‘Pollee shouldn't 





# 


Investigate polls, 
Say§ commissioner 


Mr Fitrpe 
'ner that the former chairperson of the 
Complaints Authority, Sir Cecil Clothier, had 
addressed the comultative 
$988 end had told them thst procedures could 
only be changed by parliament, 


Sir Peter Imbert tald him that he was aITnE 
fite chief officers who made a public declars: 
Gon four years ago thst the comp 


runes oes 
Cure needed ta be more publically 


a . and investigations be ind : 
dent of police. . er 

“I believe we are now at the stage where po- 
lice officers should na longer invesUgate com: 
Plaints against themselves, end there should be 
& completely independent and separate hody.” 

He also revealed that the officers in the 
Streich case will face an intemal police discj- 
flinary uibunal in the Ean of neal yeur, fol: 

ing the decision of the Di 
Read 2 prosecuic, 


Police station cells 


THE conditions in which ftrisoness are kepa in 

Hlackney’s police station eclla have im- 

wed considerably follawing preasure 

run the boruugh’s Jlome Office-appointed 
public watdatogs. 

That is the verdict af Iackney’s Lay Visiters” 
Panel who monitor them. 

The borough hae 26 voluntary unpaid Lay visit- 
on ordinary citizens who visit poltee 
cella unannounced and inspect cells and 
talk to detainees, 

That Uetty Blomfield, chairperson of the lay vi- 
titurt” panel, told the consultalive group 
that improvements could stilt he made. 

“Some uf there Victorian cells accommodate 


more than onc pritener who have to share 
ome toilet,” she taid, 


“There ia no privacy and no door Ww lock, bas 
everyone has got basic human sights, [men- 
lion this s0 the best postible standard uf hy- 

rene will be maintained, J understand this 

a3 been taken into account in the building 
of Stoke Newington's new £1.5 million 
supemick.” 

Dalsion’s top Cop, Chief Supt, Peter Twist, 
said that cell toilcta were now being 

d buih morning and evening as a dir: 
ect result of representations by the lay visil- 
ons" panel. 


Commissioner lays down 
his 10-point law 


POLICE officers who fallto subject of « question put to lement of purpose was 
oliserve the top cop’s “Ten Sir I'eter Imbert, dcawn tp in consuttatton 
Commandmenis™ are pot Consultative group mem- —- #I th consultailve groups, lo- 
wanted In the force, the — ber Dudley reden, whore cal authoritles, MPs, 
commissliner told the con- Spresenia the Agsoclaiion of church feaders and mem: 


sultatle group. 
The special statement of 
purviee ublished recently 
¥ the Mirtropollian Police 
sels out a special 16-point 
code by which all officers 
should shide and was the 


Jamaicans, asked him bow 
successful the "Ten Com- 
mandmenis™ had heen tn 
curbing the one per cent of 
officers who he claimed 
“transpresed the Jaw.** 

_ Me Imbert sald: “The sta- 


bers of the public. 

“tt acta as a benchmark 
towards ihe standard that 
all serving officers shoutd at- 
tain. If they don’d tive up to 
it, there won't be = place 
fur them In the Jub,” 


[God = anyone who | 
erently 


Says dif 


? 
LAST Thursds evening, the Commizs} roup s 
be Sir Peter attended the annual meaing = fi P 
now amie want beatae | — | Officers 
ies. 

group = estembled outside the ing aes 4 ; Stay the 

aboxt + 
shed at Se er ae hey aed to Sale 
The nolse the cheinman had eyewel: AS seu were! The 


Public wha had come ty listen. To m uma 
temained relaxed f calm 
Promited to answer quenions 


throughout, havin 
forhalfcan hes . 


1 will net dwell on the ints of view ralsed, but They are:- 
cas ret scam sands forthe ht a inn Mamicidy lees 
to lacie | bits the ba eeaner chalrperson, Charles 
vi lines oO ewe, kort 
sticn i ' 
beta ateermand the an ‘making. Bor ioe at teal ics 
reed by solving peo Te Matting are not The chaleperson of 
curl Po ae as rmich ae simply, in my the iy vlaistons’ 
Eiitice ikes Blomieta ate 
to rey, if ormfleld and the 
nlp anyone whe ted tf eden a opi indo evar ras dau ot the 
T own. - A. ST rine Prevention 
ied STAMFORD HILL Juels Ld eg Rashid 
| 
ded b papi Be netting Sir Peter Imbert atten- 


pac 


Se! oe 








tick explained to the commisso- 
Police- 


| Ofilr Peter Imbert chats hth P 
recior of Public 
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sek | 
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group in January &. 
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cS new 
complaints system 


eplis trom Stamford 


HACKNEN'S Pattce Contmunity Consttiny 
five Group was set up twa years aga amid 
controversy — and that controversy conti: 
nued at the group's AGM! last Thursday. 
Campaigners tried to disrupt the visit of Afe- 


fropolitan Police Cammissianer, Sir Peter 
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More officers 


drug problem is 


set to 


EXTRA pullce are to be drafted Inte 
Hackney tu combat crime and the In- 
creasing drug protiem, the commissto- 
ner told ihe consultailye group. 

He was ersponding to concern ex: 

teased’ by Ray White of the New 
Ri htingate Tenants’ Association, who 
clalmed the borough's children were 
at risk from the growing drugs me- 
nace. 


Sir Peter Imbert expialned that al- 
(hough the Meiropallian Pollce had 
been given an extra 150 officers, onty 
one or [vo world be allocated io Hack- 
ney because there were 196 police sta- 
tions In the capital snd they would be 
thinty spread. 

But he sald it was up to each senior 
officer to licatl peenies and make 
better use of avallable manpower. 

He sald the new Blsislonal Assistant 
Comrolssioner, Atichael Taylor, who it 
In charge of potleing East London, 
was lockIng at the redistribution of of: 
ficers iheoughout ihe division. 

“Of the extra 150 new officers the 
Met gainctl, (¢ was necessary to put 
tome of then onto the ceniral drug 










tof membert of the 
an? calm 


Watchdog 


coersultathe groups 
serving uffclersa were 
all clected unopposed 
at the AGM, 


spiral 


Central 
squad faces 
‘crack’ 
menace 


squad because of the Increase In ihe 
mree crack, In the har 

The escalation In ihe problem can 
be seen by the rise In the number of 
setrures, he sald. 
















Seizures 


“Untit last month there were 84 sel: 
ture) this year, more than dovbie the 
sumber fur the previous 12 months,” 
he sald. “And the year before that 
there wos Jusd 10 selzures fa ait.” 

DAC Mithaet Taylor sald he had 
locked af the current situation and 
sald # was clear to him that the bor- 
ough necded additional officers, 















HIn's Our Lady's Covent school, 






Imbert, as reporied elsewhere in the Gazette. 
But Britain's top cop sell had plenty ta sa 
ahout policing in Hackney. RUSS LAW. 
RENCE reparis. 





ee ee 





‘No trust’ 
poll result 


could still be better 00 the streets as_ is labelled 


confusing 


WHETHER or not the public uusted the 
police in the light of a recent national 
newpaper poll was another question the 
police commissioner waa asked to ¢2: 


plain. 

He was quizzed by Nigel Lewis of 
Woakers Against Racism who asked him 
to explain the findings of a recent natio- 
nal Alcti newspapers pall. 

ht showed that cut of £690 people sur- 
veyed nalionally, over 66 per cont did 
net belicve what the police said in coun 
was truc. 

And that figure rove lo 80 per cent in 
London. 


Attitude 


Nigel Lewis alec attacked the police at- 
tinide to black people, using as an cram: 
ple a widely reported public tpeech 
made } dor police officer lo the 
Tory . . .dsy Club in [982 which ex- 
Preased racist views, 

Bit Sir eter Imbert said he ditarsocia- 
ted himeelf entirely from that speech, 
end deceribesdt it as crass, 

He said he found the Mori pall confus- 
ing because although 66 per ceni of 
those interviews! didn't inist what po- 


lice seid in court, had cenitied an- 
other of the Mori pall’s findings which 
thawed that 69 per cent of the in: 


terviewed taid they actually trusted the 


“I don’t understand how you equate 
those two things,” he enid, 
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NINE pollcemen could be 
sacked after rowdy stag 
night incidents in two pubs. 

Based at Stoke Newing- 
ton, the nine officers — all 
off-duty — are alleged to 
have lost control as the sta 
perty called at the Lor 

tanicy in Sandringham 
Road and the Green Man In 
Shacklewell Lane. 

Dalston's leading pollce- 
mar, Chicf Superintendent 
Peter Twist, confirmed that 
Scotland Yard would be In- 
vestigating claims that the 
nine white constables: 

@ Abused black staff. 

@ Ordered large rounds of 
drinks which they said were 
on the house. 

@ Made racist comments to 
customers. 

When they were asked to 
lea¥e one of the puhs It ks al- 
leged they refused and the 
landtord had to cai] the po- 
lice. 

Chief Supt Twist said 
that he had ordered the im- 
mediate transfer of the nine 
men out of the Hackney po- 
lice division and sct up an 
inquiry which will be car- 
ried out by the Police Com- 
plaints Authority. 


Untenable 


“} considered that the po- 
sition of these officers re- 
maining in the borough of 
Hackney was untenable and 
consequently arranged for 
their immediate transfer 
away from the borough,” 
he sali. 

“If these allegations are 
upheld, such grave miscon- 
duct could result in the dis- 
missal of one or more of 
these officers from the 
force. 

“t deeply regret that 
menibers of the public, Jet 
alone the ficensec, has had 
cause to complain about offi- 
cers in thts matter,” 

The incldent Is said to 
hase faken place on Novem- 
her 2. 
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